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INTRODUCTION. 



When I speak of the Papal and Hierarchical system, I do not 
mean to confine either my own view, or that of my readers, to 
the church of Rome. I speak rather of the system which 
places man under the rule of man, in matters of religion— the 
laity, more particularly, under the rule of the clergy ; so that 
human wisdom and authority are found, in various degrees, to 
usurp the place of pure, divine truth. So also by the religion 
of the New Testament, I mean the religion of him of whom 
the book testifies— even Jesus Christ, the only mediator be- 
tween God and man ; who has bought us with his blood, who is 
the sole High Priest of our profession, who rules the universal 
church by his SjHrit, and who will come again in glory, to 
render unto every man according to his works. 

The Greek church has its hierarchy under the supreme 
government of a patriarch. The episcopacy of the Anglican 
church is of a far less superstitious character ; yet it presents 
to our view a fabric of the same kind, under the rule or head- 
ship of a temporal monarch. The Scotch kirk is governed by 
its synod of elders, under the direction of a Moderator ; the 
Wesleyan Methodists, (a very useful body, certainly,) are ruled 
by a similar council, composed of their ordained ministers ; the 
congregations of the French reformed churchy are in no small 
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17 INTKODUCTIOir. 

degree of bondage to their consistories; and there are few 
Christian sects which are destitute of some form or other of 
ecclesiastical domination. But it is in Kome that we are to 
seek for the system of man's authority over man, in religion, 
carried out into its full and legitimate results. The Romish 
church, seated in temporal as well as spiritual authority upon 
her seven hills, professes to spread her arms over the whole 
earth ; she arranges her hosts of ecclesiastical soldiers with a 
perfect precision ; she rejoices in her army of monks, friars; and 
priests, married only to herself ; she clothes her hierarchy in 
garments of beauty, and hesitates not to claim and usurp the 
sacerdotal ofiSice. '^Absolute and implicit obedience to supe- 
riors/' is the motto inscribed on her whole polity ; and while 
she boasts herself in ha: long array of general councils, her true 
rest is in the never-dying central authority of her Pope, the 
successor of the chief of the apostles, the vicar and visible 
representative of Jesus Christ. 

I propose in the following treatise to take an account oi 
some of the principal features which mark the views and prac- 
tices of the church of Kome, and to contrast them with what I 
believe to be pure CSiristianity ; and in so doing I shall probably 
have to disclaim many things which are far from being exclu* 
sively Romish. These are still adhered to by various classes of 
believers— -by every one in its own way and measure ; but they 
have nevertheless an affinity to the Fapal and Hierarchical 
System, in that large sense oi the terms, to which I have 
already adverted. 

To this task I venture to apply myself for the truth's sake, 
but without the least feeling of jealousy or ill-will towards any 
denomination of my fellow believers. I rejoice in the conviction 
that there are many vital Christians among all the orthodox 
denominations, Roman Catholics included, who are drinking of 
the same Spirit ; and who therefore, even though separated 
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INTRODTTCTIOK. V 

from each other in place or circumstances, are " baptized" by 
that " one Spirit, into one body." And possibly there may be 
some who disclaim all sectarian distinctions, who nevertheless 
do truly form a part of the mystical body of Christ. As I am 
far from confining my view of antichrist to any one denomina- 
tion of Christians — (I believe antichrist may be found lurking 
in almost every existing sect) so I do not hesitate to allow that 
under a vast variety of names and conditions, Christ has a 
people of his own, who, as they abide in the faith and patience 
of the saints, " shall never perish," neither shall any man pluck 
them out of his hands. 

I beg it maybe understood that I select the Romish church, 
in this discussion, because I consider her to present the extreme 
case of the dependence of man on man, in the things of God — 
a dependence which I hold to be the main cause of the extent 
of her departure from simple Christianity. I am well aware 
that many of the distinctive errors of that church are opposed 
and rejected by all the Protestant communities ; nevertheless, 
we ought all to look to ourselves, lest anything of the same 
leaven should be spreading its influence within our own borders. 
" Know ye not," said the apostle to the Corinthian church, and 
by implication to all Christians in every age—" Enow ye not 
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you ? If any man defile the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy, for the temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are." 
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THE 

PAPAL AND HIEKAKCHIGAL SYSTEM, 

COMPABED WITH THE 

RELIGION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 



OW THE HOLT SCRIPTURES. 

Ko one who has inyestigated the subject can serionsly 
entertain the notion that the canon of Scripture has 
been arbitrarily fixed by the authority of man. "When 
our Lord Jesus Christ was upon earth, as a teacher 
and preacher amongst the Jews, it was his constant 
practice to refer to those books which were regarded 
by that people to be divine ; and while he never 
failed to speak of them as stiehy he made no distinction 
between one book and another, as it relates to their 
authority. The law containing the five books of Moses — 
the Prophets, including the historical books as well as 
the major and minor Prophets, from Joshua to Malachi — 
and the Psalms, or Hagiographa, comprising the book 
of Job, the Psalms of David and others, and all the 
works of Solomon, were alike sacred in his view — an 
indivisible collection, from which nothing might be 

/ 
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2 ON THE HOLT SCREPTUEES. 

taken, and to which nothing might he added, except 
&om the same immediate and plenary inspiration. 
This collection of writings — all in the Hebrew lan- 
guage,^ and all studiously preserved among Jews from 
ancient times, and guarded, since the coming of Christ, 
both by Jews and Christians — is unquestionably the 
same as that which is now in our hands, and which is 
universally known and accepted as constituting the 
Old Testament. These are the writings, to the exclu- 
sion of all others, to which the apostle Paul alludes, 
when he says to Timothy, "From a child thou hast 
know the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Jesus 
Christ — all Scripture is given by inspiration of God,'* &c. 
The writings which comprise the New Testament are 
individually established to be the genuine work of the 
apostles and their companions, and therefore of divine 
authority, by a variety of historical, critical, and in- 
ternal proofs, which have satisfied not merely the 
wisdom of the hierarchy, but the good sense of the 
world. And now at the end of about eighteen centu- 
ries from the time when these works were written, 
there is less dispute among men respecting the canon 
of the IN'ew Testament, than in any preceding age of the 
church. Under the gracious superintendence of a good 
Providence, the truth of that canon has been established 
on so broad a basis, both of learning and experience, as 
to be incapable of being ever again shaken. So early 
as in the days of Eusebius, (a.d. 315,) the four gospels, 

* Except parts of the books of Daniel and Ezra, which are in 
the Chaldaic dialect. 



d by Google 



ON THE HOLY SCBIPTX7BE8* 6 

the book of Acts, the thirteen epistles of Paul, which 
bear his name, and the first epistles of John and Peter, 
u e,, about five-sixths of the "whole volume, (very 
generally diffused as these writings were, and freely 
read by all descriptions of people,) were "universally 
acknowledged" as genuine compositions and Ebh/ Scrtp- 
tures. Some persons, indeed, in those days, doubted 
the authenticity of the remaining books, viz., the 
second epistle of Peter, the second and third epistles of 
John, the epistles of James and Jude, and the Bevelation; 
while some little shade was thrown over the epistle to 
the Hebrews, by the uncertainty of the question, 
whether it was written by Paul. 

But all these doubts have long since been cleared away 
in the public mind of Christendom. It is now generally 
understood, that the weight of evidence in favour of the 
Pauline origin of that epistle is not to be resisted. In 
the mean time, its apostolic date is unquestionable; 
and the scriptural wisdom and efficacy both of this and 
the other excepted books, as contrasted with many 
spurious productions of the first, second, and third 
centuries — ^fialse gospels, false epistles, and false visions — 
are plainly such as proclaim them to be, like the other 
Scriptures, the work of God — given forth by inspiration, 
and stamped with the seal of direct divine authority. 

Let it be clearly understood, that in acknowledging 
the list of inspired books, both of the Old and ITew 
Testament, we do not follow the authority of any 
particular church or of any ecclesiastical council. With 
regard to the Old Testament, we follow the example 
and depend on the authority of Jesus Christ himself 

B 2 
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4 ON THE HOLY SGBIPTUBfiS. 

and his apostles. With respect to the New Testament^ 
we abide, in the first place, by its own testimony to the 
inspiration of its anthers. Secondly, we follow the 
general consent of the Christian public, gradually 
developing itself from the first century downward;, 
fixed with wonderful unanimity by the end of the 
fourth century; and since that period, unshaken by all 
the storms of infidelity, and confirmed not only by the 
labours of a multitude of critics, but by the common 
judgment and feeling of mankind. 

Here, however, I would remark, that the general 
unanimity of the Christian public respecting the au- 
thenticity and divine origin of the Scriptures of truth, 
is founded not so much on the testimony of the ancients, 
and on those critical evidences with which the learned 
only are familiar, as on an experimental and practical 
sense of the excellency, force, and veracity of the book — 
on the wondrous harmony of its several parts — on the 
entire suitability of the moral and religious truths 
which it contains to the need of mankind — and on its 
essential agreement with that measure of divine light 
in the soul and conscience, which is bestowed on all men, 
as I believe, through the mediation of that Saviour of 
whom the Bible testifies. 

There are few circumstances for which the friends of 
Christianity ought to be more grateful than the pre- 
servation of the text of Holy Scripture. "We will not 
call it miraculous, but we may truly describe it as the 
special provision of an ever-watchftd Providence. Who 
was it that raised up the textual doctors among the 
Jews, who devoted their livelong hours to arranging the 
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ON TSB HOLY SCBIFTUBES. 5 

points and accents, connting the letters, and fixing the 
middle words of the several books of Hebrew Scripture ? 
To whom are we to return thanks for the following 
important facts — 1, that a most accurate version of the 
New Testament was made into Syriac, so early as the 
second, or probably the first century; and that other 
versions almost equally exact soon followed; 2, that 
the early fathers of the church, even when animated 
with little better than controversial zeal, were induced 
to rifle the whole volume for quotations, which now, in 
their abundance and uniformity, form one principal 
<3riterion for the settlement of the text: and 3, that 
copies of this sacred book were multiplied in every 
direction with so little inaccuracy ? Surely we have to 
thank TTinn who is the Holy Head of his own church, 
and whose gracious will it was to bestow upon her a 
divinely authorized record of doctrines to be believed 
and duties to be performed, which should remain 
unimpaired and indestructible to the end of time. It 
would be difficult to calculate the amount of learning 
and industry which have been applied to the investi- 
gation and settlement of the text of Scripture ; viz., in 
the rigid and careful application of the three criteria 
now mentioned — ^versions, quotations by the fathers, 
and manuscript copies; and certainly the Kennicotts 
and de Eossis, as it regards the Hebrew books, and the 
Mills, Wetsteins, Griesbachs, &c., as it relates to the 
Greek Testament, have not laboured in vain. So 
extensively and completely sifted have been the various 
authorities which apply to the subject, that we may 
consider ourselves to have now arrived at the final 
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result ; and what is it ? Nothing less than this— that 
hoth the Hehrew and Greek Scriptures eae cleared &om 
every cloud of douht ; that from amidst a vast multitude 
of various readings of little importance, they have come 
forth uninjured, because essentially unaltered — ^that they 
have not been deprived of a single historical £act, of a 
single doctrinal truth, of a single moral precept. 

When Paul declared that " all Scriptwre is given by 
inspiration of God," he made no distinctions between 
the different kinds of writing of which the Old Testa- 
ment is composed. Independently of aU considerations 
respecting the tenters — their individual character or 
condition of mind, or the degree of consciousness which 
they severally enjoyed of a divine influence — ^he simply 
avers that the writings which they produced, were 
"given by inspiration of God," — a view of the subject 
which is fully substantiated by the example and authority 
of our Saviour himsel£ We cannot for a moment doubt 
that the inspiration of the apostles and evangelists had 
the same result; and that their works also— whether 
historical, prophetical, or didactic — are, like the books 
of the Old Testament, all divine, and all equal in point 
of authority. It is matter of satisfaction and thank- 
fulness, that the attempts which have been made by 
many modem critics to weaken the scriptural view of 
the inspiration of Scripture itself, the distinctions which 
some have drawn between part and part, and the 
notion that inspiration is more or less effective according 
to the nature of the subject in hand — have very much 
disappeared. All such wire-drawing has proved itself 
to be a failure; and Christians in the nineteenth 
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century are evidently brought to a confirmed agreement 
that the Holy Scriptures, from the beginning of Genesis 
to the end of Bevelation — the actual writings — the 
bulk and substance of the contents of the book — are, 
as the early Quakers^ used often to express themselves, 
woBDS OP God.* 

The divine origin of the Old and Kew Testament is a 
point on which the Eoman Catholics, and all the orthodox 
denominations of Protestants, are (as far as I know) in 
full accordance. I am not aware that infidelity on this 
subject has ever been encouraged by the authority of 
the See of Eome ; but it has often sprung up, as the 
practical consequence of the superstitious additions 
which have been made under that authority — purely 
human as it is — to the fabric of scriptural truth. These 
additions have arisen, as a natural consequence, from 
those which the Eomish church has made, in her own 
strength and wisdom, to the Scriptures themselves. 

That church, in the first place, has added to the Old 
Testament a large proportion of the Apocryphal books, 
not merely as works tending to edification, but as 
actually divine, and as forming part of their canon.3 
Here then is a ground on which the hierarchy of Eome 

> While they regarded the titU "the Word of God," as 
belonging exclusively to the Saviour himself, they were always 
ready to confess their full belief in the divine authority of the 
whole of the sacred volume. 

' See an excellent work by Gaussen, entitled " Theopneustie," 
1 vol. 8vo. 

' The Council of Trent included in their canon the books of 
Tobias, Judith, Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon, and Ecclesiasticus. 
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8 ON THE HOLY SOBIPIUSBS. 

has found an opportunity of deriving or supporting 
doctrinal opinions, from a source additional to that 
of simple, authenticated Scripture. 

But a far more dangerous addition to this storehouse 
of truth has heen ma^de under the undefined and 
comprehensive head of Tradition. Under this head 
may he classed £rst the voluminous vmtings of the 
ecclesiastical fathers during the first six centuries after 
Christ, containing a variety of strange notions and 
customs, wholly heyond the scope and limits of Scrip- 
ture which have heen gradually augmented in their 
course, and have ultimately found an undisturhed 
seat in the hosom of the Eomish church. !Nor can 
it he denied that a divine authority, practically tan- 
tamount to that of Scripture, has often been claimed 
£unong the members of that communion, for these 
writings — very much as the Jews have regarded such 
an authority as belonging to that ocean of trifles, the 
Talmud. In addition however to this new and most 
cumbrous Htera seripta, is the okal Tkadition handed 
down from age to age — from one generation of priests to 
another — and even declared by the adherents of the 
Eoman Pontiff, to be of equal authority, that is, to be 
equally binding on the consciences of all men, with the 
contents of Holy Scripture itself. 

This vast item of Tradition gives to the Eomish church 
an undefined scope for superstitious additions both to 
the creed and practices enjoined in the Kew Testament. 
In the meantime, what becomes of the Holy Scriptures 
themselves ? They are according to the principles of that 
church, in the keeping of the hierarchy, who alone are 
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regarded as holding the true keys to their meaning — 
alone gifted of God for the purpose of interpreting them. 
So far, therefore, as any parts of them are laid open to 
the people, it is still with the virtual understanding 
that for the interpretation of that which they read, they 
must depend, not on their own tree judgment under a 
divine influence, hut on the teaching of their priests, 
and on the decision of hishops, popes, and councils. 
But alas ! how small has been the extent to which these 
keepers of the words of the Lord have permitted them 
to be circulated ! How studiously were the Scriptures 
retained, for many centuries, in tongues which the 
unlearned could not read, and how uniformly has the 
general fact developed itself that, where the papal 
system prevails, there the Scriptures are not! Exist 
in the libraries of the priests they may; but where 
have they been found in the hands of the people? 
Since the clergy alone are supposed to have the faculty 
of understanding them, so it follows that the clergy 
alone may safely possess or read them. Whatever is 
any time given to the people, must be doled out in such 
portions, and with such oral or vrritten additions, as 
their spiritual lords may deem proper. 

"With these views and practices, we now proceed to 
contrast what we apprehend to be simple truth-— even 
the truth of God — ^with regard to this great subject. 
Great indeed it is, because fondamental. It is to the 
foundation on which alone the church is built, that the 
Scriptures lead us; ''Search the Scriptures," cried 
Jesus to the Jews, "for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life, and they are they which testify of me." 
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.The last verses of the saored volume, although 
referring to the Book of Bevelation in particular, de- 
velop a principle which must surely be applicable to 
the whole divine record — namely, that nothing can be 
added to the words of the Most High as therein written, 
and nothing taken away from them, without involving 
those who so offend in the sin of presumption, and in 
awfal peril to their souls. We do not indeed mean to 
assert that God will make no addition to the pages of 
Scripture. We pretend not to dive into his hidden 
designs in this or any other respect ; but we know that 
hitherto he has not done so ; and when we take into 
view the wonderful completeness of the book, we have 
strong reason to beHeve that he never will do so. In 
the mean time, man, on his own authority and wisdom, 
must abstain from all tampering with the Book of the 
Lord. He must take nothing from it, lest his own name 
should be taken out of the book of life ; he must add 
nothing to it, lest the Lord should add unto him the 
*' plagues " which are appointed for those who transgress 
his wiU, and rebel against his government. '' If any man 
shall add unto these things, €h)d shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book ; and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book." The principle here 
set forth is, with equal force, insisted on in the Old 
Testament, '' Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye diminish aught from it, 
that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord yonr 
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God which I command you:" Beut. iv, 2. ''What 
thing soever I command you, observe to do it; thou 
shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it:" xii, 32. 
"Every word of God is pure — add thou not unto his 
words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a iiak:*' 
Prov. XXX, 5, 6. 

I am not one of those who entertain violent pre- 
judices against the Apocrypha, nor should I feel uneasy 
in contributing to those Bible Societies on the continent 
of Europe which circulate the sacred volume with that 
addition — ^it being understood that these ancient books 
are to be read not as divine, but simply for general 
instruction and edification. The fact is, that they vary 
exceedingly in their character — some of them contain 
puerile stories — others record true history; parts are 
bombastical and imaginative ; other parts so solid and 
instructive, that we may surely conclude that the touches 
of divine grace were resting upon the writers — a remark 
which particularly applies to the Wisdom of Solomon and 
Ecclesiasticus. But none of these books were written in 
Hebrew ; they are the production of the last century, or 
perhaps the last two centuries before the Christian ^a^ 
when the HeUenistio language, in which they were 
written, was prevalent in Egypt and Syria, and when the 
prophetic gift seems to have scarcely existed among the 
degenerate children of Israel;^ they were never acknow- 
ledged by the Jews as of divine authority, or included in 
their canon ; and are not once quoted in the Kew Testa- 
ment, either by our Saviour or his apostles. We must 

' Unless indeed some of them may be regarded as of a stUl* 
later date. 
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therefore conclude that it is on the whole much safer to 
exclude them from the Bibles which we read in families 
and circulate in the world ; but whether we so exclude 
them or not, one thing is certain — ^that their contents can- 
not be feiirly cited as binding and conclusiye, in support 
of Purgatory or any other doctrine. Those who thus cite 
them are guilty of adding to the words of the Lord, and 
iire in danger of being *' found liars :" see Prov. xxx, 6. 
But if it is imsafe to add these ancient Hellenistic 
books to the Old Testament, what must be the peril to 
the cause of truth, of ascribing divine authority to the 
fathers of the £rst six centuries, whose multitudinous 
writings the world cannot contain — (in the sense of 
xeading, understanding, and digesting them) — and who 
have been the instruments of palming upon the church 
a vast mass of superstitions, to which the religion of 
Jesus Christ gives no countenance? These fathers, 
various as they are in point of talent, character, and 
mode of writing, do not appear ever to have claimed a 
scriptural authority for their own works; and any one 
who wiU take the trouble of comparing them with the 
"New Testament, will soon find that in the simplicity, 
brevity, comprehensiveness and weight of the latter, as 
contrasted with the profuseness, bombast, and jejuneness 
of the former, we are furnished with a powerful 
evidence of the divine origin of the writings which are 
reallif sacred — I mean those of the New Testament; 
while the others, 80 far as relates to the authoritative 
settlement of doctrine and practice in the church, may be 
safely scattered to the winds, or for ever sleep unheeded 
on the shelf of the schoolman. 
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Yet I am far from denying, that parts of these works 
are worthy of an attentive perusal, and that much 
# ' advantage may arise from observing the sense in which 
the fathers — generally Greeks themselves — were accus- 
tomed to cite the words of the Ch^eek Testament : their 
writings afford important critical aids, and some sound 
theological instruction ; but that they do not flow forth 
from the well of inspiration, themselves afford abundant 
internal evidence. Those who are the most accustomed 
to dive into them, will be the best prepared to acknow- 
ledge, that whatever of piety and truth any of them may 
I breathe (so far as they are conformed to the doctrines 
and precepts of Scripture) they are, as a whole, un- 
doubted part and parcel of the cumbrous, complex works 
of man. 

If we disclaim the addition to the Bible of the works 
of the fathers, which with all their faults, are Utera 
scrtpta, and therefore liable to the check of a close, 
scriptural scrutiny, how much more evidently does it 
become us to make a Christian stand against that 
undefined and undeflnable something which glides down, 
2# unperceived in its course, (though manifested in its 
^ unwholesome fruits, — from generation to generation, — 
from spiritual father to spiritual son — ^to the end of time 
— I mean oral tradition ! " The truth and discipline of 
the Catholic church are comprehended both in the 
sacred books and in the traditions which have been 
received from the mouth of Jesus Christ himself, 
or of his apostles, and which have been preserved 
and transmitted to us by an uninterrupted chain 
and succession." So declared the Council of Trent 
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^arly in the sixteentli century, and so aver the true 
friends of the Papal system (under whatsoever guise or 
profession they may he acting) in the present day. 

In order to take a just view of this suhject, we must 
dfirst examine the passages of Scripture which speak of 
tradition in a favourahle point of view. "We know that 
our Saviour communicated many- things to his disciples 
in private, which they were afterwards to declare upon 
the house top ; and the apostles committed the doctrine 
which they preached, to their children and followers in 
the truth. Thus Paul not unfrequently alludes to 
4}hose matters which he had himself received of the 
Lord, hy divine inspiration, and which he had delivered 
to the churches; and sometime he calls them hy the 
name of traditions.* "Now I praise you, brethren," 
eaid he to the Corinthian Christians, "that ye re- 
member me in all things, and keep the ordinances (in 
the margin, as in the Greek, traditions^ as I delivered 
them to you j" 1 Cor. xi, 2. Again to the Thessalonians, 
^' But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation, through sancti- 
fication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; whereunto 
he called you hy our gospel^ to the obtaining of the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand 
fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word or our epistle:" 2 Thess. ii, 15; 
^omp, iii, 6. "By traditions," in these and other passages, 
«. e., matters handed down or delivered to the churches, 

' wapotZSffHs, 
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the apostle evidently denotes the doctrines and precepts 
of Christianity. 

These were the truths which he and his brethren had 
proclaimed, as on the house-tops, for the conversion and 
edification of the people. "God be thanked," says he^ 
'* that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed * 
from the heart, that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you,"* Rom. vi, 17: and again, to the 
Corinthians, " Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain ; for I delivered unto you {TrapidutKo) 
first of all that which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures ; and that 
he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures :" 1 Cor. xv, 1 — 4. 

It was of the highest importance that these precious 
truths should be handed down from age to age, in- 
corrupt and uninjured. !No wonder then that the same 
apostle should say to one of his gifted followers 
" Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, ^ 
— avoiding profane and vain babbings and oppositions of 
science falsely so called:" 1 Tim. vi, 20; and again, 
'' Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus ; and the things that thou hast heard 
of me among many witnesses, the same commit^ thou to 
faithful men who shall be able to teach others also:" 
2 Tim. ii, 1, 2. 

> Or rather, "that dUhough ye were the seryants of sin, yet ye 
have oheyed," &c 

' T V irapoBiiicnv ^dha^ov, * itapd$ov» 
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The trost committed to Timothy was, the gospel of 
OUT Lord Jesus Christ ; the truths of that gospel were^ 
" the things " which he had heard from the lips of Paul 
hefore many toitnesaes, and which it was to be his high 
duty to commit, in his turn, to other faithful brethren, 
who might be enabled still further to disseminate the 
joyful tidings. On a calm reyiew of these several 
passages, it is surely very clear that they relate to 
communications which were open, public, and notorious. 
They eyidently contain no allusion whatsoever to the 
secret, oral handing down of certain articles in religion, 
besides those which are contained in Scripture. Bather 
do they relate to that mighty plan of redemption and 
salvation, in all its parts, which formed the subject of 
our Saviour's instructions to his apostles, and of their 
public teaching and preaching ; and of which a com- 
plete record — a record requiring no addition — was 
gradually formed, in those days, through the special 
providence of God, and is now to be found, exact 
and uninjured, in the volume of the New Testament 
Thus are we placed in possession of a test, by which 
all doctrines and practices in the church, from age to 
age, may be safely tried ; and not only are we bound 
by the most sacred obligations to reject whatsoever is 
contrary to this test ; but no man living, or any set of 
men, can have any right to impose upon us any articles 
of belief, or principles of action, which are not con- 
tained in the volume of inspiration. " To the law and 
to the testimonyy^ may the Christian say in every age of 
the church, " if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them:" Isaiah viii, 20. 
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So far then as tradition is favourably mentioned by 
the apostles, it is in effect identical with Scripture. 
Bat no sooner does it exceed this holy limit, than it 
becomes intangible and imponddrous. It has neither 
shape nor substance, and being wholly destitute of any 
evidence of a divine origin, it soon follows the course 
of this world, and becomes the ready instrument of 
human error and pollution. 

The history of the Jews furnishes us with an 
example precisely in point. Not content with the 
written law of the Lord, they invented the oral law, 
which they declared to have been given forth from 
God to Moses, simultaneously with the written code. 
They alleged that Moses delivered this law, by word of 
mouth, to the elders of the people, and that by these it 
was transmitted from generation to generation of the 
spiritual guides and rulers of Israel. Such were the 
pretensions of the Scribes and Pharisees at the Christian 
era. Soon after that period, this oral law was reduced 
to writing in the work called the Mtshna — which with 
the Gemara, or commentary of one set of doctors, forms 
the Talmud of Jerusalem, and with that of another 
school of Eabbins, the Talmud of Babylon. Although 
these Talmuds are regarded by the Jews of modem 
times, as of an authority equal to that of Scripture 
itself, it is certain that they abound in the most puerile 
absurdities; and when tried by the test of actual 
Scripture, are found to be, in general, unworthy of 
support. It was doubtless to this oral law that the 
apostle Peter referred, when he spoke of "the vain 
•(xmversatwn" which the Jews "received by tradition 

c 
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from their fathers," (1 Peter i, 18;) and Paul speaks^ 
of the same tissue of error and falsehood, when he 
warns the Golossian church against the arts of their 
Judaizing teachers — " Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ:" Col. ii, 8. 

And what was the language of our Saviour himself 
respecting these traditions, which the Jews had pre- 
sumed to add to their Holy Scriptures, as of equal 
authority, because originating, as was supposed, with 
God himself? Did he afford them the least degree of 
countenance or support? Par otherwise — ^he freely 
spake of them as the mere invention of man, and even 
as subversive of the true law of the Lord. "Then 
came to Jesus Scribes and Pharisees, which were of 
Jerusalem, saying. Why do thy disciples transgress the 
tradition of the elders ? for they wash not their hands 
when they eat bread. But he answered and said unta 
them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of 
God Br toue teadition ? For God commanded, sayings 
Honour thy father and mother, &c. But ye say. Who- 
soever shall say to his father or his mother, it is a gift^ 
(or temple-offering) by whatsoever thou mightest be 
profited by me, and honour not his father and his 
mother, (he shall be free.) Thus have you made 

THE COMMANDMENT OF GoD OF NONE EFFECT BY YOUR 

TEADiTioN. Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophecy 
of you, saying. This people draweth nigh unto me 
with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips ; 
but their heart is far from me. But in vain do they 
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worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
or men;" Matt, xv, 1 — 9. 

This passage is of the most definite character, and 
overturns the very principle of oral additions to the 
written law of God. A similar recital is given in 
the gospel of Mark, describing the traditions of the 
Jews as relating to a variety of ceremonial particulars 
of the most trifling character, and as a base substitute 
for the moral law. " Laying aside the commandment 
of God," says the Lord Jesus in that gospel, "ye hold 
the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups ; 
and many other such like things ye do. Full well ye 

REJECT THE COMMANDMENT OP GoD THAT YE MAY KEEP 

YOUR OWN TRADITION *. Mark vii, 8, 9. 

Human nature is the same in every age; it is far 
too prone to error and deceit, to be entrusted with 
the oral handing down of doctrines and precepts, 
without the test, the check, the security, of Scripture. 
The infallible consequence of such a system is, that 
the doctrines and commandments of men gradually 
usurp the place of the revealed will and truth of God. 
Errors of the most serious character pervade the pro- 
fessing church; vital religion gives way to countless 
forms and ceremonies, and the motto which the Lord's 
professing servants wear on their foreheads, is no longer 
Holiness, but Superstition. 

It is now, I hope, sufficiently clear to the candid 
reader, that the additions which have been made to 
Holy "Writ, under the influence of the papal system,, 
are destitute of divine authority, and while they open 
a door for error, have an obvious tendency to lower thft 

c 2 
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ebaracter of the Christian religion, and to lessen its 
efficacy. These remarks are, to a certain extent^ 
applicable to the Apocrypha— due allowance being made 
Ibr the wisdom and piety of some of its contents ; they 
bear with far greater force on the written works of the 
ecclesia^cal fathers; but above all, they are unquestion- 
ably true of oral tradition. Eegarding these points a» 
settled, we will advance to the question. What use are 
we, on scriptural principles, permitted and bound to 
make of the Scriptures themselves ? 

Are we to commit them to the hands of a hierarchy, 
to be kept under its key, subjected to its sole interpre- 
tation, and doled out in fragments to the people, in such 
a measure, and on such occasions, as the priesthood may 
deem advisable? or are we rather to regard this precious 
gift of Gk)d, as being free as the air which we breathe^ 
to be disseminated, without hesitation or reserve, among 
the whole family of man ? Is that blessed book, which 
contains a clear revelation of divine truth, and of the 
will of Ood towards man, to be 6oncealed from the 
fallen race on which that revelation has been bestowed; 
<Hr is it to be freely opened, and read, and considered, 
by people as well as priest? Is^it the peculiar possession 
of the clergy of the church of Eome, or of the whole 
body of the church universal? 

It seems strange that any need should arise, in the 
present day, for the consideration of such questions as 
these. Tet it cannot be denied that very narrow and 
dangerous views, plainly tending to the withdrawal and 
conseabnent of Scripture, have of late been obtruded 
on the public, from unexpected quarters; Christians are 
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again driven to Scripture itself, in order that they may 
he fully assured in what manner, and to what extent, 
tiie sacred volume is to be used amcmg the rational 
children of God. 

Let us, then, in the first place, consider the subject 
as it relates to the Old Testament. In what way did 
our Saviour and his apostles make their appeals to it ? 
Always in such a way as to mark it as divine; always 
in such a way also, as to shew that it was open to the 
inspection and consideration of all whom they addressed 
' — ^the common property of the people of God, and 
indeed of mankind in general. 

The law and the prophets were publicly read in the 
synagogues every Sabbath day, not only in the Hebrew 
tongue, which was then understood by the learned 
alone, but in the Chaldaic dialect, which was spoken by 
the people at large. This part of the synagogue- 
worship was sanctioned by our Lord, who sometimes 
acted as public reader on these occasions. So also, in 
his own discourses, (whether in the synagogues, or on 
the mountain's brow, or by the way side, and whether 
he was addressing his own disciples, or the Scribes and 
Pharisees, or the people in general) he made his appeals, 
without the smallest reserve or hesitation, to the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament. He said '' Search the 
Scriptures, for they are they which testify of me." 
Tha proofs which they contained of his own divine 
mission were open to the examination of all men, and 
be was accustomed to adduce them on the ground of 
tfieir being so. On two occasions, he explained to his 
disciples the things which were written respecting 
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himself, in the law, the Prophets, and the Psalms — or, 
in other words, in the whole of the Old Testament, of 
which these were, at that time, the recognized divisions. 
He never thought of holding hack any part of tho 
sacred treasure. He used the whole of it in its true 
character of the free gift of the God of light, to a dark 
and fallen world. 

Just similar was the practice of the evangelists and 
apostles. "Whether they were addressing the Jews or 
the Gentiles, individuals or hodies of men, particular 
churches or the whole society of believers who were 
scattered abroad, they never hesitated to appeal to Holy 
Scripture, as an authority binding upon all — the common 
property of all. The Bereans were described as more 
noble than the people of Thessalonica, because they 
searched the Scriptures daily, that they might know 
whether the things which Paul declared were indeed 
the truth. The views of that apostle, on the present 
subject, were of the most comprehensive character. 
"When he spoke of the use as well as authority of the 
sacred volume, he excepted no part of the book itself; 
and when he mentioned the eifect which it was intended 
to produce, he excluded from its operation no part of 
mankind. "Whatsoevek things were written afore- 
time," said he to the Eomans, "were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope : " Rom. xv, 4 ; and again 
to Timothy, " All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness:" 2 Tim. 
16, 17. These are benefits of which all mankind stand 
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in need, even as they stand in need of the gospel itself. 
Therefore the Scriptures, which contain the gospel, are 
intended for all men. " Now to him that is of power 
to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preach- 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of th© 
mystery which was kept secret since the world began,. 
bnt now is made manifest, and by the Sceiptxtees op 
THB FBOFHETS, accordiug to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the 
•obedience of faith; to God only wise, be glory through 
Jesus Christ for ever. Amen : " Eom. xvi, 25 — 27. 

On the great day of Pentecost, when the miraculous 
^ift of tongues was poured forth upon the infant church, 
" Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers 
in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in 
Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, 
•and in parts of Lybia about Cyrene, and strangers of 
Eome, Jews and Proselytes, Cretes and Arabians" — all 
THESE heard, in their own tongues, the wonderful works 
X)f God — ALL THESE listened to the apostles and their 
brethren, while they adduced their proofs from the Old 
Testament, that Jesus was the Christ. This marvellous 
display of the riches of the bounty and liberality of 
^od, in spiritual things, sanctions the great principle of 
the universal diffusion of Scripture, and of the free 
-translation of it into all languages; that thus, ''ac- 
cording to the commandment of the everlasting God," 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ — the great mystery 
of redemption — ^may be made known, on his own 
.authority, to the whole family of man. 

The piinciples which are thus plainly recognised by 
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our Saviour and M$ immediate followers, respecting the- 
use of the Old Testament, bear with redoubled foree on 
the I^ew Testament itself. Most of these sacred books- 
were addressed to public bodies-^such as the churches 
of Eome, Corinth, &c.; or to the universal church; or 
(as is the case, in effect, with the four gospels) to man* 
kind at large; and even the few epistles inscribed to^ 
individuals, are full of instruction suited to the many. 
I^othing of reserve, nothing of privacy, is indicated in 
any of these writings. They were not committed as a^ 
private treasure to the clergy, but as a public gift to the 
church and to mankind. 

Por the most part, the contents of these writings are 
simple, explicit, and intelligible ; and if in the epi»tles^ 
of Paul, as in some other parts of Scripture, there are 
<<some things hard to be understood, which the un^ 
learned (or rather indooili) and unstable wrest unto 
their own destruction;'** this was equally true of the 
discourses of our Lord himself, by some of which the 
Jews were offended, because they contained "bard 
sayings." So also the apostles, in their character of 
preachers, were a savour of death unto death to some, 
as well as of life unto life to others. Indeed it is the in* 
lierent character of divine truth, that it should often 
liave this operation in a dark, perverted, and fallect 
world. Nevertheless, the truth (mysterious as it is to^ 
the indocile and unstable) must go forth without reserve- 
all the world over — and so must the Scriptures whicli- 
contain it. 

» hiii9€is, ' 2 Peter iii, 16. 
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The Apocalypse w by feir the mo«t obscure and 
mysterious part of the New Testament. Yet it was 
addr^sed not only to the an^ls of the seven churches, 
but to the seven churches themselves, (Kev. i, 4,) and 
it is prefaced by this truly anti-Bomish motto— a motta 
in which all men have their pwHi — "Blessed is hb 
THAT SEADEIH, aud they th^ hsar the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
therein ; for the time is at hand ! " 

It is always to be kept in view, that amidst all the 
variety of information and instruction contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, its main purpose, from Genesis to 
Bevelation, is to testify of Christ. The words of the 
Host High, written in the sacred volume, are still found 
to point in various ways and forms— by the shadows or 
the law, by the types of the history, by the predictions 
of the prophets, by Hie narrations of the evangelists, by 
the doctrines of the apostles, by Ihe %ures of the 
Apocalypse — to him who is the Wotld, They reveal 
aauL portray Him who was with God in the beginning, 
by whom God made the worlds, who was incarnate in 
tiie flesh, died for our offences, rose again for our justi- 
fication, ascended up on high, reigns above in glory, and 
will come again to judge the quick and the dead. The 
words which l^e aposUe John applied to his own gospel, 
are truly descriptive of the Scriptures as a whole^- 
*' These are written that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might 
have life through his name : " John xx, 31. Now the 
fion of God was bestowed on the whole world ; " God 
60 loved iHS woBLD that he gave his only begotten Son, 
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that WH080EVEE believoth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life:" John iii, 16. Christ was the 
" propitiatation for our sins, and not for ours only, hut 
>also for the sins of the whole woeld : " 1 John li, 2. 
Thus it appears that all men, the world over, have to 
do with Him of whom the Scriptures testify, and whom 
•they are intended to make known. All men, therefore, 
h^ve their part in these Scriptures, just as they have it 
in the gospel which they contain, and which is to be 
preached ta every creature; "God would have all men 
to be saved, and come to the hnowledge of his truth.** 
Therefore all men are invited to possess, read, know, 
and understand those writings, which are able to make 
us "wise unto salvation, through faith which is in. 
Christ Jesus:" 2 Tim. iii, 15. 

It may be hoped, that the scriptural view here taken 
of the intended use and universal application of the 
Holy Scriptures, will be found to accord with the best 
judgment of all who love the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and who long and pray for its universal diffusion. But 
what are we to say of the interpretation of the book ? 
Are all men to explain it according to their own wisdom 
and liking ? Certainly not ; but all men are invited to 
read and consider it, for themselves, in a devout and 
humble disposition, and in reverent dependence on the 
illumination and teaching of Gkwi's Holy Spirit. The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost — ^in his peculiar 
character of interpreter — or of Him who takes of the 
things of Christ, and shows ih&m to his disciples, (John 
xvi, 14,) — ^is bestowed not on the apostles alone, but 
on the servants of Christ in every age ; and not on the 
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hierarchy or clergy alone, but on the church universal 
— on the whole people of Gh)d. 

The laws of grammar and philology, and the science 
of exegesis, in all its branches, are open to all mankind, 
and have actually led to the pouring in of so much 
light on Scripture, as very much to fix its meaning, for 
the permanent benefit of our race. In the meantime, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who holds the key of 
David, is still pleased to *' open the heaets " of his 
followers, that they may understand the Scriptures 
spiritually and savingly, and may thus find their pardon 
and cure, their peace and deliverance, their full and 
final rest, in him. 



ox ANTICHRIST, THE MAN OP SIN. 

" Little children, it is the last time, and as ye have 
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there 
many antichrists, whereby we know that it is the last 

time .He is antichrist that denieth the Father and 

the Son : " 1 John ii, 18, 22. Again, this apostle says, 
^' Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the fiesh, is not of GK>d ; and this is that spirit 
of antichrist whereof ye have heard that it should 
come, and even now already is it in the world : " iv, 3. 
This last testimony to the work and character of anti- 
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Christ, is repeated In hi$ eeooud epistle; "F«r many- 
deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a 
deceiTcsr and an antichrist : " 2 John 7. 

It is clear, from these passages, that the term anti- 
christ is of very general application, as descriptive 
of that spirit among men which rebels against the 
dominion of the Son of God, invents false doctrine, 
and corrupts good manners. Such was the spirit of 
those spots in the believers' feasts of charity, of whom 
the apostles Peter and Jude speak in their epistles — 
**olottds without water, carried about of winds; treea 
whose fruit withereth.,, .raging waves of the sea, 
foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, ta 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever : " 
Jude 12, 13; comp. 2 Peter ii, 10 — 22. It appeara 
that these sons of error and dissipation professed a 
peculiar degree of sanctity — *' speaking lies in hypoc- 
risy ; having their conscience seared with a hot iron — 
forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 
meats," &c. 

There can be no doubt that even in apostolic times^ 
the seeds of heresy and corruption were sown in the 
church, and that afterwards, these seeds produced a 
yast and varied crop of bitterness, unbelief, sgid sin* 
Here it ought to be confessed, that except in the arti- 
des of f(»biddiDg to many and commanding to abstain 
from meats, there is nothing in these descriptions^ 
which bears, with any precise force, on the papal and 
hierarchical system. But it is evident that in the 
process of time, some great distinguishing antichrist 
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— at once the professor and enemy of ChristianKy— 
was to come forth, in bold relief, pre-eminent among 
all those spirits which are ranged in opposition to the 
trae kingdom of Christ. 

Panl, in the spirit of prophecy, declares him to be 
'* the man of sin," and gives a vivid description of his 
character, his work, and his end. It appears that the 
Thessalonians were agitated by the expectation of the 
early coming of Christ in jndgment — a mistake which 
might easily arise fix)m their ignorance of the fact, 
that ''the last days,'* which, as John asserts, were 
then " indeed come," are nothing more than the last 
dispemation; and that in these last days, the man of 
sin mnst first be revealed, and must play his awful 
part on the stage of ecclesiastical history, before the 
Saviour would appear, " the second time, without sin 
(or a sin offering,) unto salvation : " Heb, ix, 28. Nor 
could the man of sin himself be revealed until he that 
let and hindered him (probably the Pagan government 
of Home) was taken out of the way. "Let no man 
deceive you by any means; for that day shall not 
eome, except there come a falling away {or apostacy^) 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition ; who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is oalled God, or that is worshipped ; so that 
he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God.*..«.And now ye know 
what withholdeth, (or restraineth*) that he might be 
revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity 
4oth already work; only he who letteth^ (will let) 
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until he be taken out of the way. And then shall 
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming ; even him whose coming 
is after the working of Satan, with all power, and signs, 
and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of un- 
righteousness in them that perish. And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion, that they may 
believe a lie, that they all may be damned (condemned), 
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness : " 2 Thess. ii, 3 — 12. 

"We have no reason to imagine that any individual 
potentate is here described, but rather some system of 
government — some unholy power — blaspheming against 
God, by the presumptuous claim of divine attributes,, 
and deceiving mankind, after the working of Satan, by 
a false show of miracles. The thorough ungodliness of 
this power is marked by the emphatic words, ''all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness." 

Por a further development of the history of anti- 
christ, we must have recourse to the Kevelation. 

There we first meet with him in the character of tha 
beast who slew the two witnesses. 

"And I will give power unto my two witnesses, 
and they shall prophecy a thousand two hundred and 

three score days, clothed in sackcloth and whea 

they shall have finished their testimony, the beast^ 

1 ®ripiov — a wild beast It is to be regretted that our translators- 
have used the same version for fwof, in chap, iv, 6, where some 
angelic creature is spoken of. ** Living creature '* would there be- 
more just and descriptive* 
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that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit^ shall mak& 
war against them and kill them : " 'Rev, xi, 7. Here 
antichrist is represented not as identical with Satan, 
but as coming forth out of Satan's dominions, and em- 
ployed in Satan's work, {comp. ii, 13,) that of per- 
secuting the children of God, the witnesses for Christ 
in the world. ^ In the following chapter we have an 
account of the true church, represented as a woman 
clothed with the sun — that original source of light and 
heat — and having under her feet the moon, by which 
we may understand the borrowed light of man's intel- 
ligence, used and sanctified in every true Christian, 
but always held in holy subordination to the Spirit of 
God. She brings forth the man Christ Jesus, the first 
and greatest of her sons, and after being persecuted by 
the great red dragon, which is Satan, she files on eagle's 
wings into the wilderness. There "she is nourished 
for a time, and times, and half a time," or 1260 day& 
(that is, as I suppose, 1260 years) "from the face of 
the serpent," who continues to make war with "the 
remnant of her seed, which kept the commandments of 
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." And 
who were these ? — ^the true disciples of Jesus — hidden, 
it may be, among the rocks and valleys of Piedmont, 
and other Alpine regions ; simple people who placed no 

* These are called the two olive trees, because it is the heavenly^ 
unction which qualifies them for their work, and flows through 
them; and they are described as twOf simply, as I believe, to 
express plurality ; with reference to that well known principle of 
Jewish jurisprudence, that out of the mouth of two witnesses {I e^ 
two at least) shall every word be established. 



d by Google 



:32 oir aktiohbist, tbb uak ov snr. 

dependence on ceremonies^ hvA wom^ipped tlio Father 
and the Son, in spirit and in trul^. 

Then follows, in chap, xiii, a remaikable d&^lay 
of the antichristian powers. A beast is seen rising 
out of the sea (coming it may be from the bottomlesv 
pity represented by the fathomless ocean) whose ten 
horns are crowned with as many crowns, and his seven 
heads inscribed with ihB names of Masphemy. One of 
his heads had been wounded to death, but that deadly 
woTind had been healed. The deadly wound inflicted 
^n Rom$ by the Goths, Yandals, and other barbarian 
powers, had been healed by her becoming nominally 
Christian ; and now she is a spiritual ruler, having in 
subjection, for use, offensive and defensive, her ten 
crowned horns, the temporal powers into which the 
Eoman empire was divided. It was the dragon (that ia 
Satan) from whom this beast — a terrible creature, 
leopard, bear, and lion united — ^received his power, and 
seat, (probably in Borne, the ancient capital of the 
empire,) and great authority. 

Thus enthroned, he continues unmoved during the 
whole time of the church's secesaon in the wilderness 
— 1260 years. And how does he conduct himself? He 
opens his mouth in blasphemy against God — makes war 
with the saints, and overcomes them ; has power given 
i» him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations ; and 
receives the worship of mankind — true Christians ex- 
cepted. In the meantime another beast is seen coming 
up out of the earth, (or out of the bottomless pit, sup- 
;posed to be under the earth,) having two horns like a 
iamb, yet speaking as a dragon. This is the same power. 
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^as I bdieve, under another pliase — or raQier the spiritual 
liead of that power, who assumes the yisage of the lamh, 
but is a wolf in sheep's clothing, and his voice is like 
ihe voice of a dragon. It is he who '' exercises all the 
power of the first beast," of which he is in fact the 
most essential part— even the head — making a full use, 
for his own purposes, of those terrible temporal powers, 
"the ten crowned horns ; claiming worship for the first 
beast: (i. e. the whole antichristian power, including 
himself in his assumed character of Lord of lords and 
King of kings;) doing great wonders, comparable to the 
bringing down of fire from heaven ; deceiving mankind 
by his sorceries and false miracles ; commanding them 
to perpetrate idolatry, and to worship the image of the 
beast; placing his mark on aU men, rich and poor, bond 
and free ; (without bearing which they were not per- 
mitted any participation in this world's traffic;) and 
inscribing on their foreheads the name of antichrist with 
the number of his name, which ever falls short of the 
true sabbatical rest, even of the perfect number seven — 
being six hundred and sixty and six — that is the 
numeral six applied to each successive step in the 
arithmetical numeration. 

We have found occasion to observe that the anti- 
christian forces are ranged under three powers, the 
^agon, or old serpent— /oiw et origo mdli; the beast or 
temporal power under spiritual government; and the 
qdritual ruler of the beast, who is one with him, because 
his head — the lamb who speaks like a dragon. This 
aeoond phase of antichrist — ^virtually the same power — 
is soon afterwards called the ''false prophet," (chap. 

D 
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zvi, 14) and out of the mouths of these three proceed 
unclean spirits — miracle-mongers, wha go forth unto aU 
the kings of the earth to gather them to battle against 
the Lord and his people. 

This head of antichrist, or false prophet, is now 
brought more fully into view in the character of the 
'* great whore,'' with whom the kings of the §irth and 
its intoxicated inhabitants have committed fornication> 
all which according to the known phraseology of the 
Hebrew prophets, sets for idolatry — in that tfiey wor- 
shipped this spiritual deceiver, instead of the Father and 
the Son, and were deeply imbued with other idolatrous 
practices which she had introduced. **So he carried 
me away in the spirit into the wilderness ; and I saw a 
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, (the head of 
the beast is now represented as his rider) full of names 
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And 
the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour^ 
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls, 
having a golden cup in her hand, full of abominations 
and filthiness of her fornication ; and upon her forehead 
was a name written, mystery, Babylon the great, the 
mother of harlots, and abominations of the earth. And 
I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus:*' xvii, 3 — 6, 
Soon afterwards we find the following express informa- 
tion — ''And the woman which thou sawest, is that 
great city which reigneth over the kings of the 
earth:" ver. 18. 

Now it appears that the ten crowned horns, or the 
ten temporal powers^say, European nations^ which 
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were under the power of this spiritaal ruler — were to 
be of '* one mind,*' and were to give their power and 
strength unto the beast — or rather to the head of the 
beast — the lamb who has the voice of a dragon, or in 
other words, to the whore who sitteth on the waters, 
that is ''on the peoples, and multitudes, and nations, 
and tongues." Such was to be the state of things for a 
time. But behold the Lamb against whom they wage 
impious warfare, and who is trul^ Lord of lords and 
Xing of kings — who has the hearts of all kings and 
potentates in his hands — and the called, and chosen, and 
faithful, who are with him, shall overcome these tem- 
poral powers, even by the sword of the Spirit, the word 
of truth. And what shall be the consequence ? Instead 
of continuing to be part of antichrist, these powers 
shall separate from him, and oppose him. Kings shall 
become the nursing fathers of the true church, and 
queens her nursing mothers. (Thus the earth helps the 
persecuted woman who has retreated into the wUdemess, 
swallowing up the stream of oppression and cruelty, 
which Satan is pouring forth out of his mouth against 
her.) And now these ten horns shall be haters of the 
"great whore," whom they once loved and followed, 
and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat 
her flesh, (i. e. seize her possessions,) and bum her 
with fire : xvii, 12—18. 

Soon follows the cry of the angel, whom John saw in 
his visions "come down from heaven, having great 
power, and the earth was lightened with his glory- 
probably the Angel of the Covenant, the Saviour him- 
aelf. "And he cried mightily with a strong voice, 

j> 2 
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Baying, Babylon the great is Mien, is fallen, and is 
bocome the habitation of devils, and the hold of every 
fool spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hatefol 
bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication with her, and the merchants 
of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of 
her delicacies. (Ecclesiastics become merchants, and 
selling pardons to sinners, are enriched by her abun- 
dance and luxuries.) ''And I heard another voice 
from heaven, saying. Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
her plagues." Then follows the description of her 
being burnt with fire — amidst the mourning and lamen- 
tation of all who used to commit fornication with her, 
and traffic with her, and partake in her delicacies; and 
this baptism of fire — this desolating punishment, of 
whatsoever nature it may prove — detects the evil things 
which are in her, the foul spirits and unclean birds that 
haunt her, and the innocent blood which she has shed. 
*' And m her woi fotcnd the Mood of prophets, and of 
saints, and 9f aU thai were slain upon the earth:'* 
xviii, 24. 

In the following chapter the prophetical account of 
the conflict between these evil powers and the Word of 
God, is brought to its close. The Son, under that 
peculiar title, is seen in the opening heavens sitting on 
a white horse, wearing many crowns, the sharp sword 
going out of his mouth, and his garments dipped in 
blood. On his vesture and on his thigh his name ib 
seen written, Xing of kings, and Lord of lords, and he 
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is followed by the armies of his saints, all on white 
horses, and clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
" And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth," 
says the apostle, '' and their armies gathered together to 
make war against him that sat on the horse, and against 
his army. And the beast was taken, and with him the 
false prophet (his spiritual head) that wrought miracles . 
before him, with which he had deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and them that wor- 
shipped his image. These both were cast alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimstone:" xix, 19, 20. 
Soon afterwards we read that the devil (after one more 
unholy effort) " was cast into the lake of fire and brim- 
stone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever : " 
XX, 10. 

The whole view thus given in Scripture of antichrist, 
is calculated to impress us with an awful sense of his 
wickedness and evil working. The principal features 
in the character of that ungodly power are profaneness 
and blasphemy, falsehood and fraud, pride, coveteous- 
ness, luxury, idolatry, malice, and cruelty. 

This horrible personification of many evil things 
assumes, in the first place, the attributes of deity — he 
exalts himself above all that is called God — he pretends 
to wield the divine prerogatives — ^he is lord over all 
mortal kings and potentates. The names of blasphemy 
marked on his forehead, are of that peculiar kind, which 
designates his usurping the place and functions of the 
Most High. If we suppose a spiritual power which 
pretends to dispose of all temporal kingdoms as he 
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pleases, and who undertakes, on his own authority, to 
forgive sins — ^however multitudinous, dark, or bloody 
they may be — we mast acknowledge that such a power 
blasphemes, in the sense in which hlasphemy is ascribed 
to antichrist. 

If the same power enslaves kings and nations under 
false pretences; if he entices them by a show of 
superior sanctity, and by myriads of jugglers' tricks, 
false relics, and lying wonders and miracles; it must be 
confessed, that he hereby fills up the scriptural character 
of antichrist, as it relates to fraud and falsehood. 

If he assumes the trappings of human splendour; if 
he sells his pardons for gold; if the kings of the earth 
bow at his feet, and wait upon him as his servants ; if 
his eye is full of haughtiness; if wealth and luxury, 
and often the most unbridled licentiousness, distinguish 
his annals — we cannot deny that he answers to the 
character of antichrist, in the articles ofpride^ covetous- 
ness, and luxury. 

If he not only demands the worship both of body and 
soul, for those who are not God, but actually gives to 
these false gods the outward form of images before 
which his followers prostrate themselves, as the heathen 
do before their idols — ^it is evident that such a course 
falls in with the scriptural account of the lamb who 
had the voice of a dragon, who made an image of the 
beast and compelled all men to worship it. Here is the 
friend and patron of spiritual fornication, or in other 
words, of idolatry. 

If, lastly, this supposed power makes use of the 
temporal swords of the kings under his dominion, for 
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the cruel abuse and horrid persecutions unto death, of 
myriads of the followers of the Lamb ; if he rejoices 
in his autos dafi, and delights in the wreathing agonies 
of the saints who are consumed, through his interference 
with the civil magistrate, by slow fires : if he invents 
«very species of torture, that he may torment all those 
who resist his reign and deny his sanctity — it must 
surely be allowed that here we have a practical 
representation of antichrist, who wounds and slays the 
children of God; and in whose bosom is found the 
SLooD of his saints and martyrs. 

All these things have marked the history of Eome 
spiritual — ^the Babylon of the Apocalypse; and the 
resemblance of the prophetic future to the historic 
record, appears to me to afford some very strong 
indications, if not irresistible proof, that the antichrist 
ot the Kew Testament and Eome spiritual (including 
all that is found of the like nature under other names) 
are one and the same. 



ON THE USURPATION OP TEMPORAL POWER BY THE 
PROFESSINO OHUROH OF CHRIST. 

In the proceeding account of antichrist, abundant 
•evidence is afforded that the main feature of this 
unholy power is the assumption, under spiritual pre- 
•tenoes, of temporal authroity, followed by an actual 
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mastery oyer the kings and nations of the world, anci 
bj ihe practice of bloody cnielties, in the persecution of 
the children of G^d. This scriptural picture of that 
which was foreknown of the Lord, and foretold by his- 
inspired serrants in the apostolic age, has at once 
filled and stained the page of history during a long^ 
course of ages. "Neyer was portrait m<»re frightful, and 
at the same time more accurate, than that which 
the pen of prophecy was impelled to draw of that 
^'spiritual wickedness in high places" which haa- 
since developed its "working,*' to the astonishment 
of every reflecting observer, and to the distress and 
degradation of mankind. 

During the first three centuries of the Christian era^ 
the religion of Jesus found its way into the world, 
without the compulsory influence of any temporal 
power. Neither the sword of the warrior, nor that of 
the magistrate, was unsheathed for its promotion and 
support. On the contrary, the kingdoms of the world 
— and more especially the iron power of the Romans — 
were ranged on the opposite side and fought against the^ 
army of the Lamb. That army used no carnal weapons- 
in its defence ; the armour which every soldier in it 
wore, is detailed by an apostle— the breastplate of 
righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit. Truth was the banner of 
the followers of our blessed Lord; that banner was- 
inscribed with the motto "Love to God and Man," 
and it was upheld by multitudes of the meek of the- 
earth, who, like their divine Master, were victorious- 
only through suffering. It was in the good fight of 
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faith alone that they displayed their fortitude and valor 
on the earth ; and when earth was theirs no longer^ they 
joined, one by one, the glorified multitude whom John 
beheld in his visions, clothed in white robes, and 
with palms of victory in their hands — those who 
had ''come out of great tribuhiion, and had washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb." 

Undoubtedly there were numerous corruptions which, 
even in those early ages, had crept into the life 
and character of professing Christians; yet the de- 
scription now given was justly applicfilble to very many;, 
and thus in despite of all the raging of the heathen, and. 
all the buffetings of Satan, Christianity sped its course, 
and at last, to an astonishing, extent, pervaded the 
eiviHzed world. 

But now a vast change awaited the destinies of the 
church. Early in the fourth century, the Emperor 
Constantine adopted her has his own. The state formed 
an alliance with her, and undertook, by the intervention 
ai secular authority and human power, to defend her 
interests, and to promote her cause. True indeed it is- 
that some of the emperors who followed, adopted a 
different course ; but on the whole, the world smiled 
upon her. The professing people of God gradually fell 
into the arms of the civil magistrate, and learned to 
place their dependence on the arm of flesh. 

As time flowed onward, corruptions increased and. 
under the gradually deepening shadows of a long and 
dark night of apostacy, the assumption of temporal 
power on the part of the nominal church of Christ,. 
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became more and more daring. Ko longer was the 
hierarchy satisfied with the support and protection of 
the civil magistrate : but kings and princes must now 
fSedl under its dominion. The ten horns of the beasts, 
i. e. probably, the European states and kingdoms, into 
which the Eoman empire was divided, bowed under the 
rod of the false prophet; or in other words, of the 
second beast who had the visage of a lamb, but the 
voice of a dragon. Eome spiritual not only obtained 
possession — unlike the Levites of old— of a territory of 
her own; but with the resistless power of a magician, 
humbled the proudest monarchs at her feet, employed 
them as slaves to hold her stirrups, and pretended to 
have authority to dispose of their dominions at her 
pleasure — to set up kings, and to bring them down — as 
being herself in the place of God, the Queen of all 
kings; the Lady of all the lords of this terrestrial 
globe. 

In the mean time, the true church had fled into the 
wilderness, and was nourished with heavenly manna, 
in the holes and caves of the earth. Few in number, 
and scattered in place, the faithful followers of the 
crucified Jesus — themselves crucified to the world, and 
the world to them — worspipped God in privacy and 
retirement. But from age to age they were the children 
of tribulation, and the rage of their enemies pursued 
them into their most covert retreats. Finally, after the 
truth had broken forth and openly manifested itself in 
the Keformation, the flames of a most barbarous perse- 
cution were lighted on every side — and the blood of the 
poor innocents was poured forth in vast abundance into 
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the lap of antichrist. Here was the work, and here the 
triumph of Satan, who was a liar and murderer from 
the beginning. Kings and queens, with their sub- 
ordinate officers, kindled those flames, and kept them 
burning for the destruction of the righteous, under the 
resistless commands of their mother and supreme ruler^ 
Home spiritual. By ruthless assassination, by cruel 
warfare, by various kinds of torture, by the sword and 
the flres of the magistrates, myriads of sincere believers 
in Jesus, fell victims to the professing church of Christ, 
in possession of temporal power. That power has since 
become comparatively weak and broken; but were it 
fully restored, is there not too much reason to believe 
that the same iniquities would be re-enacted under the 
same pretence of holiness and truth ? That there is to 
be observed a most extraordinary revulsion, in the 
present day, towards the papal system is notorious. 
Many are they, in various countries, and in diflferent 
classes of society, who have actually given in their 
adherence to Home spiritual ; and many more are they, 
in our own land, and even in America, who, while they 
profess to have no connection with her, have openly 
adopted most of her tenets and principles, and seem 
more than half disposed to find a resting-place in her 
bosom. lict her once more become the dominant church 
in Great Britain and Ireland — let the sword of the 
magistrate be once more fairly under her command — 
and who shall say that the blood of those who bear 
a consistent testimony against her superstition and 
idolatry, will not flow as freely and copiously as in days 
of old ? The same principles, in possession of the same 
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pow^Cj^may in all probability be productive of the same 



While I am one of those who, on this and other 
grounds, consider the progress of jmpery to be highly 
alarming, I am by no means disposed to underrate the 
personal piety of many members of the papal com- 
munion. The Eoman Catholic church holds many of 
the essential doctrines of the Christian religion, and 
holds them with a firm hand : and independently of the 
eyangelical character of Jansenism, (which can hardly 
be classed with the papal system,) there can be no doubt 
that there is much of devotional feeling, and some true 
Christian faith and holiness, to be found within her 
borders. Great and numerous as are her superstitions, 
and prevalent as is the infidelity to which they have 
led, the truth as it is in Jesus has not been without its 
influence on the heart of a Fenelon, and on the hearts 
of many other members of the same communion, who 
have truly loved the Lord who bought them. Again, 
when I speak of that church in her character of mistress 
of the beast of ten horns, which wounds and slays the 
followers of Christ, I do not forget, and have no wish to 
conceal, that so far as this is the peculiar characteristic 
of antichrist, it is far from being confined to the Eomish 
hierarchy. 

The church, in possession of temporal power, and 
abusing it by acts of persecution, has presented itself 
to the attention of mankind, and has claimed its por- 
tion of the bloody page of history, under many forms 
besides that of the papacy. The papists themselves 
have suffered and died under the hands of their religi- 
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OU8 opposers in power. Xing Henry VIII. and Queen 
Elizabeth found their victims under the notion of 
Tieresy, as well as Mary. Under the sway of Kings 
C/harles I. and II., the Nonconformists suffered deeply 
from those, against some of whose doctrines and practices 
they bore a righteous testimony. And when they were 
themselves in power, under Cromwell, they had little 
mercy on others who dared to differ from their own 
system. In l^ew England, they led the unoffending 
Quakers to the gallows, who thus expiated their crime 
of preaching the gospel to the poor in a manner con- 
trary to the notions of the ruling church. There are 
indeed few Christian sects which have suffered so much 
from the ftiry of religious persecution as the Friends. 
During the reign of Xing Charles II. more especially^ 
when all assembling for public worship, except in the 
established church, was forbidden by law, the Quakers 
alone, of all the Christian denominations, persevered in 
holding their meetings ; at the same time, when carried 
into courts of justice, they refused to take the oath of 
^egiance, in obedience to the command of Christ, 
"Swear not at all;" and they also refused to pay 
tithes to the clergy, in remembrance of another of our 
Lord's precepts, " Freely ye have received, freely give." 
In consequence of their faithfulness in all these respects, 
and especially because of the holding of their meetings 
for divine worship, they were cast, in great numbers, 
into filthy dungeons, and were there mixed up with 
the vilest felons. In the meantime their houses were 
ransacked, and their goods spoiled ; and many of them 
died in prison, in consequence of long confinement, and 
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other harsh treatment. But their patience did not fail 
them, and often did those noisome prisons resound with 
the praises of that Saviour on whose behalf they were 
content to suffer. 

It is the shame of Protestantism, that even in th& 
present day, religious liberty is sacrificed to the un- 
righteous attempt to enforce uniformity of worship, in 
accordance with that view of Christianity which hap- 
pens to be dominant in any particular country. "Within, 
the last few years, while the Lutherans were persecuted 
in Prussia, under the sanction of the reformed church of 
that country (a persecution which under the present 
benevolent monarch, has happily ceased) the Lutherans- 
themselves in Hanover, Hamburg, and the kingdom of 
Denmark, being the established religionists, have beea 
actively engaged in persecuting others. The ideal 
notion of perfection in the things of religion, in these- 
states is uniformity: the actual effects produced are 
bonds, confiscation, and imprisonment, on the one hand ;. 
and on the other, a prevailing religious lifelessness, with: 
infidelity at the bottom. Every one knows that this, 
to a great extent, is a just description of the countries 
which range, on the plan of uniformity, under the- 
papal banner — for example, Italy and Spain. The great 
hope of France, in matters of religion, is the late dis- 
solution of the alliance of the state with a single form 
of Christianity. Yet popery is rampant in that country ; 
and it is impossible to say how soon the degree of 
religious liberty which now prevails may be smothered, 
under the influence of a bigoted priesthood, backed by 
the missionary zeal of a host of Jesuits. 
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From the remarks which hare now been made, the 
reader will perceive that my views of antichrist are far 
from being restricted to the Romish church. Wherever 
any portion of the professing church of Christ enters 
into alliance with the state, and avails itself of the 
sword of the magistrate, in order to enforce unifo'rmity 
in religion and worship, and to persecute and punish all 
who resist the decree, there, in my opinion, antichrist 
is enthroned and operative. In the several churches 
which have pursued thia course, there may be upheld 
much of sound doctrine ; and it is freely allowed, that 
they contain many members who are true disciples of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: but as far as they wield the 
sword of the magistrate in the work of persecution, so 
far they embody the antichrist of Scripture, the man of 
sin, the false prophet, who rules over the beast of ten 
horns — being himself the head of the beast; even of 
that beast which unites the natures of the leopard, the 
bear, and the lion, and wounds and slays the children 
of God. Yet unquestionably this character, in a very 
especial and pre-eminent manner, has marked the annals 
of the Eomish hierarchy. 

"With the strange anomaly which we have now been 
considering — the professing church of God in possession 
of temporal power, and abusing it for the affliction and 
destruction of the true followers of Christ — we must 
now contrast the scriptural account of the kingdom or 
reign ^ of God, of heaven, or of Christ— by which 
several expressions, only one kingdom is intended. 
Many and various are the passages of Scripture which 
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rdate to this kingdom — ^in the Prophets, the Paalms, 
ihc Gospels, the Epistles, the Eevelalion. They are too 
nuixkerouB to quote ; hut from a general view of them 
the reader will scarcely fail to draw the fc^Uowing 
deductions : — 

1. The kingdom of God is set up in this world, imd 
perfected in the w<»ld to come, hy divine power, inde- 
pendently of all human authority. The little stome 
which is destined to flH the whole earth, is cut out of 
the mountain, '' wiihoui hands. ^^ 

2. This kingdcMu is of a nature wholly different from 
that of the kingdoms of the world. ''It cometii not by 
observation." It is " within us." It is in its nature 
heavenly, spiritual, exercised oyer the hearts of meiiy 
unseen in its action, but manifested in its fruits. 
^'The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, hut 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

8. It is not to be either defended or promoted by 
•carnal weapons, or the arm of flesh. " Our weapons," 
said one of the great ones in this kingdom — a very 
prince in the Israel of God — "are not carnal, but 
fipiritual, and mighty through God to ihe pulling 
down of strong holds," &c. " My kingdom is not of 
this world," said the Saviour himself to Pilate, " else 
would my servants fight." 

4. The subjects of this kingdom — the soldiers of its 
standing army — are the meek and humble followers 
of the Lamb ; all of every name, class, professi<m, or 
country — Jew or Greek, male or female, Scythian, 
barbarian, bond or free — ^who are brought to repentance 
towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ 
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—all who are delivered from the power of darkness, 
:aEd tranaltiteA-iato' the Mngdom of the dear Son of* 
^od. 

5. Of this kingdom^ Jesus, the risen and glorified 
Saviour, is, in the divine economy, the appointed Head; 
— ^the Lordof Glory, the King of kings, who is seated 
on the heavenly^ antitype of David's throne, there to 
rule and reign over the universal church to all eternity. 
I^ow Jeaus is the Prince of Peace. Absolute Sovereigit 
as he is of his own.church, and of the universe for the 
-church's sake, he requires not the interference . of 
humasr monarchs^. in the support [and maintenance ofi 
his kingdom: and the one grand means by which he 
-secures these objects, is the influence of the Holy GhosiJ 
"While the Scriptures contain a clear account of ther 
principles on which his reign is founded, and of the laws 
by whi^his pec^leare governed, he dkils immediately^ 
with the hearts and affections of men; he humbleS' 
iheir pride^ obliterates their sins in his own blood, leads 
them in paths ^f ri^teousnesa, ssncti£6B them in body, 
•souly and spirit, and :spreaddi over them his own banner, 
whieh is Love. 

Such being the: true, character of the kingdom of 
Omst (commenced and carried forward on earth, and. 
perfected'in heaven) it is evident that nothing can be 
more foreign from its nature, or more opposed to itt> 
principles, than the assumption of temporal power for 
ecclesiastical purposes — much more the abuse of that : 
ppwer in a. work which is peculiarly marked in Scrip* 
ture as the work of Satan, (Eev.ii, 13,)— »• e, persecu-* 
tiim. To defend the caufle of Christ against even its 
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enemies, by the sword, is forbidden to the Christian ; ta 
lay waste that cause by the persecution of his faithful 
followers, is not only unlawful but diabolical. 

It is to be hoped that the more reflecting and moderate 
of all classes of professing Christians are prepared to 
unite in these sentiments; but this is a subject on 
which it is impossible to take up our rest at any half- 
way house. The most important principles are involved 
in the discussion, and these principles must be fully 
fathomed, and their legitimate results fairly developed. 

If, in any country, certain political privileges are 
restricted to any one denomination of Christians; if 
Christians of other names and sects are excluded from 
these privileges by the law of the land ; and again, if 
persons of one form of faith, conscientiously adopted^ 
or received by education, are constrained to make 
pecuniary sacrifices, in order to support another form 
of the same faith, from which they dissent— it must be 
allowed that these are so many new types of compulsory 
and therefore of a persecuting system in matters of 
religion ; and are, in point of radical principle, as much 
at variance with the true nature and character of the 
kingdom of Christ, as the sword or the fire of the 
magistrate, the gibbet or scaffold of the executioner. 
It is the interference of the authority of man with the 
prerogative of the Great Head of the church — it is the 
cramping of the liberty of the Spirit, and of the 
inalienable rights of conscience. As long as the peace- 
able duties of the subject and citizen are performed, 
and every practice avoided which is at variance with 
^e law of the land, in temporal matters, or opposed to 
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the welfare of the body politic — so long it is evident 
that Christians of every name ought to be in possession 
of equal political rights, and ought to be permitted to 
pursue their own religious course, without molestation 
or interference. 

It is easy to perceive that the unjust provisions to 
which we have now alluded, are the natural conse- 
quence of the alliance of Church and State. When 
one particular form of Christianity is adopted by the 
state as its own — when a marriage takes place between 
them, and each becomes pledged to support the other 
— it inevitably follows that Christians of other denomi- 
nations are placed under disadvantageous and degrading 
circumstances. And in whatsoever degree such circum- 
stances are alleviated, these nonconformists are still in 
some measure treated as "strangers and foreigners," 
and not as '* fellow-citizens with the saints and of the 
household of God." So also is it unquestionable, that 
the higher grades of persecution have arisen out of the 
same alliance between church and state. The state 
adopts the church, under some particular form, as its 
own ; and the church, on her part, lays claim to all the 
powers of the state, for the support of her cause, and 
for the punishment and destruction of her opposers. 
To this alliance must be ascribed all the horrors of the 
inquisition ; all the blood which flowed in the massacre 
of St. Bartholomew; all the martyr-fires which were 
lighted by Queen Mary of England ; all the sufferings 
of the Quakers in the 17th Century ; all the bonds and 
vexations which are at this very time endured by 
dissentients in many parts of Protestant Europe ; and 

E 2 
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until the system of marrying the church to the state 
is renounced, there can be no security against the 
recurrence of those direful scenes which peculiarly 
distinguish the character of antichrists, and verify 
the portrait drawn in the Holy Scriptures, of thp 
" man of sin." 

Were the views which have now been- advanced, , 
generally adopted among professing Christians, the 
great Head of the church might surely be trusted for 
conducting the affairs of his owu kingdom — a kingdom 
not of, this world — in such a way as would best promote 
the welfare of his subjects, and his own glory. He 
would put it into the hearts of his foUqwers (as has 
already been the case) to unite in the general dissemi- 
natipn of those Holy Scriptures, which contain the 
only divinely authQri;?.ed record of the doctrines which 
we are all bound to believe, and of the moral principles 
whiph ought to regulate our actions. In the mean . 
ti,me, the gentle but- constraining influences of his. 
Spirit would be moving, aqcording to his own good 
pleasure, on the hearts of men ; convincing them of sin, 
humWing them in, the very du^t, breaking them down 
into repentance towards God, and inspiring them with 
a living faith towards the Saviour of men. Thus would 
he enlarge the boundaries of his righteous govern ment, 
while those who already belong to it would be built up 
ii^ Him, and gradually prepared for a translation to the 
inheritence of the saints in glory. In carrying on this, 
wprk, he would doubtless employ, as he ever, has done, 
the instrumentality of men. He would raise up ^ his 
servants for the purpose according to his wi^don^ ; he- 
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would anoint tbem with the oil of his kingdom ; and 
thus would not only call them into service, but qualify 
them for their work. He would also secure in due 
season, for the protection of his people, and for the 
furtherance of his cause, the friendly countenance and 
fostering care of the powerful of the earth. Kings 
would become, not by exclusive laws, but by influence 
and example, the nursing fathers of the church, and 
queens her nursing mothers. Yet all men would see 
and understand that the work is the Lord's. All the 
'glory would be unquestionably due, and not only due, 
but rendered, to the Father, the Son, &nd the Holy 
Spirit, one €k)d blessed for evermore. 



ON THE SPIRITUAL POWER OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 

In the preceding chapter, we have considered the 
usurpation by the hierarchy of temporal power; and 
the dreadful abuse which has been made by the 
priesthood of the magistrate'^! sword. We may now 
direct our attention to the spiritual power of the same 
'priesthood, gradually assumed as primitive Christianity 
l)eeame corrupted, and advancing to a most extravagant 
height under the papal system. 

I conceive that there is no feature which so promi- 
ti^tly marks the character of antichrist as the former 
one now mentioned, viz., the usurpation and abuse, by 
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the ministers of religion, of temporal power. If, how- 
ever, we find those ministers usurping a spiritual 
authority over the church itself, which is foreign from 
their calling; if we find them attempting to exercise 
functions which belong only to Christ, the great Head 
of the church — it must be confessed that here is another 
feature of the power which interferes with the righteous 
government of Christ, and therefore stands opposed 
to Him. 

The particulars of this subject, as they are developed 
under the papal system, are famili^ to most persons. 
They may be divided into two parts ; first, the sway of 
the hierarchy over the subordinate members of their 
own class ; and secondly, the rule of the priesthood 
over the laity. In both respects the apostolic precept, 
" neither be ye lords over God's heritage," is set aside, 
and the power of the clergy is found to amount to 
despotism. There is, probably, no institution in the 
world in which the system of absolute rule on the one 
hand, and implicit obedience on the other, is carried to 
so great a height as in that of the Eomish hierarchy. 
The inferior clergy are completely subject to the 
superiors who are placed over them; these again to 
their superiors ; and all, including the highest digni- 
taries, to the Pope, who claims to be " successor of St. 
Peter" in the bishopric of Home, and sole vicar and 
representative of the Lord Jesus Christ upon earth. 
This system of absolute rule, not only applies to the 
regular clergy, but to all the orders of monks, nuns, and 
friars. A perfect obedience to superiors is the main law 
of all these bodies ^ and many of them are regulated 
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*oii a strictly militaiy principle. There is no army in 
the worid more exactly arranged, more elaborately 
•disciplined, more absolutely governed, or more effective 
in action, than the order of the Jesuits. Zealous, 
«teady, and unceasing are they in their operations, 
which are ramified in a thousand different directions ; 
ever opposed to all that is opposed to popery, ever 
aiming at the reduction of the world under the banner 
of Rome, ever pushing forward towards that vast 
-object; calling all the devices of human policy into 
their service, weaving the web of the most plausible 
sophistry, and casting this dangerous network over the 
souls of men; unscrupulous as to the means, (if we 
^re to believe Pascal ^and the Jansenists) because the 
end is, in their view, sanctified. The great secret of 
their success, and of the success of the whole papal 
4Bystem, is contained in these words, despotic bxtle, 

mPLTCIT OBEDIENCE. 

The more we reflect on this vast fabric of internal 
government — a system to which the world presents no 
parallel— the more we shall perceive that it is the very 
masterpiece of human policy ; nay, that it is so far 
superhuman, that if we dare not trace it to the wisdom 
which Cometh from above — and this we cannot do — we 
3ie almost compelled to believe that some dark power, 
stronger and more crafty than man, is the true author 
of this professedly spiritual building. If so, it will be 
found but frost-work after all, and will melt away in 
<lue season, before the bright beams of the Sun of 
righteousness, when He shall again arise upon the 
■earth, as the glorious and all-sufficient Head of his own 
iChurch, with healing on his wings. 
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While we acknowledge ithe perfection of iliis policy 
.-in a worldly point of yiew, a dose exaTnination of 
Scripture will serre to conTmce iie that .Christianity 
contains no warrant whatsoeyer for any such system.;, 
but that, on the contrary, such a plan of churoh 
gOTemxnent is in op^i opposition to the eimplioity of 
^e gospel of Christ. 

In the first place, it is the dear doctrine of Bcripture^ 
tiiat Jesus Christ himself is the iHigh Priest of our 
profession ; ^and that he actually governs his church oa 
earth as well as in heaven, by the .gentle touches of his 
lave and power, by the immediate influences of his^ 
.Holy Spirit. He never appointed a Tepresentative or 
viceroy, on whom the office might devolve of reigning^ 
over the visible chorch in his stead; one (wbose 
supreme will should be law to all the subordinate 
orders of his servants or ministers. Christ himself is- 
represented in Scripture as the antitype of Moses, the 
ruler of the household of God. Moses was ^edth^l in. 
;that househdd as a servant of God, under wiiose 
authority he acted — " Christ, as a Son, over his own 
house.'' When we read of a spiritual potentate an 
earth, who assumes the right of ruling the family of 
God, according to his own good will and pleasure, yet 
as God! a vicegerent, we read of that which may hare 
isome faint shadow of a resemblance in the Jewish high- 
priesthood, but which is utterly at variance with the 
Christian dispensation, under which Christ himself is 
the sole absolute ruler, and ever {present hdper^of bos 
people. 

Had it been the will of the great Head of Hat 
church to appoint a supreme viceroy, such as the Pope- 
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assumes to be, lie would surely have invested some one 
of the apostles with ttiis vasfc ftmbtion, and would hare 
defined the law of future succetsiMi. But no such cir- 
^4amstanoe is recorded, or in the most distant manner 
alluded to, in the New Testament. True, indeed, it k,. 
that Peter, with all his ^Its, was. pre-eminent in faith 
and love; and after our Lord's ascension was foremost 
in pleading the cause of his master, and in feeding th& 
little flock of the disciples of Jesus. But thk apostle 
-was invested by his Lord with no supreme authority 
over his brethren, nor is there the lightest ground for 
supposing that he ^acertsised any tiuch authority 4tfter 
the ascension of Christ. 

In order to a full clearing of the subject, it may be 
-well to advert to the passage of our Lord's discourses 
on which the Bomsm Cdtholic church builds her faith 
in the supremacy of Peter: see Matt, xvi, 13 — 20. 
^^ When Jesus came into i^ coasts of Cesarea PhiUppi, 
<^e asked his disciples, sesyhxg, Whom do m^^ sa(y that I 
^Ite Son of man am? And ikey said, Some s^y that 
«thou art John the B^^tist, some Elias, and others 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, 
but whom say ye that I am? and Simon Peter answered 
^SEud said. Thou art the dvrist, the Son of the living 
(God. And Jesus answoied <and said unto him, Blessed^ 
i«rt thou Simon Bar-jona ; for flesh and blood hath not 
iievealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
Qieaven. And I also say unto tiiiee, that thou art Peter,. 
'And upon this rock {-koX M ravry rj irirpjf) I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell shall not preTaH 
against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of th& 
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kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on. earth, shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. 
Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no 
man that he was Jesus the Christ.'' Almost imme- 
diately afterwards we find Peter rebuked by his Master, 
for his carnal and worldly views; "Get thee behind 
me, Satan ; for thou savourest not the things that be of 
^od, but those that be of men." 

These words of severe rebuke afford a strong indica- 
'tion that the preceding declaration is to be understood 
:in no sens6 which can involve the exaltation of Peter 
above his brethren. 

It appears to be wholly at variance with the scope 
of the gospel, to imagine that our Saviour here repre- 
:sented his poor erring servant, so zealous and yet so 
weak, as the rock on which his church was to be built.^ 
If, however, the expressions, " On this rock or stone 
(TTcVf)^) I will build my church," have any reference to 
Peter, it must surely be in a subordinate sense, and 
inust be understood as alluding to his eminent services, 
in unison with the other apostles, in preaching the 
gospel both to Jews and Qentiles, and thus, through the 
^ower of the Holy Spirit, establishing Christianity in 
the world. It is on this ground, doubtless, that the 
twelve foundations of the "New Jerusalem are described 
in the Eevelation, as composed of precious stones, each 
of its peculiar colour, and marked with the names of 
the twelve apostles of the Lamb. Paul, also, in his 
•epistle to the Ephesian converts, salutes them as 
^persons who were ''no more strangers and foreigners. 
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but of the household of faith — ^built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets," &c. The preaching of 
the apostles was, in its nature, fundamental; it had 
respect to that Saviour, who is himself the only ?x)ck 
on which is built the superstructure of truth, and the 
fabric of the true and Hving church: and no sooner 
do we depart from the ground which was thus clearly 
marked out by the apostles, than we are at sea in the 
things of God, exposed to every wind of human opinion 
and liable to be wrecked in every storm which may be 
raised by the power and craftiness of the enemy of our 
souls. In the proper sense of the terms, Christ has no 
human partner or fellow, in his character of the Foun- 
dation. The doctrine of Scripture on this subject is 
most explicit, ** Other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Christ Jesus : " 1 Cor. iii, 11; 
comp. Isaiah xxviii, 16. 

So far, then, as Peter was instrumental in founding 
the Lord's church on earth, he was one in dignity and 
function, (though a leader amongst them in point of 
love, zeal, and success,) with the rest of the apostles. 
But it is surely far more consistent with the whole 
tenor of the New Testament to understand the words 
of Jesus as applying to our Saviour himself. Peter 
Bays, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
Jesus answered, " On this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.'' The 
answer was expHcit : and that it was well understood 
by Peter, is evident from the uniform tenor of his dis- 
courses and writings, in all which he never directed the 
attention of the people to himself, but always to Christ, 
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' — "If SO be ye hare tasted that the Lord is gracious^ 
to whom coming as unto a liyino stonb, &c., ye also as^ 
lively stones are built up a spiritual house, an holy- 
priesthood, to oflfer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable ta 
God through Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is con- 
tained in the Scripture, Behold 1 lay in Zion (fdr a 
TOUNDATION— Hebrew) a Chibf (toenbk stone, electa 
precious, and he that believeth on Him shall not be 
confounded : " 1 Peter, ii, 3—6. 

With respect to the expressions whi6h follow, I 
conceive that to hold the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, is perfectly synonymous with possessing the 
power of linding or loosening. The blessed trutha 
which Peter preached, were the means of opening the 
door of the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Thus 
^tiie keys of that door were placed in his hands : and in 
his capacity of an inspired apostle, the power waJs^ 
given to him both of loosening and binding the captive 
soul. The willing and obedieiit hearers of these glad 
tidings, were delivered from all their bohds. On the 
•contrary, those who resisted the truths of ChristiaDity, 
experienced the confirmation and aggravation of their 
spiritual captivity. The very dust of the feet of the 
apostles was shaken off against them. These inspired 
preachers, who were "a savour of life unto life" te 
'Some, were thus to othcfrs "a savour of death unti> 
death." Such I appr^end to be the true intent of 
ijhis promise ; but, whatever was its meaning, it taaiked 
no peculiar authority dr dignity in Peter above his 
brethren. These functions and privileges belcJnged to 
-all the anointed servants of Christ ; and we soon after- 
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-wards, find the same power con^mitted to the dUQiples in . 
« body ;— " Verily I say imto you, whatsoever ye shall 
bind. on earth, shaU be bound in heaven; and whatso- 
•ever ye shall Ipose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven; 
again I say unto yon, That if two of you shall agree on 
«arth as touching, any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which i^ in heaven ; for 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them : '' Matt, xviii, 18 — 20. 
Not a shadow of evidence remains that Peter was. 
invested with a vice-regal authority over the church,. 
That in point of fact he possessed no such superiority, 
iuid exercised no such power, is evident from Paul's 
-declaration that he (Paul) was " not a whit behind the^ 
Tery chiefest apostles:" 2 Cor. xi, 5; also from the 
fact, elsewhere recorded, that when Peter failed to 
maintain the liberty of the gospel among the converts 
4it Antioch, Paul ** mthstood him U his faee;*^ and 
reproved him without the smallest reserve or ceremony: 
Gal ii, 11 — 21. It was not Peter who governed Paul; 
nor can it be the supposed successors of Peter who. 
govern the ministers of the Lord in the present day ; it 
is Christ, the High Priest of our profession, who wa^. 
the only Master of Peter and Paul, and of all the 
prophets, apostles, and evangelists of primitive Christi? 
anity ; and who is still the only Master of the living 
ministers of his own gospel. I^othing can be more to 
the point, in reference to the present subject, than some, 
of the conversations of our Lord with his disciples,. 
The questiop, " which of them should be the greatest," 
or '* the greatest in. the kingdom of heaven/' waa a 



d by Google 



62 ON THE SPIRITUAL POWER 

subject of eager dispute and discussion among the- 
followers of Jesus; but tbeir divine Master gave no 
countenance to any sucli ambitious views as they in 
their weakness were prone to entertain. He set a 
little child in the midst of them as a pattern; and 
said, " He that is least among you all, the same shall 
be great:" Luke ix, 46,48; Matt, xviii, 1 — 4; Mark 
ix, 34 — 37. On another occasion he gave them ex- 
plicit directions to the same effect — " Be not ye called 
Eabbi, (or Master,) for onb is your master, even Christ,, 
and ALL YB ARB BRETHREN : " Matt, xxiii, 8. 

The view now taken of the immediate rule of Christ 
over his people, is confirmed by the well-known circum- 
stance, that the primitive church, scattered as it was^ 
over many cities and countries, was never arranged as 
a single united fabric, under a scale of human officers • 
— every one depending on his superior — and all on a 
single supreme ruler on earth. On the contrary, the 
congregations of Christians, both among Jews and 
Gentiles, were severally independent in the matter of 
government. They were under the care of their own 
elders and overseers, and with the help of this local 
government, conducted their own affairs — yet always 
in subjection to the supreme and immediate rule of the 
risen and glorified Saviour. He it was, who, having 
ascended up on high, and having led captivity captive, 
poured forth the gifts and graces of his Holy Spirit 
according to his own will; and "he gave some apostles, 
and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the- 
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body of Christ:" Epb. iv, 11, 12. And He it is who 
still selects, appoints, qualifies, and governs his owm 
ministers, to whatsoever grade, and whatsoever denom- 
ination they may belong. 

"We must now advert to the second point — the power 
of the priesthood over the lay members of the church 
of Christ. That this power, under the papal system, 
has advanced to an intolerable height, cannot be denied 
by those who have any acquaintance with the condition 
of the people in Roman Catholic countries, and especially 
in Ireland, where the will of the priest, to a very great 
extent, is law to all the members of his congregation. 

The discipline of the church is wholly in the hands 
of ecclesiastics, and that discipline is often exercised 
with great severity. Confession and penance are fearful 
weapons by which the less educated part of mankind, 
and not that part exclusively, are bowed and broken 
under the hands of the priesthood. Yet the terror of 
impending penance is nothing in comparison with the- 
assumption of the power of binding and loosening, in 
the sense of retaining and forgiving sins. On the 

' priest alone rests the divine prerogative of absolution ; 
and therefore, witii the Papist, disobedience to the 
priest is death to the soul. Every act of religious 
liberty, every eflPort of the mind after a free inquiry 
into truth, every step towards an independent exercise 
of the understanding and conscience in the things of 
Qod, is barred by the consideration that if the priest be 
offended, absolution cannot be obtained, and the soul 
must therefore be lost. Again, it is notorious that in 

the view of those deluded votaries of the sacerdotal 
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office^ theffe is no safety for. a departing sonl,. unless oerf 
tain viatica, to hearen, (the sacramental wsIbt^ and: 
extreme unotum^. for example^) can be obtaijied fttm. 
the priest. Who then shall dare resist' the! authority ^t 
his eoclesiaBUoalraler^ at the risk of bi^is^.depriyed'of 
these viatica?' Or if we tnke purgatory into vaewf 
what.sincere adherent of: the Rpmidi system^, wouldt 
Tenture^ by disobeying: his priest, to lose the beaefit^. 
after quitting this ;morW sc^^ne, of the, sacrifice of. th». 
TQ»mf9rtha. deai.f 

It is certain that all these superstitions have combined, 
to throw a po^wer over the laity more than despotiej 
into the handl of th^ Bomish clergy ; nor will the calm 
and aecwatq observer fail* to remark, that both paxtie^. 
^re deep sufferers from sttd:i a {System^ Its natural/ 
consequeftcoi amiong. the clergy, its 'bigotry and.aRror 
^ance ; among the people^ ignor^oice and superstition* 

Having thn* adverted to the facts of the case — fects: 
of the most notorious character^ we mays advance to the 
question, What says the Scripture in reference to this, 
subject ? ■ Andu in answering this; qu<estion, we cannot'. 
4q better than add^e, in the first place, a;memorf^d» 
passage, from, the catholic epistle of Feter himself, in. 
which he- not only^places himself on .a ground of p«!- 
fect equality with his brethren, but utterly repudiateer 
the notion, that, those whom the Holy- Ghost haai 
appointed to be overseers. of ^ the fiod^, are to exeroiseii 
lordship, by. which w« may understand a. despoti^^ 
power— *over those who are thus committed < to. tb^ 
charge. '*The eldOTs which among you^Iexbopt^ whtr* 
am alio aokMer (6 ov/isrpecrjSvrepoc^ an eld^ with them) 
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^tad a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the gl(Hy that ^all he revealed. Feed the 
floek of God whieh is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint but willingly ; not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords ovct 
{Karattvpttvevrec) God's heritage; but being ensamples 
to the flock likewise ye yovoiger submit your- 
selves unto the eld^, yea aH of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility, for God resisteth 
ihe proud, and gjLv^th grace to the humble : " 1 Peter, 
v, 1—5. 

From this passage it is evident that nothing analogous 
to the despotic ^ritual power of the Eomish priest- 
hood was allowed in primitive days; that while the 
•chosen servants ef the Lord, who were elders in the 
truth, (whether they were so in years or not,) were 
engaged in superintending and feeding the flock, tb«y 
were not permitted to exercise a mastership over tha 
body ; but that aU the members of the church were to 
be subject one to another in love. On a further inves- 
tigation of the sfubjecty I believe we shall And that the 
power of inflicting the disci^ne of the church rested 
not with the overseers, elders, or preachers, in their 
distinct capacity, but wi^ the church itsdlf. Of this 
fact we have plain scriptural evidence in the following 
precept of Jeras, "Moreover if thy brother shall tres- 
pass £^;ainst thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, th^L 
take with thee one or two more, &c. ; and if he shall 
n^eot to hear them, tell it wdo ike (Aureh,** &e«: 



d by Google 



66 OK XHB SFIRITITAL POWES 

Matt, xviii, 15^ — 17. It was the church therefore, not 
the apostles only — ^not the preachers or elders alone- 
bat the whole body or congregation, to whom the finat 
appeal was to be made in a matter of discipline, and by 
whom (under Christ) that matter was to be settled. 

It is a satisfactory circumstance that, in the epistles 
of Paul, we are furnished with an example, in which 
our Lord's precept was in this respect carried into 
effect. A member of the Corinthian church had com- 
knitted an incestuous crime ; and what says the apostle 
on the occasion ? ** For I verily, as absent in body but 
present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were 
present, concerning him that hath so done this deed: 
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are 
gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. . . .purge out there- 
fore the old leaven," &c. Here Paul, in his apostolic 
character, directs, and rightly directs, the action of the 
church. Nevertheless it is the church itself, the assem- 
bled body of Christians at Corinth, who were to act in 
this affair of discipline, in dependence on the power of 
Christ; to deliver up the offender to Satan, (for the 
infliction, I suppose, of some disease,) and to purge out 
the old leaven, by excommunication or disownment. 
There can be no doubt that the church at Corinth acted 
according to the apostle's injunction in the case; and; 
in his second epistle, we find him calling on the sam^ 
body — not the overseers and elders alone, but the 
<^urch in its corporate capacity — to restore the now 
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penitent believer, to their tinity and favour : see 1 Cor. 
V; 2 Cor. ii. According to the primitive plan, therefore, 
the authority to inflict discipline rests not with any 
priesthood, but with the body of Christ. The same 
may be said of confession, which, according to the 
apostolic plan, had nothing clerical in its bearing — 
^'Confess your faults one to anothee, and pray onb 
POE ANOTHEE, that ye may be healed : " James v, 16. 

But it was not only in matters of discipline that the 
authority, under Christ, rested with the whole company 
of the believers. "When regulations were to be made 
for the conduct of the Lord's people, it was the people 
themselves, who, with due regard to the judgment of 
their spiritual guides, enacted those regulations. Thus 
the decree respecting the freedom of the Gentile con- 
verts from the yoke of the Jewish ceremonial law, was 
agreed upon by the assembled body of Christians at 
Jerusalem, and was issued in the name of ^'the apostles, 
and elders, and brethren:^* see Acts xv, 4, 12, 22, 23, 
The government was essentially democratic, as it re- 
garded the members of the body ; but it was a demo- 
cracy, like that of ancient Israel, under the immediate 
control and guidance of the gread Head of the church. 
The conclusion to which the church arrived on this 
occasion, seemed good to the apostles, and elders, and 
brethren, for this simple reason, that it %lso ''seemed 
good to the Holy Ghost : " ver. 28. 

In the case of the incestuous member of the Corin- 
thian church, we may observe that the assembly of 
Christians which inflicted the disciplinary sentencoy 
was afterwards exhorted by the apostle Paul to forgw$^ 
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the offender. This oirenxastanoe affords a due to the 
{urobable meaning of onr Lord's address to his 
disciples recorded in John xx, 23. " Vhataoeyer sins 
7« remit they are remitted nnto them, and whatsoever 
sins ye retain, they are retained."* There is no reason 
to conclude that this commission was intended to be 
confined to the apostles ; it is rather to be regarded as 
declarative of the power which was to resi^ in the 
church, or whole body of belierers in any place — that 
of remitting or retaining ths sins of transgressing 
members of the body, so far as related to disoipUm. 
When the offender was ezeommunicated or otherwise 
punished, and during the oontanuance of the penalty, 
his sin was retained by ihe cburch ; and when again he 
was restored to favour, it was remUUd or forpven by 
bis brethren; and their decrees on the subject were 
ratified by the sanction and fiat of their Divine Master, 
under the guidance ol whose Spirit it was their privi- 
lege to act. But to apply this declaration to that 
retaining of sins, of which the awful oonseqn^ce is 
t^e fire never to be q;uenched ; and to that forgiveness 
of them, through which the penitent sinner, believing 
in the Lord Jesus, is deliv^ed from the pains of hell, 
and obtains an immortality of bliss, is surely in the 
highest degree at variance with the principles of divine 
trutii. Who can forgive sins but God akme? was & 
question which the Pharisees asked, when Jesus forgave 
the palsied suppliant. Nor could any man fail to 
answer, iro oirs. Sin is the transgression of the law of 
God; and, in the very nature of things^ ncme but God 
can pardon it, and absolve the sinner from its awful 
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ecmsequences. Jesus ** had power on earth to fi^rgiytt 
sins," hecause he was the Son. of God — one with the 
Father. "I even I am he that blotteth out thine 
iniquities for mine own sake," said Jehovah to Israel, 
'' and will not remember thy sins :" Isa. zliii, 25 ; and 
again, " I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem- 
ber their sin no more : " Jer. xxxi, 34. An apostlo, 
under the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
might indeed pronounee the forgiveness of sins ; but the 
act of pardon is a divine prerogative, which belongs 
exclusively to the Judge of all flesh, and may well be 
regarded as the brightest jewel in his crown of right* 
eousness and glory. 

The assumption of a power to forgive sins, and all 
the odious consequences which have followed from it, 
f(Nin one of the principal antichristian features of the 
papal hierarchy. Here is the blasphemy of the " man 
of sin,^' in pretending to the possession of the most 
sacred of the divine attributes. Here is that sitting 
''on the throne of Gk>d, and that exalting of himself 
above all that is called God," of which we read in 
Scripture. H^e too is the m&rccmtile abomination of 
Babylon, so vividly depicted in the visions of John. 
Money is poured into her treasury by the kings of the 
earth, and by their subjects and followers — and the 
article received in return, is the Pope's pardon of sins 
that are past, and the Pope's permission to sin for the 
fixture. The gross and enormous traffic which Home 
has carried on in this article of indulgence to the sinful 
propensities of man, is certainly one of the strangest 
instances of human wickedness under the plea of 
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religion, that ever disgraced the history of our species* 
This professed angel of mercy, is sorely nothing better 
than Satan in transformation; and yet so transformed 
ds to be scarcely concealed. That this system which 
claims the power of absolution for man, and even sano* 
tions his selling that blessed boon, is at once immoral 
^nd impious, no reflecting Christian, whether Protestant 
or Roman Catholic, can with any reason deny. 

But independently of the supposed power of absolu* 
tion, there remains the sacerdotal authority, armed with 
the propitiatory sacrifice of the mass, by which to 
enthral the souls of men, and bring them under slavery 
to their spiritual guides. What then says the Scripture^ 
first, on the subject of sacrifice, and secondly, on that 
pf the sacerdotal office in the church of Christ? It 
plainly indicates, that under the gospel there is recog- 
nized no propitiatory sacrifice, but the one offering of 
Jesus on the cross; and no one who holds the sacerdotal 
office, but the risen and glorified Saviour himself. 

I. A calm review of the doctrine of the New Testa* 
ment, on the subject of propitiation, may soon satisfy 
us, that the popish invention of the sacrifice of the 
mass is not only without the shadow of support from 
i3cripture, but is opposed to some of the fundamental 
principles of Christianity. Christianity declares in the 
first place, that the sacrifices ordained by the Jewish 
law, were simply ceremonial in their nature — that 
** the blood of goats and of calves could not take away 
sin;'' that they were the mere types of good things to 
come; and that having now served their purpose, ia 
foreshadowing the sacrifice of Christ, they form no 
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part of the religion or worship of the disciples of Jesus* 
In the meantime, the one great offering of Christ oa 
ihe cross, is everywhere insisted on, in the New Testa- 
ment, as the means of oar reconciliation with God, and 
las the sole ground of our deliverance from punishment^ 
and of our hope of heaven. 

Our Saviour himself frequently alluded to this great 
doctrine : (John iii, 14, &c.) and no one who has the 
Jeast acquaintance with the Kew Testament, can fail to 
he aware how frequently the propitiatory offering of 
Christ is dwelt upon by the apostles* The subject is 
concentrated in the declaration of Peter, that *' we are 
not redeemed by corruptible things as silver and gold, 
from our vain conversation received by tradition from 
our fathers, but by the precious blood of Christ, as of 
^ lamb without blemish and without spot:" 1 Peter i, 
13, 19; and the universality of the application of this 
^sacrifice to mankind, is set forth in the epistle of John, 
"He was the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but for the sins of the whole world :" 1 John ii, 2. 

But in the Epistle to the Hebrews more especially 
are we taught, that the atoning death of Christ was 
ihe end and fulfilment of the shadows of the law; 
and that this propitiation having been made once for 
^, all sacrifice for sin ceases. "For such an high 
priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens, who needeth not daily, as those high priests, 
to offer up sacrifice first for his own sins and then f(^ 
•the people's ; for this he did once, having offered up 
Jimself:" chap, vii, 26, 27. "For Christ is no^ 
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entered into ^e holy plaoes made with bands, wliich 
are the figures of the trae, bat into beav^ itsdf, new 
to appear in the presence of Grod for vb : nor yet tiiat 
be should offi^ himself V^^ ^ ^ bigh priest ^itevetli 
into the holy place every year with the blood of o^&ere, 
(for then must he often have solfered since the founda- 
tion of the world ;) but now oircs in the end of ^e 
world, hath he i^peared to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of Himself; and as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but aft^ this the judgm^it; so Christ was oircK 
offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them that 
look for him, diall he f^ppear, the second time, wiibout 
sin, (or a sin offering,) unto salvation :'' chxp. ix, 24 — 
28* Again, ** And every priest standeth daily minis* 
tering; and offi^ing centimes the same sacrifices,^ 
which can never take away sins ; but this man, aft^^ 
he had offered ovs sacrifice for sins fi>r ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God. . . .for by ohb offning he 
hath perfected for ev^ them that are sanctified : chap. 
X, 11—14. 

To conclude, it is tiie clear doctrine of iMs inspired 
writer, that if we sin wilfully after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth (and have thus belied our 
fidth in this one sacrifice) — ^ th«!e remaineth n^ more 
9aer%fid$ for tin :" the sacrifices of the Jewish law are 
fulfilled, and in point of authority for ever abolidied: 
the one availing offering of Jesus Christ ^i the otoss i» 
rejected by the apostate who falls from graee; and ikire 
remaineth no other eaerifiee what$oo9er. 

When we aver on apostolic authority, that there 
remaineth no other sacrifice whatsoever, we do not 
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forget that trae GhiistiaDS oi every name and class are 
"a holy nation, a royal priesthood," to offer up 
''^SFnuTTTAi.sacrifiees acceptable to Ood through JeBcis 
Christ : " 1 Peter ii, v. They present their bodies and 
souls, even the whole man, *' a Irring sacrifice,'' which 
is certainly no more than their "reasonable service:'^ 
Bom. adi, 1. They can give ear to the apostolic exhor- 
tation : " Let US go forth therefore unto him without 
the camp, beariqg his reproadd : for here we have no^ 
continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him 
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise continually, 
that is, the &uit of our lips, giving thanks to his name ; 
but to do good and oommunicate forget not, for with 
such sacrifices Ood is well pleased : '' SEeb. xiii, 13-16. 
Such and sudi only are the sacrifices which Christianity 
recognizes: First, the one propitiatory offering of 
Jesus on the cross, by which alone we are redeemed, 
and to which mankind, all the world over, and in every 
succeeding age, are freely invited to look, in »mple 
foith, and without the mediation of any human priest- 
hood, for the forgiveness of their sins : and secondly, 
^e grateful return, on the part of Christian believers, 
of a loving and obedient heart, and of a life devoted to 
the service and glory of God. 

2. From this scriptural view of the subject, it is 
abundantly evident that the Eomish sacrifice of the^ 
mass, perpetually offered up as it is, as a propitiation, 
for sin, is not only unauthorized by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, but is wholly opposed to its nature, character, 
and spirit. Now where there is no sacrifice, there is 
no priest; f(»r sacrifice is the essential characteristic of 
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the sacerdotal office. The continuance of that office, 
under the papal and hierarchical system, is nothing 
better than a recurrence to the old plan of Jewish 
worship, and stands opposed to the simplicity of th^ 
truth and spirituality of the gospel dispensation. A 
Friest (lepevc, sacerdos) is not only a minister but a 
mediator : he stands between the people and their Gt)d; 
he offers up sacrifice first for his own sins, and after- 
wards for those of the people. But, in this glorious 
gospel day, as we know only one God, so we know only 
one *^ Mediator between Qod and man, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave his life a ransom for all : *' 1 Tim. ii, 
5. In the distribution of spiritual gifts and offices, we 
read that the risen and glorified Saviour *'gave some 
apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and 
^ome pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the 
saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ:" we read also of presbyters or 
elders, of bishops or overseers, of deacons or servants I 
but among all these we hear nothing whatsoever of the 
priest, — the iiptvQ or sacerdos. We must therefore 
conclude that Jesus is the only priest of the Christian 
ohurch. In him the shadows of the law, and especially 
the whole sacrificial system, are for ever fulfilled. He 
4ias died, once for all, for the sins of the whole world; 
he is ever present with his people to bless them in the 
name of his Father; he is their never- failing Advocate 
and Intercessor before the throne of God; he carries 
the names of all the tribes of the true Israel, as on hift 
-breastplate, before the Lord ; like Aaron, he bears the 
iniquity even of our "holy things." The Lord hatk 
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fiwom and will uot repent, saith the Father to the Son> 
** Thou art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchi- 
zedek.'* Uniting in himself the regal and sacerdotal 
offices, he hoth mediates and reigns, and supplies, in 
both respects, the whole need of his universal church* 
Ecclesiastical systems, invented by men, shall last their 
season, and then vanish. The finest fabrics of human 
policy, in the things of religion, shall perish before 
the breath of the Lord Almighty ; but /esus Christ, 
our only High Priest, is "the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever," and "of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end." 



There is no point which more clearly betrays the 
identity of the antichrist of Scripture with Papal 
Bome, and none more marked and conspicuous in thd 
history of her system, than her assumption of the 
power of working miracles. It may safely be asserted^ 
that the wonders pretended to be wrought under the 
authority of the Papacy are, practically speaking, in- 
numerable. This is the portentous evidence—so over- 
whelming to the ignorant and superstitious mind— on 
which the Eomish hierarchy has mainly relied, in the 
pupport of her pretensions to universal empire, both 
temporal and spiritual* The legends of her monas- 
teries, and the stories of her saints (whether suffering 
on earth, or beatified in heaven) are full of these 
strange infractions of the order of nature. The greater 
part of these anomalies are marked by such obvious 
absurdity, as to excite only the smile of derision ; yet 
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tjiBj kave seiVed the purpose of deeeiying, and keepings 
i^darej3aptivity, millions of ignorant devotees. Such 
deldsions can be classed onlj with the tricks of the 
juggler. Others, undoubtedly, are more unaccountable 
in tiieir nature, and more difficult of deteetion; and 
may perhs^ serve to remind us, that eril e^irits may 
still have some power permitted them over the laws of 
nature, as in the days of Hoses and the magicians. 

Let no man suppose that there is any real similitude 
betwen the '' lying wonders 'V of popery and the 
miraeles of the New Testament. The former are, as a 
whole, lighter than vanity : the latter fixed and sub- 
stantial as a rock. The difference between them is to 
be observed in three essential particulars; first, the 
99idene$ of their reality — that of the Christian miraeles 
being overpowering, while that of the popish wonders 
is notoriously weak ; secondly, their intrinsic nature — 
the Christian miracles being in every respect truly 
great, and worthy of their Author, while most of ttie 
popish wonders are puerile in the extreme; and thirdly, 
the character of the epstem, which they are reepeetivefy 
intended to maintain. The Christian miracles are among 
the irrefragable supports of a religion of perfect bene- 
Tolence, justice, and holinees. The popish wonders are 
the wretched props of false and dangerous doctrine, 
and of usurped, unrighteous power. It is on the most 
rational grounds that the former demand our sincere 
and hearty credence ; and it is for reasons equally con- 
vineing, that the latter must be calmly but resolutely 
disallowed. 
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tm Dmina worship. 

I. The first grand point in reference to divine worsHp^ 
is the consideration of the Being or Beings to whom it 
is addressed. Honour and reverence paid even to 
human dignitaries, is sometimes included in the idea of 
worship; as it is said, that all the congregation of 
Israel bowed dowu and " worshipped the Lord and the 
Xing:*^ I Ghron. xxix, 20. But while, under the fall 
light of the gospel dispensation, the impropriety of such 
acts of reverence, addressed to mortals, is very obvious^ 
we are not to confound them with ** Sivme worship '' in 
its proper sense; for this is such an adoration, as 
supposes the existence of seme divine attribute or attri- 
butes in the Being or person to whom it is offered. 
Thus the prostration both of body and soul, which was 
frequently offered to our Saviour when on earth, had 
An obvious reference to the divine power which he 
possessed, of changing the order of nature, in the 
working of stupendous mirades. The man bom blind, 
on whom he had so graciously bestowed perfect eyes 
And perfect vision, worshipped him as the Son of God; 
the apostles adored him in the same character, when he 
had displayed his control oybt the winds and waves, 
And had made the storm a calm ; cffid the leper bowed 
down before him as truly divine, in the belief that, by 
his ^fiat, Jesos could in a moment deliver him from 
his otherwise iscuarabk disease. So also the martyr 
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Stephen prayed to Jesus to receive his soul into heaven^ 
and to forgive his per8ecut4>r8. In all these instances^ 
the Son of God was risihle to the worshipper; hut other 
examples are recorded in the New Testament, in which 
prayer was addressed to him as an unseen Being ; see 
Acts i, 21 — 25; 2 Cor. xii, 7 — 9. It does not appear 
to me that any sound Christian can ohject to the ado- 
ration of the Son or of the Holy Spirit, because the 
Scriptures afford abundant evidence of the subsistence 
of each of them in the essence and unity of the 
Grodhead; but if there is any one principle more clearly 
laid down than another in the code of Holy Writ, it is,, 
that God alone is the proper object of spiritual or 
religious adoration ; and that if such worship is offered 
to any other Being, it is a deadly offence against the 
majesty of heaven, and a sin of the deepest dye. 

Let us take that virtuous and faithful handmaid of 
God, the blessed mother of our Lord, as our first example* 
So far as her history is developed in the gospels, we 
cannot but admire her character. Her simple belief in 
the angelic annunciation, and her child-like devotion ta 
the will of God, are ihdeed exemplary. Her attendance 
beside the cross, during the terrible sufferings of the 
dying Jesus, marked the triumph of affection and piety 
over all weakness and fear; and even her too great zeal 
for the display of his miraculous power at Cana of 
Galilee, although it met with a timely reproof from her 
Son, may be charitably ascribed to an ardent desire to 
behold his glory. But the mother of Jesus is not once 
mentioned in the apostolic epistles, or the Revelation. 
Honoured as she was among mortals^ as the chosen 
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vessel through whom the Word became incarnate, she 
lived as mortals live, and died as mortals die. There i» 
not the smallest hint in Scripture, that she never 
sinned ; or that she entered heaven on any other ground 
than redemption through the blood of the Saviour who- 
was born of her. In constituting her the queen of 
heaven ; in adoring her in psalms, hymns, and prayers^ 
as the mother of God ; in addressiiig her as an omni^ 
present being, in order to implore her intercession with 
the Father and the Son; in calling upon her for 
deliverance from a variety of evils, both temporal and 
spiritual, (an unquestionably common practise among^ 
the adherents of the papal system,) is surely undenia- 
ble that the church of Kome is guilty of ascribing 
dtvtne attributes, and of addressing divine worship, to a 
creature — even a once fallen creature, like ourselves; 
Herein the name of Blasphemy is written on the fore- 
head of the false prophet; or of the second beast, who 
had the visage of the Lamb with the voice of the 
dragon. 

The God of Israel is often described as a jealous God. 
He will admit of no rival in the worship of his people. 
Infinite is the distance, in point of dignity and power, 
between him and the most exalted of his creatures; 
''Before me," saith the Lord, "there was no God^ 
formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, an^ 
the Lord; and beside me there is no Saviour;" Isaiab* 
xliii, 10, 11. If the worship of Mary, who undoubted- 
ly occupied an exalted place in the plan of man'i^ 
redemption, is utterly opposed to this sacred principle, 
the same remark still more obviously applies to the- 



d by Google 



BO OV DIVINE TfOBSHIP. 

invocation of saints^ whether they be apostles and 
evangelists of primitive times, or Eomish devotees of a 
later period. When the act of bodily prostration w«9 
addressed by Cornelius to Peter, and indignantly re- 
jected by him because he was ''a man/^ little did the 
apostle imagine, that prayers and invocations would 
aft^wards be addressed to him, and to a thousand 
<ither saints, real or supposed, as to so many unseen and 
spiritual being^. This worship is offered under the 
noti<Mi, in the first place, that although dead and 
invisible, they can hear such addresses; and, in the 
second plaee^ that it is their (^eo to act as mediators or 
intercess<»rs with the Father ; and are moreover endued 
with a divine power, to fence off every kind of sorrow 
4ind danger from those who trust in them. Among tke 
more ignorant of the Komish communion, these saints 
may truly be said to serve the purpose of tutelary 
deities or demi-geds; or in other words, substitutes lor 
JxHovAH, in whose stead they are so frequcmtly invoked 
-as " mighty to save and able to deliver." But even when 
they are called upon^ for the sok purpose of engi^ging 
theur intercession, the £sct of their being freely ad- 
dressed on aM OGoasions which may appear to require 
iheas advocacy, and in all places wheresoever the kt of 
their sup^^nts may be east, dearly involves the imag* 
ination that they possess one of the highest and metft 
glorious of the divine attributes — omn^?ru€»e$. 

Eespeoting the angdb, the question is asked in 
8(uipture, ''Are they not all ministerii^ spirits, sent 
forth to minister ^ them who are heirs of salvation ?" 
This question supposes its own answer m the affirma- 
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tive ; nor is it unreasonable to believe, that the office of 
kindness here ascribed to the angels, is shared by the 
«t^arted spirits of those who have died in the Lord, 
and who are now for ever numbered among his saints 
in heaven. This is a cheering and comforting doctrine; 
and we may gratefully acknowledge^ that there is a 
hidden tie of love and sympatliy which binds together, 
^ in '' the bundle of life," the members of the church 
militant, with those of the church triumphant. But 
such a doctrine a£Edrds no ground whatsoever for the 
invocation of saints. If we address our petitions to 
them, (be those petitions what they may,) we inevitably 
ascribe to them an ubiquity which belongs only to God; 
«nd thus we involve ourselves in a blasphemous offence 
agabst Him who is the only right object of divinb 
worship. 

It is well remarked by Bishop Butler, in his Analogy, 
that under the gospel dispensation, new relations are 
revealed to us, which demand the exercise of corres<^ 
ponding affections and feelings ; especially the relation 
to us of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the appointed Medi- 
ator between God and man. The worship of Christ, 
recognized and enforced by Christianity, involves an 
affiance of the soul on Him in this peculiar charaot^ ; 
and it is an affiance which admits of no rivalry. Henoo 
it follows, that the worship of Mary and the saints is 
not only blasj^emy against the Father, inasmuch as it 
ascribes to them attributes ezclusivdiy belonging to 
€k)d, (even omnipresence and a divine control over 
events,) but blasphemy against the S<m, because it robs 
him of a large share of his mediatorial office; for we 
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are taught in Scripture, that as there is One God, sa 
there is One Mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus; even the incarnate and glorified Word. 
On both these grounds therefore the adoration of Mary 
and the saints, as allowed and practised among the 
votaries of Rome, involves such an alienation of soul 
from the truth, and from the God of truth, as constitutes 
(so far as I am capable of understanding the subject) 
the essence of impiety ; and impiety, under the form of 
captivating devotional feeling and exercise, must surely 
be a masterpiece among the inventions of Satan I 

Yet this is far from being the whole of the case. 
Rome spiritual is guilty, not only of blasphemy and 
impiety, as now set forth, but also, in the strictest 
sense of the terms, of idolatry. No one can reasonably 
dispute that the second commandment of the first 
tablet of the law, although addressed specifically to the 
Israelites, is practically binding on the whole family of 
man. "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth : Thou shalt not bow down thy- 
self to them, nor serve them ; for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God,** &c.: Exod. xx, 4, 5. So far as the 
Israelites obeyed this law, they abstained from making 
any graven image, either of Jehovah himself, or of any 
of his creatures in order to worship them; and when 
they transgressed this command, they never failed to be 
severely punished. But Rome spiritual makes images 
of Jesus Christ who is "in heaven:" and bows down 
in worship before them — a practice which evidently in- 



d by Google 



ON DIVINE WORSHIP. 83 

volves the awful danger of a transfer of the aspiration 
of the soul, from the Saviour whom the image (cc^wXov) 
represents, to the image itself. She also makes idols 
innumerable of Mary and the saints, carves them out 
in wood, paints and adorns them after the supposed 
likeness of the originals, dresses them up in all sorts 
of finery, and then commands her votaries to bow 
before them, in solemn prostration both of body and 
soul. That this is genuine and frightful idolatry — an 
idolatry which cannot, on any sound principle be 
distinguished from that of the heathen — must, as I 
apprehend, be allowed by every calm and impartial 
observer. Here the professing church, apostate from 
the truth, and rebelling against her Lord, justifies the 
worst title bestowed on her in Scripture, even that of 
the " Mother of harlots." She tramples on her mar- 
riage covenant with the Bridegroom of souls, she 
commits the most open spiritual fornication, and she 
implicates " all nations" in her sin, her guilt, and her 
shame : Eev. xvii, 5 ; xviii, 3. 

This remark, however, is more especially verified by 
the worship of the host; f. e. hostia — the victim or 
sacrifice. The prostration of body and soul before a 
WAFEB, under the strange notion that this morsel of 
bread is itself the Deity incarnate, is an act of frequent 
occurrence^; and one in which the potentates and nations 
of the earth have participated, during a long course of 
ages, in a most public and undisguised manner. That 
it is an act of gross and palpable idolatry — such idola- 
try as would have been truly worthy of ancient Egypt 
itself— must, I thiok, be known and felt by every 
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reflecting Christiaii who has witnessed the practice, 
whether he be Roman Catholic or Protestant. 

II. Prayer is an essential and principal part of the 
worship of God; and in order that we may perform 
divine worship aright, we must not only address onr 
petitions to Him who alone is the legitimate object of 
them; we must also conflne the mhjeet of them, to 
those things which are lawful, and consistent with the 
harmony of divine truth. Christisuis are encouraged 
to pray not only for themselves, but one for another. 
'' Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another that ye maybe healed:" James v, 16. It is 
indeed evident that the duty of iniereesnon must take 
a wide range among the believing followers of Jesus. 
If this is truly our character, we shall pray for those 
who are near to us, and those that are afar off; for our 
friends and for our enemies; for the church and for the 
world; but we shall not pray for the dead — for those 
who have already exchanged a life of trial and probation, 
for one of eternal flxedness. Bome spiritual however 
enjoins prayers for the dead ; and not only prayers, but 
the renewed sacrifice, daily offered on their account, of 
the body and blood of Jesus, in the mass; and even sells 
these performances to the highest bidder. 

It may well be supposed that the adherents of the 
papal system would hardly have ventured on such a 
preposterous course, had they not found some show of 
authority fi)r it in Holy Scripture; and such indeed 
they have in what thiif so denominate — namely, the 
second book of the Maccabees. In this apocryphal 
work, we learn that some of the Jews who fought 
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under Judas, against Grorgias, governor of Idumeea, 
were slain in the battle, and that on examination after- 
wards, there were found under their coats, "things 
consecrated to the idols of the Jamnites.'* Their death 
was regarded by their brethren as the judicial conse- 
quence of their transgression. "All men, therefore,** 
says the historian, "praising the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, who had opened the things that were hid, hetooh 
themselves unto prayery and besought him that the sin 
committed might wholly be put out of remembraiice 

And when he (Judas) had made a gathering 

throughout the company, to the sum of two thousand 
drachms of silver, he sent it to Jerusalem to offer a sin 
offering, doing therein very well and honestly, in that 
he was mindful of the resurrection, — (for if he had not 
hoped that they that were slain should have arisen again, 
it had been superfluous and vain to pray for the dead,) 
— and also in that he perceived that there was great favor 
laid up for those that died godly. (It was a holy and 
good thought.) Whereupon he made reconciliation for 
the dead, that they might be delivered from sin:'* chap 
xii, 41—45. 

This certainly is a strange story ; and if we are to rely 
upon the truth of the history, we must conclude that 
Judas and his brethren not only prayed for the dead, 
but did so under the peculiar notion that they might 
receive forgiveness, and be delivered from sin, on the 
other side the grave ; and moreover, they caused sacrifi- 
ces for sin to be offered in the temple, in furtherance of 
^ese prayers. Even if the history be regarded as un- 
true, it will still indicate that its unknown author, who 
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was probably a Jew, entertained the notion that departed 
souls may receive forgiveness, through the intercession 
and sacrifices of their brethren who are still alive. 
Sentiments of this description appear to have foun4 a 
place among more modem Jews, some of whom acknow- 
ledge a kind of purgatory, which continues for one year 
after death. This they call the upper Gehenna, and 
they believe that all Israelites, (with a few flagrant 
exceptions,) have a portion in the world to come, or in 
a future state of happiness, either immediately after 
death, or after they have atoned for their sins in purga- 
tory. "The Jews," says Calmet, "offer up a great many 
prayers and works of satisfaction on the day of solemn 
expiation, for the comfort of such souls as are in the 
upper Gehenna." — Leo of JIfodena, part 5, cap. x, &c. 

The opinions which prevailed amongst the Jews at 
the Christian era, often throw light upon the meaning 
of passages in the New Testament, and are therefore far 
from being unimportant to the biblical critic; but to 
receive them as of any weight or authority in matters 
of doctrine, or any evidence in themselves of divine 
truth, (except so far as they are founded on Scripture,) 
would be wholly out of the question. The passage in 
Maccabees shows nothing more than the opinion either 
of Judas himself, or of the author who wrote his history. 
That history, although included by the Roman Catholics 
in the volume of Scripture, lays no claim to divine in- 
spiration, and never belonged to the true canon of the 
Hebrews. As authority for the doctrine of purgatory, 
and prayers for the dead, the passage in question must 
therefore be entirely discarded 
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In the New Testament itself, however, there are two 
passages, one of which has been sometimes adduced as 
an authority /or purgatory; and the other as a sanction 
for praying for the dead. The first is 1 Peter iii, 18 — 
20, where we read that Christ was put to death in the 
£esh, but quickened by the Spirit, (that is, probably 
"raised from the dead by his own divine nature,") by 
which also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 
^hich were "sometime disobedient" in the days of I^oah. 
That purgatory cannot be intended by the "prison" here 
mentioned, is evident from the fact, that this prison is 
spoken of as the abode of those who were disobedient in 
the days of Noah — not the "almost innocent," to whom 
purgatory is assigned by Bome spiritual; but the in- 
tensely wicked, whose imaginations were "only evil 
^K)ntinually in the sight of God" — the children of wrath, 
who had trampled on the visitations of divine grace, and 
had rejected all the proffered mercies of the Lord. The 
passage probably means, as is generally allowed by 
'Commentators, that Jesus Christ, in his divine nature, 
preached either immediately by his Spirit, or instrument- 
ally by Noah, to those rebellious Antedeluvians who 
were destroyed by the flood, and whose spirits were 
(when the apostle wrote) wi prison, reserved unto "the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." 

The other passage has relation to Onesiphorus, 2 Tim. 
i, 16 — 18. "The Lord give mercy unto the house of 
Onesiphorus, for he oft refreshed me and was not 
ashamed of my chain; but when he was in Rome, he 
-sought me out very diligently and found me; the Lord 
grant unto him that he may And mercy of the Lord in 
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that day." Again^ in a sabseqnent tihapter, the apostle 
salutes ^'Aquila and Priscilla, and the homehold of 
Onesiphorus :" iv, 19. From this repeated mention of 
the family of Onesiphorus, it is concluded by some per- 
sons, that he, himself, was not living, and that the^ 
apostle's ejaculation, "The Lord grant unto him that he 
may find mercy," &o., is nothing more or less than & 
prayer for the dead. That this argument is weak can 
soarsely be denied ; that it is fallaetom too, a little con- 
sideration will evince. Were it dear that the "house" 
or "household of Onesiphorus" was not intended^ to^ 
include Onesiphorus himself, we have no reason on 
that account to number him among the dead. Onesi- 
phorus was a traveller ; it probably was not long since,, 
that he had visited the apostle at Eome; he mig^t b9 
absent from his family for a season. But we have no- 
need to have recourse to the suppodtion either of absence 
or death. It is a common idiom among the Greeks to^ 
describe even an individual under the appellation of his 
companions; so that cl irepl ^[Kiinrov (the persons about 
Philip) would either mean Philip only, or at most PhiUp 
with hU eompanioM. So with Paul, "the household," 
or "they of the household" of Ohloe, of Narcissus, of 
Aristobulus, of Stephanas, of Onesiphorus, &c., must be 
understood to mean, Chloe, Narcissus, Stephanas, 
Aristobulus, and Onesiphorus, with their respective 
families: see Rom. xvi, 10, 11; 1 Cor. i, 11, 16^ 
The reason why tiiese persons are thus described, while 
others are mentioned by their simple names, is probably 
no more than this — that they had families, who were 
members of the church of Christ, as weU a$ themaihes. 
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The eridence which the adherents of the papal system 
adduce in favour of a purgatory, and therefore of the 
propriety of prayers for the dead, if evidence it may he 
called, is in point of fact as nothing y when compared with 
the fulness and weight of the great Christian doctrine of 
trial and probation here, (with grace sufficient to ohtain 
the victory,) and of happinest or misery y unmixed and 
unchangeable, in the world to come. 

The adherents of Home seem to divide mankind into 
three classes; saints who, when they die, go at once to^ 
heaven; venial sinners who are sent from this world into 
purgatory, and there are purified and prepared, for 
paradise ; and desperate sinners, who, when they quit 
this mortal scene, are consigned to the pains of hell itself 
as their just and inevitable punishment. Now I conceive 
that this notion of a middle class, and of the means by 
which it is perfected, is nothing more than the invention 
of men, who are ever ready to find out a way to heaven 
whidi shall be compatible with their continuing to follow 
their own corrupt inclinations. 

True indeed it is that Scripture recognizes sins ''not 
unto death," and sins ''unto death;" by the first of 
which we may understand transgressions of whidi the 
true penitent receives a free pardon through faith in 
Christ ; and by the second, such a blaspheming against 
the Holy Ghost, such a confirmed rejection of all that 
flows from his divine influence, and such a persevering 
rebellion against Gk)d, as admit of no remedy, but 
inevitably terminate in the destruction of the soul. But 
it is surely a dear point, that the New Testament 
recognizes only two dasses of men in a spiritual point of 
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view — those who are of the world, and those who are not 
of the world ; those who reject the gospel, and those who 
helieve in it; the children of light, and the children of 
darkness ; those who continue in their natural state of 
sinfulness, and those who, through timely suhmission to 
the grace of God, put off the old man with his "deceit- 
ful lusts," and become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
All «tn is a transgression of the divine law, is mortal in 
its nature, and will assuredly end in the death of the 
soul, unless it is forsaken, and washed away in the blood 
of Christ*; and further, it is the plain doctrine of Scrip- 
ture that the law of God is one harmonious system which 
admits of no infraction, and that he who offends in one 
point is guilty of all: James ii, 10. "All have sinned,*' 
and are condemned to death by the law; but for all — if 
they will but believe and obey the gospel — there is pro- 
vided a free pardon and full redemption, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Nor can it be questioned on any 
Bcriptural ground, that the faith by which the ungodly 
are justified, is a living faith, which cannot fail to be 
productive of a sober, righteous, and godly life. The 
Christian is under a dispensation of grace, and "the path 
of the just" is found to be "as the shining light, that 
fihineth more and more, unto the perfect day J* 

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 
his holy angels with him, these two great parties — these 
only two classes among all the nations of the earth — 
shall be gathered together before him, and shall find 
their respective places on his right hand, or on his left* 
Then shall the righteous hear the words of gracious in- 
vitation, "Come ye blessed of my Father," &o. ; but to 
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tlie wicked of every name and nation, shall be addressed 
the awful sentence of "Depart ye cursed," &c. Not the 
slightest hint is given us of any middle state in that day 
of final and universal judgment. In the mean time the 
Christian — whether it be the apostle who has long been 
running the race of godliness, or the just converted and 
now believing criminal — is safe and happy immediately 
after death "It is better to depart and be with Christ," 
said Paul: ^^ To-day thou shalt be with me in Paradise," 
said the dying Jesus to the thief who hung by his side. 
Lazarus, too, is described in the parable as at once ex- 
changing his miserable mortality for a resting-place in 
Abraham's bosom. But what becomes of the rich man 
who refused to comfort him? he dies, and is at once 
consigned to a place of punishment, from which there is 
no escape. What becomes of the foolish virgins who 
were scarcely to be distinguished &om their companions 
while "they all slumbered and slept," but who, when 
the Bridegroom came, were found without oil in their 
vessels with their lamps ? On them the door of mercy 
is shut — and shut for ever. 

It is indeed a truth to which Christianity bears a 
strong and unquestionable testimony, that the present 
world is a state of trial and probation — one in which the 
character of every man is developed as a ground for 
future righteous judgment, and in which a remedial 
system of moral discipline is bestowed upon us all, to 
prepare us for a happy eternity. If we reject God's 
remedy — ^we perish; if we avail ourselves of it, in the 
obedience of faith, we shall be purified in this world by 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost; and, without the dread- 
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fill intervention of purgatory, shall enter at the very- 
moment of death, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, into happiness and glory. Away, then, with 
the unscriptural practice of praying for the dead. Those 
who die in their 9im are far beyond the reach of any 
benefit from our prayers. Those who die in the Lord are 
with him in glory; they need none of our sacrifices, 
none of our petitions ! 

So far, it may be hoped, the subject before us has been 
cleared of its difficulties. Evidence has been given, 
sufficient to satisfy every candid mind, first, that prayers 
to the virgin and the saints are utterly at variance with 
the Scripture precept, "Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve;** secondly, that 
the worship of the images of those servants of the Lord 
is simple idolatry, the very same in its nature as that 
which the sacred writings everywhere condemn ; thirdly, 
that the adoration of the images even of our Saviour 
himself, involves a breach of the second commandment ^ 
and lastly, that to pray for the dead, as if their condition 
was not one of unchangeable fixedness, is wholly at 
variance with the doctrine of our Lord and his apostles, 
respecting trial and probation here, and retribution in 
the world to come. 

There are two more points, on the subject of divine 
worship, on which it may be well for us to remark the 
contrast between the practice of the Romish Church and 
the precepts of the New Testament. 

1. A great part of the service, in Boman Catholic 
worship, is performed in the Latin tongue, which the 
people cannot understand. The priest speaks aloud« as 
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if for the benefit of the congregation; but, in point of 
fact, he speaks "to himself alone and to God;" for un- 
less he happens to be as unlearned as his fiock, he is 
probably the only person present to whom the service 
performed is intelligible — the only person, therefore to 
whom it is a '* reasonable service,^* In what way, or at 
what period of the history of the church, this strange 
practice was adopted, I confess myself to be ignorant; 
but it evidently appertains to the peculiar notion that 
the church consists of the clergy only ; and that these 
form a distinct tribe, like the Levites, who alone are re- 
•quired, and edone permitted, to perform the services of 
the temple. The people among the Jews were slanders 
^—spectators, and sometimes hearers, but not full 
participators in the acts of divine worship ; and this is 
the place which, with certain modifications, appears to 
l>e assigned to the laity under the papal system. It is, 
I suppose, on the same ground, that while the wafer, in 
the "sacrament," is given to the lay worshipper, the 
wine which symbolizes the blood or actual natural life 
of the Lord Jesus — that life which was laid down for 
the sins of all mankind, is quafied only by the consecra- 
ted lips of the clergy themselves. 

Whatsoever may have been the origin of the practice 
in question, it is evidently opposed to two principles 
which are strongly enforced in ttie New Testament ; first 
the union of the whole society of believers, as brethren 
and sisters in Christ, in the worship and service of God. 
All are baptized by one Spirit into one body — all are 
made to drink of llie same Spirit ; all are members ouq 
<rf another, under one Holy Head— all belong to the 
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*' royal priesthood," whose duty and privilege it is to 
offer up "spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

The second principle adverted to is so unquestionable, 
on the ground of "right reason," that it scarcely requires 
the confirmation of Scripture; yet it is clearly laid down 
by the apostle Paul. It is, that Christian worshippers 
who pray, sing, or exhort, in the congregation of the 
Lord, are bound to speak not only with the Spirit, but 
"with the understanding also," i. e. in such a manner 
that all the worshippers present may hear, understand, 
and be edified: 1 Cor. xiv, 15, 19. 
• 2. One other point remains to be considered. The 
pomp of divine worship was maintained, under the Jewish 
law, in all its splendour. The materials and furniture, 
both of the tabernacle and the temple, were of the most 
beautiful and costly description; and the art and nicety 
with which they were arranged were consummate. The 
golden censers and candlesticks, the altar of brass, the 
ark of the covenant overlaid with gold, the figures of the 
cherubim with their wings extended, the magnificent 
curtains of purple, blue, scarlet, and crimson^ the knops 
and fiowers of exquisite carving, the gorgeous robes, the 
jewelled crown, the sparkling stones of the ephod, and a 
multitude of other seemly and beautiful objects, were 
charming to the eye of a people prone to dwell on the 
externals of religion ; and being appointed of the Lord 
for a season, were, in their day, glorious ; — ^being all the 
while, with the whole system of sacrifice and outward 
show, a mere preparation for a better worship, and shadows 
or types of the superior glory of a truly spiritual religion. 
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It is one of the leading errors of the Papal and 
Hierarchical system, that this Jewish principle of out* 
ward heauty and glory in divine worship is fully main- 
tained, and even augmented under its sanction and 
government. The splendid architecture, the ornamental 
drapery, the dazzling colours, the emhroidered vestments^ 
resonant with hells, the lofty candlesticks overlaid with 
gold, and a multitude of other fascinations, are leading 
characteristics of papal worship ; to which may he added 
the pictures and images which adorn the temples of the 
professing church ; her pompous services, her long pro- 
cessions, and all the decorations of her many holidays. 
Kor has the charming of the ear heen less attended ta 
than that of the eye. The swelling notes of the organ, 
the triumphs of Cecilia, the most exquisite cultivation 
of the vocal powers, have all heen adopted hy the 
enchantress of the nations; and all comhine to lull man- 
kind into a childlike sleep on the lap of her sorceries. 

But what is the language of our hlessed Lord — 
"The day is coming when neither on this mountain, nor 
yet at Jerusalem, they shall worship the Father. God 
is a Spirit, and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth." The temple of the Lord is no 
longer the splendid edifice, decked with an outward show 
of solemn rites, and glittering ornaments. It is the 
church of the living God, a spiritual house, composed of 
lively stones, all joined to Christ, the chief comer-stone, 
all cemented together in love — a huilding not made with 
hands, hut raised hy the operation of the power of God, 
exalted and united in Jesus, our Holy head, and filled 
from season to season, with hia glory. 
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The worship conducted in this temple is both individ- 
ual and congregational) and no outward ^ow or splendour 
is required for it in either case. The individual 
worshipper, whether in his private life, or when engaged 
with others in the public adoration of God, requires no 
gorgeous objects to attract his eye, no elaborate music to 
enchain his ear. His heart is filled wi^ the melody of 
praise, and breathes the sweet incense of prayer. His 
worship consists of the communion of his very soul with 
Ood his Father, through the mediation of our Lord Jesus 
€hrist. The worship of the congregation assumes, on a 
larger scale, the same character. Satisfied, as it regtords 
outward accommodation, with that which is simple, con- 
venient, and decorous, and divested of all dependence on 
those things which charm the senses, the members of 
Ohrisfs Church draw near in spirit unto God, listen to 
his word of truth, offer their free-will spiritual sacri- 
fices, rejoice in the Lord who bought them, and, under 
the blessed influence of his life-giving Spirit, are edified 
together in love. Such and such only ought to be the 
worships of Christian ; such are the genuine simplicity 
and spirituality of the rel^on of Jesus Christ. 




OK THE CHBISTIAH MINISTBT. 



Wb have already found occasion to observe, that Borne 
spiritual lays claim to the continuance, under her 
auspices, of the sacerdotal system. Ko soon^ have 
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the ministers of reHgion^ mthxn her bosders^ received 
fall ordiaatioii at the hands of the bkhop, than they 
1)eeome priests^ in. liia sense not of pre^ters only^ but 
of mediators and saerificers. That this claim to ihe 
priesthood is utterly faUacions — ^that no sneh office is 
recognized nndei the gospel dispensationy except in thse 
person of the risen and asi^nded Saviour — has^ I trusty 
been sofficiendy demosistrafted on the authority of Holy 
Writ; and will probal^ be allowed by tbe generality 
of Protestants, Bat there ^e other parts of the system 
of ministry, adopted by Eome spintnaly which are 
maintained; and that with no small measure of zeal 
and determination, by Protet^^aixts themselves. 

The Bomaniste, ia liie whole matt^ of ministry, 
depend on what they eall apasUlical sueemsion ; and the 
means which they adopt in order to seeuro tiiis snoces- 
sion, is episcopal ordination — t^^., an appointment to 
the ministerial otELoe by the laying on d the hands of 
the bishc^. Thus^ from, generation to generation, i^re 
is provided a su^ly of persons who shall be devoted to 
the service of the temple» and who are r^arded as a^ 
perfectly distinct dasfr— constituting the church itsd:^ 
or at any rate, its essential life— •its Bving^^dng, and 
governing head or sooL A large prof^^piun of the 
links of tiiis sacred chain, and especially^ tSe earlier 
links, are merely imagined or supposed* Wisijowy 
makes no menticm of them; and some of them, in all 
probability, have been entirely wanting; but the churdt 
decrees that the sucoessiou has been unbroken, and her 
^# dimt is snffidaut fw her purpose* 

On the other hand,, history doa afford the most 
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explicit evidence that many of these links have been 
composed of extremely base metal — that many of the 
popes and prelates who have been the means of con- 
tinuing this succession, as well as multitudes of the 
inferior clergy themselves, have been men of notori- 
ously corrupt and vicious lives. ^Nevertheless, eeclesias' 
tiedl romance takes it for granted, that^ through this 
vitiated channel, the pure stream of the Holy Spirit 
has quietly flowed on, from age to age, as the true 
source of the clerical o£ice. The Romish Church boldly 
assumes for herself the continuance of the well-known 
apostolic miracle, and openly pretends that by the 
laying on of the hands of the bishop, the Holy Ghost,, 
as the ever-flowing fountain of ministry, is bestowed 
on every approved candidate for sacred orders. Here 
we have, first, a recognition of the promise of the 
Spirit ; secondly, a restriction of that promise, so far m 
gifts are concerned, to the clerical class ; and thirdly^ 
a practical mockery of sacred things, in the notorious 
fact, that no such miraculous communication of spiri- 
tual giffcs is believed in, or really thought of, either by 
the supposed giver, or the supposed receiver — ^the 
ordainer or the ordained. 

It is certainly a remarkable circumstance, that these 
gross and dangerous superstitions did not perish under 
the axe of the Eeformers, and that they are still main- 
tained by the Protestant episcopal churches — at any 
rate by the most reputable and powerful of those 
bodies — the church of England. Like Borne her8elf> . 
that church pleads the apostolic succession as the 
authority for bet ministry; and she does not hesitate 
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to confess, that this succession is derived to her through 
the medium of that corrupt parent, from whom she 
separated herself. like Eome also, the church of 
England ptofesses to convey to her ministers from 
generation to generation, hy the laying on of episcopal 
hands, the gift of the Holy Ghost. "Were such a gift 
the true consequence of episcopal ordination, as it was 
in primitive days of the laying on of the hands of 
apostles, no sincere Christian could ohject to such a 
method of ensuring a supply of Christian ministers. 
But every one knows that this is not the case. Not- 
withstanding all pretensions to the contrary, it is 
universally understood among the members of the 
church of England, that her ministers are appointed to 
their office by the simple authority of the ordaining 
bishop, and without the accompanying communication 
of any spiritual gift. 

It ought to be observed, that in thus making mention 
of the Holy Ghost as the true qualifier for the ministry, 
the bishops of the churches of Eome and England 
profess a sound and scriptural principle ; yet they are 
evidently liable to the charge of irreverence, in pre- 
tending to the exercise of a miraculous power, of which 
they know themselves to be destitute. The ceremony 
of the laying on of hands is also practised by the 
generality of other Christian sects; but they lay no 
claim to the apostolic faculty of bestowing spiritual 
gifts. Among the Independents, Baptists, and others, 
tiie ministers of the respective congregations are chosen 
by the churches, and ordained by their elder brethren 
in the wwk. Among the Vesleyan Methodists they 

K 2 
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are both chosen and ordained by the already existing 
body of ministers — the clergy of that denomination-- 
who hold in their own hands the power of discipline, 
together with the trusteeship of all the property 
belonging to Uie society. 

Thus it appears that not only the Eomish church, 
but almost all the churches and sects which hare been 
formed since the Eeformation, have given tiieir coun- 
tenance to the setting apart^ by human authority, of a 
particular class of men out of the whole community of 
Christian beHeyers, on whom alone are to derolve the 
various functions of the Christian ministry. They are 
separated from their brethren as much as the Levites 
were in days of old ; they are ordained to be preachers 
by their fellow-men, and by them are appointed to the 
care of particular congregations ; and wholly abstaining 
as they do from the pursuit of any worldly calling fat 
their own support, they are maintained either by com- 
pulsory ecclesiastical provisions, under the law of the 
land ; or at the voluntary expense of their brethren, 
who provide them with salaries. For the most part 
they are distinguished by a particular dress, and often 
by robes of office when they are publicly engaged ; and 
under a variety of titles, £rom The Bight Keverend 
Father in God, down to the simple Eeverend, they are,, 
with little exception, even among the Dissenters, called 
of men, Eabbi, Bahbi. 

A calm consideration of the subject may serve to 
convince every reflecting mind, that the Protestant 
clergy of various grades and denominations, are a 
modified type, and yet a type, of the Bomish priestr- 
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hood. While the generality of them do not profess to 
be priests in the sense of lepeigy or saeerdotes, they 
nevertheless assume, in various degrees, (the degree 
varying with the character of the denomination,) an 
authority over the flock, a mediatorship hetween God 
and his people, an exclusive handling of sacred things, 
and a claim on the temporal support of their brethren, 
•which are all more or less connected with the notion of 
an Aaronic succession, and all form integral parts of 
tiie papal and hierarchical system. 

The reader will of course understand, that I am not 
attempting to sit in judgment on the individuals who 
have constituted in past days, or who are now consti- 
tuting, this great clerical fabric. I rejoice in the 
belief, that notwithstanding the obstructions which 
Buch a plan of ministry appears to me to offer to the 
free course of a divine and saving influence, the Holy 
Spirit has condescended to display his power in many 
of these persons ; first, in truly calling them to their 
work; secondly, in qualifying them for the perform- 
ance of it; and thirdly, in winning souls to Christ 
through their instrumentality. No one who knows 
anything of the state of the churches in this country 
and America, and no one, more especially, who is 
acquainted with the history of Protestant foreign 
missions, can deny that such a work of grace has been 
carried on, in and through many members of this vast 
clerical body, to a considerable extent. Nor are 
there wanting examples of Eoman Catholic priests 
who have laboured for the diffusion of evangelical 
religion. 
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Under whatsoever administration or particular form 
of religion my fellow-men are at work in promoting 
the cause and kingdom of Christ — ^if they are but sin- 
cere in their love to him, and faithful to that which 
they believe to be their duty — ^I can, from my heart, 
bid them " God speed " in the name of the Lord. The 
one thing needful is the life of religion — its vital opera- 
tion on the hearts of individuals ; and if this necessary 
work is but experienced — if the leaven which quickens 
the dead souls of responsible men does but spread — all 
questions respecting modes of worship, and all that 
comes under the head of religious polity, must be 
regarded as comparatively unimportant, l^evertheless, 
truth is truth, and principle is principle, and it is by 
adhering to these that we shall best promote, in the 
end, the diffusion of this leaven. There can be little 
doubt that were they to have full sway on the subject 
of the Christian ministry — were they to bear down all 
obstructions to their course, not indeed by the hand of 
violence, but by their own native efficacy — ^the result 
would be a far wider and deeper flowing of the waters 
of life than has hitherto been experienced since the 
days of primitive Christianity. The sacred stream 
which flows from under the throne of Gk)d and of the 
Lamb, instead of being bricked up in particular chan- 
nels, and confined within certain precincts marked out 
by the caprice and prejudice of man, would diffuse 
itself, by a divine and unrestricted energy, on every 
side. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty." The liberty of the Spirit would be found a 
blessed freedom indeed, fraught with happiness to man^ 
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kind, and wonderftiUy efficacioas in promoting the 
reign of the Messiah, and the glory of God. 

What, then, is the truth, and what the reeta ratio, 
or right principle, in reference to this suhject? For 
An answer to this question, we must apply ourselves, 
with aU diligence and simplicity, to the testimony of 
Scripture, and particularly to that of the New Testa- 
ment. 

!N^ow the "New Testament is so far from giving any 
countenance to the division of the hody of Christians 
into the two classes of clergy and laity, priests and 
people, that it everywhere upholds a unity hy which 
any such division is wholly precluded. 

In the first place, it is ever to be remembered that 
the church is not the select body of those who aire 
appointed to feed the fiock of Christ, but the flock 
itself — either the assembly of believers in any par- 
ticular place, or in a wider sense, the whole community 
of true Christians all the world over. Thus the apostle 
Paul salutes *' all the saints in Christ Jesus which are 
at Philippi, with the bishops (or overseers) and deacons 
(or servants.)" The " overseers " here mentioned, 
formed part of the body. They might be, and probably 
were, its most important and influential members ; yet 
they were only members of that whole body of which 
Christ is the head. This point is so obvious, that it 
ynUl not be disputed by any reasonable person, and need 
not be further argued. 

But we cannot stop here. Discarding from our view, 
for the present, the mere professor of Christianity, 
whose membership in the church of our blessed Lord is 
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purely nominal, we mnst consider the true believers irho> 
constitute the living people of Ghrii^ as baptized by one 
Spirit into one body; and althongb all the members of 
that body have not the same office, yet they all hove 8om$^ 
office; and if any single member fails to perform his owa 
functions, or to perform them aright, the health of the 
body is thereby aflBected, and in proportion to tiie 
measure of the loss experienced, its life languishes; for 
the life of ihB body depends on the healthy, vigorous, 
and united action of all iits parts. The whole subject i» 
laid down, in the most vivid and explicit manner, by 
the apostle PauL ^'Kow there are diversities of gifts, 
but the same Spirit* And tiiere are differences of ad- 
minifitratkms, but the same Lord. And there are 
diverffliies of operations, but it is the same €k>d which 
woiketh all in alL But the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to every man to prc^t withal. For to one i» 
given by the Spirit the word o£ wisdom; to another the 
word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith 
by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by 
the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to 
atnother prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to 
another div^s kinds of tongues ; to another the interpre- 
tation of tongues; but all these worketh that one and 
Ihe sdf-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally a& 
he wiU. For as l^e body is one, and hath many mem- 
bers, and all ^e members of that one body, being many^ 
are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are 
we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not 
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one member, but many. If tiie foot stall say, Because 
I am not tbe band, I am not of tbe body ; is it theorefore 
not of tbe body? and if tbe ear sball say, Beeause I am 
not of tbe eye, I am not of tbe body ; is it tberefore not 
of tbe body ? If the wbole body were an eye,' wbere 
were the bearing? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the smelling ? But now hath Qod set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 
And if they were all one member, where w^re the body ? 
But now are they many members, yet but one body. 
And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need 
of thee : nor again the head to the feet, I baye no need 
of you. l^ay much more those members of tiie body^ 
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary; and those 
members of the body, which we think to be lesa 
honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant 
honour ; and our uncomely parts have more abundant 
ccnneliness. For our comely parts hare no need; but 
Qod hath tempered the body together, having given more 
abundant honour to that part which lacketh ; that there 
should be no schism in the body ; but that the members 
should have ^e same care (me for another. And 
whether one member mffer, all the members suffer with 
it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and members 
in particular. And <3tod hath set some in the church, 
first, apostles, seoondarilj, prophets, thirdly, teadiers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, gorem- 
ments, diversities of tongues. Are all castles? are 
all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers (^ 
miraoks? iHave all the gifts of healing? do all speak 
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with tongues ? do all interpret ? But covet earnestly 
ihe best gifts : and yet shew I unto you a more excel- 
lent way:" 1 Cor. xii, 4 — 31 ; oomp. Eom. xii, 4 — 9; 
Eph. iv, 1 1 — 16. That more Excellent way, is charity or 
iove, which cements all these members of the body 
together, and is itself the " bond of perfectness.*' 

It is erident from this description, Jirst, that all the 
members of the true church of Christ are partakers of 
one and the same life, even as the whole body lives by 
the circulation of the same blood ; and the life by which 
every Christian lives unto God, is the influence of tiie 
Holy Spirit. By this, and this alone, he is quickened 
irom dead works to serve the living Gk)d, in whom are 
his "springs." And, secondly, it is clearly taken for 
granted by the apostle, that every living member of the 
church will be brought into usefulness, and under some 
administration or other, will become profitable to the 
body. Thus it appears that in the true economy of the 
•Christian system, the saving grace of the Spirit of Qtod, 
•and his gifts for particular services, although distinct, 
and not to be confounded, are correlative and co-exten- 
sive ; and there is surely every reason to believe tiiat 
the liveliness of any Christian body can never fail to be 
greatly augmented, where the spiritual functions, instead 
of being concentrated by force of human systems, in an 
individual, are suffered to diffuse themselves, under the 
xmfettered influence of the Spirit, through the whole 
body. Such, at any rate, is the theory of the church, 
^and such the practical pattern of it, presented to us in 
the Scriptures. It is to the whole of Israel, that the 
prophetical promise is addressed — "Ye shall be named 
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the priests of the Lord ; men shall call you the ministers 
of our God :" Isaiah bd, 6. And it is to the whole hody 
of Christum believers that the apostle Peter applies a 
corresponding language, "Ye also, as lively stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to oflter 
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ;" 
and sigain, ''But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light:" 1 Pet. ii, 5, 9. 

It will probably be admitted by every reader, whose 
mind is tree £rom educational bias on the subject, that 
this apostolic view of the component parts of a Christian 
church, while it proclaims a wonderful diversity of ad- 
ministration and function under one and the same Spirit, 
is directly opposed to the customary division of the body 
of Christ into the two distinct classes of clergy and 
laity. The setting apart of a tribe, like that of Levi of 
old, to be supported by their brethren, and to be devoted 
to the service of the temple, belongs to the dispensation 
of the law. So far as appears from the l^ew Testament* 
it is wholly foreign from the nature and plan of 
Christianity. Under the gospel, there is indeed a great 
variety of gifts, but no division into classes or tribes; 
no formula of one tribe officiating for God, while all the 
rest of Israel, so far as relates to spiritual function, is 
dead and passive. On the contrary, all belong to one 
and the same great class, that of the servants, ministers, 
and priests of the living God. In this character, "the 
renmant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people, 
as a dew from the Lord, as the showers that water the 
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grass, that tarrieth not for man, sor waiteth for the soii» 
of men:" Micahv, 7. 

Yet we do mot forget that all the members of the body 
have not the same office. On the contrary, the distind'- 
n$9i of the seryioe into which every member is called, 
must be maintained in its integrity ; for it is iiius alone 
that we shall preserve the order and harmony of the 
whole body. Among such distinct services, are those of 
paston^p, eldership, and overseership, all which term& 
of spiritual ofice are nearly S3monymous, and represent 
that care and government of the flock, which devolved, 
in primitive days, on liie most experienced members of 
the body. These were appointed to their office, with the 
laying on of the hands of the apostles and their brethren, 
but always under the especial guidance and qualifyiog 
influences of the Holy Spirit They were probably, for 
the most part, the older Chnstlans, who exercised, un- 
der Christ, a beneflcent rule over the flock, and whom 
the younger and less experienced believers were exhorted 
to obey. There is reason to believe, that in most of the 
churdies of the apostolic age, these guides of the flock 
were numerous. In others l^ey might be few. In 
others again the office of overseership or government 
might devolve on a single individual. But whatsoever 
might be the circumstances of any particular church in 
this respect, the office itself was the result of a distinct 
gift or call of the Spirit, and not of the setting apart of 
a separate tribe or oUu by liie authority of their 
fellow-men. 

As to the function of mnistry, (as we now call it,) it 
was sometimes exercised by those who also received the 
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{gift of goyemment ; and the elders who laboured in 
word and doctrine were counted woriJiy of peculiar 
T^;ard. "Let the elders that rule well, be counted 
worthy of double honour, etpeoiaUy they who labour in, 
"the word and dobtrine :" 1 Tim. v, 17* But there was 
no official^ or necessary connexion, in primitive daysy 
between the gift and office of government, and the gift 
and office of preaching. The preachers of the word, in 
that day were called prophets ; not because they uttered 
predictions^ but because they spake under the immediate 
influence of the Spirit of God. The gift of prophecy, 
although perhaps not of so high an order as that of 
tongues, and other gifts of a directly miraculous nature, 
is represented by the apostle as peculiarly desirable be- 
cause of its uaefulnsaa, ''He that prophesieth," says 
Paul, ** speaketh unto men to edifk^ation, and exhortation 
and comfort/' The prophets (^ preachers in the primi^ 
tive churches were numerous, and exercised their gifts 
in the assemblies of the saints, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. Their services were not only for the building 
up of God's people, but also for the convincement of the 
ignorant and unbelieving. ''But if all prophesy, aend 
there come in one that believeth not, or^one unlearned, 
he is convinced of aU, he is judged of all : and thus are 
the secrets of his heart made manifest, and so falling 
down on his face he will worship] Gk>dy and report that 
Ood is in you of a truth :" 1 Cor. xiv, 24, 25. When 
however the anointed servants of the Lord were sent 
forth among the heathen to dsckre the salvation whicb 
is in Christ, to a dark and peiishijBig worldf tk^ probably 
received the name oi EvangeUats^ 
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The apostles were enabled, by the laying on of hands^ 
and prayer, to call down on others the gift of prophecy 
but the gift itself was in truth bestowed only by the 
Great Head of the church, and as he alone could appoint 
to this sacred office, so he alone, by his Spirit, could 
qualify any i&an to perform it. The immediate influence 
of the Spirit was indeed found to be necessary, not only 
for the original introduction to the functions of a preacher, 
but for every successive act of speaking in the name of 
the Lord. Whether the prophets were called inta 
preaching or prayer, in the primitive assemblies for 
divine worship, they spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost ; and at all times when that divine motion 
was withheld, they must of course have kept silence. 
"Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other 
judge. II any thing be revealed to another that sitteth 
by, let the first hold his peace ; for ye may all prophecy 
one by one, that all may learn, and all may be com- 
forted:" 1 Cor. xiv, 21—13. 

From the description which the apostle gives of the 
prophets and their functions, it is abundantly evident 
that while they possessed a distinct gift, they were not, 
any more than the elders and rulers, a separate tribe or 
class. All the living members of the church were 
admissable into these functions, provided always that 
the Lord was pleased to call them into the work. Neither 
did they require any preparatory course of literary in- 
struction to qualify them for their service— the grace ot 
Chnst was sufficient for them. There is every reason 
to believe that these remarks are true, as it regards the 
sisters as well as the brethren, in the church. When. 
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the apostle commands the women to "keep silence in the 
churches," the key to his meaning appears to be given 
in the words which follow, "And if they will learn any , 
thing, let them ask their husbands at home.*' They 
might not interrupt the preachers of the word by asking 
them questions, as was commonly done in the Jewish 
synagogues ; neither might they undertake the ofiice of 
public teaching, vrhiah. involved an assumption of authority 
over the flock: 1 Cor. xiv, 35; 1 Tim. ii, 12. But that 
Paul had no intention to forbid their prophesying — ue. 
their preaching or praying under the immediate influence 
of the Spirit — may be safely concluded, firstt from his 
saluting many women, in his epistles, not only as his 
helpers, but as his co-workers {(rvvepy6i\) and secondly y 
by his giving directions, in what manner the women 
were to be attired, when they were engaged in the 
public act of prophesying : see 1 Cor. xi, 1 — 16. The 
plain fact is, as Grotius has observed, that the direct in- 
fluences of the Spirit of God are beyond positive laws ; 
and the effusion of those influences on both sexes, as a 
qualification for prophesying, was predicted by Joel, 
and marked out by the apostle Peter, as one of the dis- 
tinguishing signs of the Christian dispensation. When 
the Spirit was poured forth, on the day of Pentecost,. 
upon the whole company of believers, Peter said, "Thia 
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel. And it 
shall come to pass in the last days (saith God) I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophecy. . . .and on my servants 
and on my hand-maidens, I will pour out in those days 
of my Spirit, and they shall prophesy :" Acts ii, 1 G — 1 8 ; 
eomp. Joel ii, 28> 29. 
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"We have no reason whatsoever Ibr imagining that a 
free and spiritual ministry^ as it hae^ now been described 
on apostolic authority, was to be confined to the primi- 
tive church. This might be in a great d^^ee the case 
as it regards certain gifts of the Spirit, which were 
^ireetly miraculous, and intended as resistless evidences 
to an unbelieving woiid — such as those of healing and 
tongues. If or can it be denied that the large measure 
of inspiration, which qualified the apostles for their 
peculiar calling, was, in a very high degree, pre-emineni 
and extraordinary — being accompanied by the working 
of miracles. But the gift of prophecy, in a more general 
sense, was for the use of the church in all ages, being 
profitable for edification, and exhortation, and comfort; 
^nd the blessed influence under which alone it can be 
rightly exercised, was to be bestowed on the believing 
ohildren of God to the end of time. "The Holy Ghosf ' 
was to ''abide" with them "for ever:" John xiv, 16. 
"The promise," cried Peter to the multitude of his 
hearers, "is imto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off; even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call :" Acts ii, 39. Now this was the promise of 
the Spirit, as the Author not only of grace, but of the 
gifts which were necessary for the edification and en- 
largement of the church. "My Spirit that is upon thee,** 
says Jehovi^ to his Christ, "and my w(»rds which I have 
put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out oi the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed's seed, from henc^orth and for ever:** 
Isaiah lix, 21. 

In this last most cheering passage of Scripture, is um- 
folded the true secret of contmuation and successioni in 
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the work of the Christian Ministry. It was all well 
that a Timothy should commit those precious truths which 
he had himself heard from the lips of Paul, to faithful 
men, that they, in their turn, might be able to teach 
others abo ; and it was stiU better, that Paul and his 
inspired Inrethren should record those truths in the 
Tolume of the New Testament, which was appointed 
to become an infallible standard of faith and doctrine — 
a test by which all human preaching should afterwards 
be tried. But for the continuation of the work of the 
ministry in the church — for the actual succession of 
living preachers of the gospel— our whole dependence 
must be placed upon God; who, by his own power, 
puts his words into the mouth of his servants, even 
those whom he chooses, raises up, and ordains, from 
generation to generation, in the church of Christ. 

I am persuaded that, up to the present date, such 
living witnesses to the truth of God have never failed 
from the earth; and since the promises of God are yea 
and amen for ever, we may rest assured that they never 
will fail, while there is a church to be edified, and souls 
to be saved. The golden oil will still flow from the 
olive trees of the Lord, which himself has planted, and 
through the golden pipes which himself has formed; 
nor can it be doubted that persons have been, and still 
are, truly called into the work, under a great variety of 
names and administrations. Yet it is not too much to 
assert, that if there was less of the admixture of human 
wisdom, system, and authority, in some of these admi- 
nistrations, the work of the Lord would go forward with 
greater clearness, greater brightness, and greater effect 

I 
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His own word of truth would run and be glorified, and 
abundant would be the joy of his people in him. 

In the system of ministry which, on the ^simple 
authority of the New Testament, has now been described 
and advocated, two evils, which have since greatly per- 
plexed the professing church of Christ, are entirely 
avoided. The first is patronage, and the second, the 
popular election of ministers. 

It is obvious that in primitive times, when all exer- 
cised the function of preacher, who were called into the 
work by the great Head of the church, and anointed for 
it by the Holy Ghost, there could, in the very nature of 
things, be no secularities mingled with the preaching of 
the gospel. It was exclusively a spiritual office, and as 
it could not possibly be procured by purchase or hire, so 
it required no pecuniary remuneration. It was one of 
the Lord's free gifi;s to his children, and was exercised 
on the basis of his own precept, "Freely ye have received, 
freely give." True indeed it is that the evangelists — 
the apostles — the travelling preachers of the word — ^wha 
had turned their backs, in the love of Christ, on their 
customary means of livelihood, had an undoubted claim 
for temporal support, on those for whose benefit they 
were sent to labour. The workman was worthy of his 
meat. But we find that Paul, when he tarried any 
considerable length of time in one place, never failed to 
recur to his handicraft business for his own maintenance, 
that he might not be burdensome to the churches which 
he had planted ; and he even ministered in temporals to 
those who were with him, being well assured that it is 
**more blessed to give than to receive." A fortiori there 
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can be no doubt that the "prophets," who continued to 
occupy their own homes, pursued their various worldly- 
callings for the support of themselves and their families, 
and for the help of those who needed their assistance. 
Their spiritual office was accompanied by no temporal 
emolument; it could not, therefore, be a matter of 
patronage. 

For the very same reason, it could not be an object 
which any man would pursue in the way of canvassing 
the votes of the members of a congregation. There was 
nothing in the functions of a prophet, which could 
gratify either the avarice or the ambition of man, 
nothing which could call any one into the strife and 
turmoil of a popular election. The plain fact is, that 
the prophets were chosen from their very birth, by the 
Lord of life and glory, who reigns supreme over his own 
church : and when ripened by his grace, and called to 
his work, they rose up in the congregations of his people, 
to declare of his goodness, or knelt down in public vocal 
prayer; not at the command or suggestion of man, but 
as l^e Holy Spirit, on each sueeessive occasion, led them 
into their service, and qualified them for its performance. 
Yet we are not to forget that the "spirits of the pro- 
phets" were subject to the prophets. They were to 
maintain a watchful regard for their brethren, to make 
way one for another, and to speak two or three (in 
succession of course) while the others judged. Among 
the various gifts then bestowed on the church, was that 
of the discernment of spirits; there was the spiritually 
instructed ear which tasteth yrorda as the mouth tastelli 
meat ; there were the elders in the church, whose duty 

I 2 
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it wtia t^ldok to the preservation of the qaietness and 
liarmony of the assemblies, that all things might be done 
"decently and in order." Finally, there was the body 
of the Lord's people, -^o could not fail to compare the 
doctrine preached with the testimony of Scripture, and 
to feel whether it was so delivered in the Ufe of the 
truth, as to reach the witness for God in their own 
bosoms. While, therefore, the choice of the preacher 
could never be a matter of popular election, there caa 
be no question that it rested with the ehureh, under the 
guidance of its Holy Head, to try the pretensions of the 
prophets; to encourage or disallow their services; and 
publicly to acknowledge the vaHdity of the gifk, when 
experience had afforded sufficient evidence that it was 
indeed of Gtod, 

In order to bring our subject to a satisfactory con- 
clusion, we must, in the last place, inquire what was 
the primitive plan of conducting congregational worship. 
If the clerical system which crept into the church in 
times of diminished vigour and purity, and to which the 
generality of Christians are accustomed in the present 
day, had been instituted by our Lord, and practised by 
his earliest followers, there can be no doubt that we 
should have found ample notices of it in Scripture. We 
should have read of the congregations of the Lord's 
people, each under the presidency, guidance, and teach- 
ing of some one appointed preacher — who should act as 
the head, heart, lungs, and tongue of the whole assembly ; 
on whose lips all were to hang ; on whose doctrine all 
were to depend, to the utter exclusion of the rest of tixe 
congregation. But so far are we from finding such a 
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pattern in the "New Testament, that a directly contrary 
view is there presented to us. The apostle Paul has 
giv^n us, incidentally indeed, yet most graphically, a 
living description of the Christian assemblies for divine 
worship as they were held in his own daynsee 1 Cor. idv. 
There we find that the vocal ministrations, practised on 
these solemn occasions, were, in no degree, restricted to 
the individual tenant of a pulpit ; but were completely 
congregational, conducted under the immediate influences 
of the Spirit — ^in the liberty of the Holy Ghost. One 
had a psalm, another a doctrine, another a tongue, 
another a revelation, another an interpretation. On all 
were poured forth, under different administrations, the 
gifts of the same Spirit. Above all, the blessed gift of 
prophecy, through which the word of truth was freely 
preached, was liberally diffused by the Great Head of 
the church — so that "oZ? might prophesy" (when rightly 
called to the work) and all be edified. 

Here the whole body is represented to us as alwe in 
the native power of truth — a joint and united spiritual 
priesthood, prepared of the Lord to offer up ''spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable unto God through Jesus Christ." 
Now since all the vocal offerings of primitive congrega- 
tional worship, were thus prompted by the moving of 
the Holy Spirit, it follows that, when no such divine 
moti(Hi was felt, the congregation must have remained 
in silence. Nor is it, as I apprehend, possible that such 
a system of worship could have been conducted in true 
decency and order, on any otkex basis. ''Keep silence 
before me, all ye islands, and let the people renew their 
strength ; let them draw near, then let them speak," &c. 
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''The Lord is in bis holy temple: let all the earth 
keep silence before him." These awM commands must 
surely have been found to have a virtual application to 
the primitive assemblies of God's people ; composed, as 
they were, of persons who dared not speak aloud in 
divine worship, except as the Holy Spirit gave them 
utterance. At such times of awfiil silence, the Lord 
Jesus Christ must have been felt to be present with them,, 
taking the office of Preacher into his own hands, and 
ministering to every member of the body, according to 
his need. He is indeed " the Minister of the sanctuary, 
and of the true tabernacle, which God pitched and not 
man" — our Prophet as well as our Priest, who still 
speaks, by his Spirit, "with authority" — "as never man 
spake ;" and it is only as we are gathered to a living 
dependence upon his teaching, that we can really grow 
and flourish in religion, and bring forth the fruits of 
righteousness to the praise and glory of God. In the 
whole matter of Christian nunistry — as its author, con- 
ductor, inspirer, and theme, and above all as he who 
teaches us immediately by his Spirit— our Lord Jesus 
Christ is, and ever will be all in all. Could we but 
renounce our dependence on the systems, forms, and 
contrivances of men, and put the fulness of our trust in 
his wisdom, love, and power, there is every reason to 
believe that his truth would spread with wondrous 
energy; and mightily would that blessed day be 
hastened when ''the kingdoms of this world" shall 
"become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.* ' 
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OK THE SACRAMENTS. 

The oath which it was customary to administer to every 
Eoman soldier, on his joining the armies of the empire, 
was called a sacrament — sacred words accompanied by a 
solemn interior meaning, by which the newly-enlisted 
warrior was bound to the service of his general and his 
prince. No such term is to be found in the Holy 
Scriptures : nor is it easy to discover at what date, or 
on what occasion, it first found its way into the vocabu- 
lary of Christians. Its theological meaning, however, is 
ably developed by Hooker, as follows: "As often as 
we mention a sacrament/* says he, ''it is improperly 
understood ; for in the writings of the ancient fathers, 
all articles which are peculiar to Christian faith, all 
iluties of religion, containing that which sense or natural 
reason cannot hy itself discern^ are most commonly named 
sacraments. Our restraint of the word to some few 
principal divine ceremonies, importeth in every such 
<^remony, two things; the substance of the ceremony 
itself which is visible ; and besides that, somewhat else 
more secret, in reference whereunto we conceive that 
<ieremony to be a sacrament." See Johnson* s Dictionary 
on the word. From this passage it is evident, that the 
true point which is necessary to make any thing a 
sacrament, is some internal and mysterious truth or 
operation, hidden both from the outward senses and 
natural reason of man, and therefore an object of 
religious faith. Thus the word is applied to certain 
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ceremonies, because they are outward and visible signa 
of an inward grace, supposed to he annexed in them, and 
properly inherent in them. 

That there are, in the first and general sense of the 
word as used by the ancient £fttherB, many sacraments 
in the Christian religion, cannot be denied ; for all the 
peculiar doctrines of our faith are mysterious in the 
view of human reason — they contain a depth which the 
unassisted wisdom of man cannot fathom. So also the 
precepts of Christianity are many of them peculiar^ 
and have their foundation in him who is himself the 
Word of €k)d — ^the Wonderftil One whom man know* 
not by nature, but in whom nevertheless " are hid aU 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." Again, if 
certain ceremonies are called sacraments in consequence 
of some mysterious virtue, or powerfal operation, with 
which they are supposed to be connected, it is certain^ 
that this efficacious interior must in itself be still more 
A sacrament— H)n the old logical principle, " Qm> quidvii 
iaU fit, id magis tale est; That hy whieh any thing 
heeomes such, is itself more sueh,^* 

On this last point we shall have more to say hereafter, 
tn the mean time a view must be taken of those 
beremonies, or ordinances which are called sacraments, 
because of their supposed necessary connexion wit& a 
iddden or mysterious operation, or in other words, an 
fnward grace. The Bomish church insists on seven 
kuch ordinances — ^baptism, confirmation, the eucharist, 
^nance, ordination, extreme unction, and marriage. 
IVom this list, Protestants have selected baptism, and 
the eucharist, as the only saonanents of Christianity; 
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these therefore "will require our chief eonsideratioii. la 
the meantime, in order to the clearing of oar subject^ 
it may be well to make a few remark on the five re- 
maining articles. 

1. Confirmation. That it is the duty of parents and 
others who have Ihe care of children to train them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, is an 
undoubted truth; and when they come to an age ap- 
proaching to manhood, it is surely incumbent both on 
thdr natural ^tectors and their spiritual overseers, 
to eonfirm them, both by {precept and example, in a 
religious life and conversation, that they may not enter 
the callings of the world, or be exposed to its manifold 
temptations, without the protection of those Ghristiaa 
principles which can alone insure their virtue here, or 
their eternal ha^^iness hereafter. 

So far we are fully warranted by the acknowledged 
principles of scriptural truth. With respect to confir- 
mation, in its technical meaning, it may be defined as- 
the ceremony by which young people, when they come 
to years of discretion, take upon themselvee, under the 
laying on of the hands of the bishop, the vows made^ 
for them at their baptism in infancy by their sponsors — 
that they will renounce the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and lead a righteous and godly life. It is almost 
needless to say that such a ceremony is never once- 
mentioned or alluded to in Scripture. Both among 
Boman Catholics and some Protestant churches, it forms- 
part of a plan, which, whether expedient or not, noto- 
riously belongs to the inventions of man, and not to the^ 
law of God. 
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It is not my present business to inquire what benefit 
may accrue to individuals from their entering on such 
solemn engagements, or from the advice and instruction 
with which the ceremony is usually accompanied. I 
have only to remark, that whatsoever else confirmation 
may be, it is not a sacrament; because it is not neces- 
arily or properly connected with any interior powerfril 
operation, with any inward grace. Experience amply 
proves that thousands and tens of thousands of those 
who are recipients, and (so far as appears) honest and 
willing recipients, of this ordinance of the church, are 
by no means partakers of an effective inward grace. 
On the contrary they grow up to manhood in the 
character of mere worldlings; and throng the broad 
and easy road which leads to destruction. 

My lot was once cast in a foreign country, where this 
result is notorious. The clergy of the church there 
established, are officially engaged in training the young 
of their flock, until the period arrives for confirmation. 
When this ceremony has been performed, the young 
person is no longer considered to be under any peculiar 
clerical care. The vow has been exacted, and liberty 
is now given. This liberty soon degenerates into licen- 
tiousness; and ''confirmation/' so far from being the 
fastening of the principles of Chnstian truth and virtue, 
is found, in very many instances, to be a sort of signal 
for unrestrained entrance on the paths of vice. Who 
then can imagine that there is any inherent sacramental 
virtue in th6 ceremony of confirmation ? 

2. Penance. That there is an extreme danger of 
confounding penance with repentance, is evident from 
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the fact that, in Eoman Catholic versions of the New 
Testament, the former is generally substituted for the 
latter. Penance I understand to be disciplinary pun- 
ishment, inflicted by the Eomish clergy on those who 
have acknowledged any transgression at confession. 
When some poor Irishman, for example, is seen creep- 
ing round one of the cha'pels on his bare knees, over 
rough stones, or is heard repeating a thousand Ave 
Marias, this is penance — a performance which Bome 
celebrates with the name of sacrament. This discipli- 
nary infliction is considered, as I understand, to serve 
the purpose of satisfaction for sin. That it often takes 
the place of those grand essentials of Christianity, 
"repentance towards God and faith towards oilr Lord 
Jesus Christ," is, in my opinion, highly probable. The 
suffering which reconciles the offender to his priest, and 
procures him absolution as its meed, is sufficient for the 
children of superstition and ignorance; they forget the 
necessity of a broken spirit ; they forget the efficacy of 
the blood of Jesus for the blotting out of sin. This 
tendency, in the practice of penance, may possibly be 
at times counteracted by a watchful care on the part of 
the clergy ; but no one can fail to perceive that it is at 
once natural and highly dangerous. Be that as it may, 
however, penance with its accompaniments, is no sacra- 
ment; it is destitute of any necessary connexion with 
inward grace. Many of those who are thus punished, 
and thus absolved, sincere though they be in their 
submission to the infliction, pursue the path of sin ; are 
punished and absolved again and again; and have in 
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the end, notliii^ to depend npon for their salyatioa^ 
but priestly discipline and priestly absolation. 

3. Ordination. Did the gift of ttie Holy Ghost truly 
and neces^rily accompany the ceremony of ordination^ 
that ceremony might justly claim the name of a sacra- 
ment. But as the fact is oth^wise, and is generally 
understood and allowed to be so, ordination is an out- 
ward form without any hidden or mystical interior ; and 
therefore no sacrament. 

4. Extreme Unction. **Is any sick among you?" 
says the apostle James, '' let him call for the elders of 
the church; and let them pray oyer him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord ; and the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up ; and if he have committed sins, they shall be 
forgiven him." The apostle wrote during the age of 
miracles; when, in answer to the prayers of his saints, 
the dns of sick persons w^e freely forgiven through 
faith in Jesus, and they were at the same time restored 
to bodily health; the miracle wrought on the body 
being the evidence of the spiritual deliverance or cure. 
Just such was the happy lot of the palsied sufferer, 
who, after Jesus had forgiven his sins, was miraculously 
healed, and took up his bed and walked. There is no 
reason to suppose that even in that day, the anointing 
with oil (a common oriental practice) was of anyeffioacy 
for procuring either the pardon of the soul, or the cure 
of the body. That it has no inward grace connected 
with it in the present day — that it is no means of 
obtaining reconciliation with GK)d, no means of admis- 
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sion into heaven, as many a superstitious votary of 
Home ignorantly imagines — ^is evident from the fact, 
that the old sign of the miraculous healing of the 
body is iotalh/ wanting. Extreme unction, therefore, 
whatever else it may be, is no sacrament. 

5. Marriage. It is fervently to be hoped, notwith- 
standing all the legal facilities which are, in the present 
day, given to marriage, to the exclusion of religious 
ceremony as a necessary accompaniment, that this sacred 
tie win always be regarded by Christians as a reUgumB 
compact, honourable in the sight of God and man, and 
beaiing the stamp of a divine sanction and authority. 
Kor can it be denied, that this compact has been blessed 
to many souls — that husband and wife, in very numerous 
instances, are found to be each other's helpers in spiritual 
things, and joint partakers of the " grace of life." But 
to imagine that inward grace is connected with the 
ceremony of marriage, in such a sense as that when the 
latter is performed, the former is thereby bestowed, is 
to imagine a fiction, of which experience is constantly 
demonstrating the utter futility. , Eich blessing, there*- 
fore, as it is to man, and when rightly entered into, 
truly a religious as well as a civil covenant, marriage 
unquestionably is no sacrament. 

On a calm review of the five articles of ecclesiastical 
practice or ceremony, which have now been briefly con- 
sidered, it must be evident to every impartial inquirer, 
that there is no inherent mysterious virtue in any one 
of them. In making this assertion, it is necessary for 
us to observe the distinction between the blessing which 
may rest on the sincere nund in the conscientious 
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performance of any supposed religions duty, and a 
hidden power in the performance itself, hy which alone 
it is constituted a sacrament. I presume that even the 
votaries of Eome would allow, that the reception of 
any of these ceremonies, by the mere hypocrite, would 
avail him' nothing; and the most zealous Protestant 
might willingly grant, that the sincere and conscientious 
performance of ceremonies, believed to be ordained of 
God, may be accompanied by a blessing, even though 
the rights themselves are destitute of any true divine 
authority. But Eome asserts that there is in these 
ceremonies an inherent power or virtue, by which grace 
is conveyed to every sincere recipient. Protestants on 
the contrary are of the judgment — ^in accordance with 
the plainest dictates of reason and truth — ^that there is 
no such inherent power or virtue in confirmation, 
penance, ordination, supreme unction, or marriage; and 
therefore that none of these ceremonies are sacraments. 
And now having briefly disposed of these five articles^ 
we must proceed to take a view of the two remaining 
ceremonies, to which the generality of Protestants, as 
well as the members of the Church of Eome, ascribe 
such an inherent power, and therefore apply the name 
of sacraments — ^I mean water baptism, and the eucharist. 
I. It is generally believed both by Eoman Catholics 
and Protestants, that water baptism was instituted by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, as a standing ordinance in his 
church. In this sentiment I cannot concur; but 
whether it is correct or otherwise, I believe it may be 
easily shown that this ceremony is no sacrament. We 
have no reason to imagine that it contains any inherent 
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power or virtue, by wluch grace is conveyed to the soul 
of the recipient — whether that recipient be the sin- 
cerely believing adult, or the harmless unconscious infant. 

In order to unfold the subject with clearness, it must 
in the first place be observed, that the inward grace 
which is supposed to be contained in water baptism, is 
the grace of regeneration — ^the grace by which man, 
naturally corrupt and dead to holiness, is bom again, or 
bom spiritually unto righteousness. In adults this 
grace must be regarded as tantamount to conversion. 

The history of the New Testament furnishes no clear 
instance of the baptism of infants. The*" household of 
Stephanas," and the families of Lydia, and the jailer at 
Philippi, may have included little children, or they may 
not ; we are in possession of no evidence either way. 
In the meantime the examples are numerous, in the 
New Testament, of the baptism of grown-up persons. 
Many were they who flocked to the banks of Jordan, 
that they might receive this rite of purification at the 
hands of John. Even Jesus himself, who needed no 
repentance, submitted to the ceremony, because of the 
character which it then undoubtedly bore of a divine 
ordinance. "And no sooner had he commenced his own 
ministry, than his disciples made use of the same rite 
in his name ; so that, when a dispute arose " between 
some of John's disciples and the Jews, about purifying," 
it was said to John, "Eabbi, he that was with thee 
beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold 
the same baptizeth, and all men come to him :" John 
iii, 25, 26. 

It is probable that the disciples of Jesus continued 
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to praotice this rite, dariii|; the whole coarse of his 
ministry. So also the historical fact is clear, that 
after our Lord's resurreetioii and ascension, thej made 
frequent use of water baptism. The converts on the 
day of Pentecost^ the Samaritan ccmyerts, the Ethiopian 
eunuch, Cornelius and his family, the jailer at l^iilippi, 
and Lydia, with their respectiye households, the Co- 
Tinthian and Ephesian believers, were all baptized 
with water, by the hands of the apostles, or with their 
sanction and authority: see Acts ii, 38; viii, 12, 38; 
ix, 18; X, 48; xvi, 15, 33; xviii, 8; xix, 5. 

l^ow I freely confess my own apprehension, that in 
thus making use of water baptism, the apostles and 
their brethren were not acting under any command 
from their Lord and Vaster, but <Hily following up an 
old practice whidi was perfectly familiar to the Jews. 
When the law was delivered to the Israelites from 
Mount Sinai, they were commanded to ''wash their 
clothes ;" and the Eabbins determine that this washing 
was the immersion of their whole persons with their 
clothes on; this being the baptism, (a xite of purifica- 
tion, appointed for the people, on their entering into 
the covenant of the law. We are assured by Maimonides, 
and other learned Jews, that the baptism of proselytes 
to the Jewish faith, was a practice on which their fore- 
fathers insisted from a very early antiquity ; and that 
no proselyte could be consid^ed a partaker of the 
national privileges, who was not both circumcised and 
baptized. If eith^ ceremony was wanting, the 
Judaism was incomplete.^ 

' Itsure Biah, cap. xiii. 
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In point of fact, bathing or washing iff 'iraterj imd^ 
•some form or oiher, was the constant sign by which the 
I&raelites were accustomed, under the Jewish law, to 
maik the change from defilement to purity, or tom one 
degree of purity to another. Thus^erery new doctrine 
—every new subject of l^ef— was accompanied by a 
corresponding^ cleansmg of the body in water. The 
proselyte from heathenism was baptized on adopting the 
iBraelites' faith in the^ G^d of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. The disciple of Johtt was baptized, on a further 
stage of belief— namely, in the near approach of the 
Messiah. The disciples of Jesus were baptized, in 
their turn, when they were convertfed to faith in the 
Messiah already come. Each step in the process indi-* 
eated an adrance in the law of hoHness, and each step 
was accompanied, as a matter of course, by a new 
baptism. Tet the rite of purification, in all these 
cases, was of the same nature, and belonged to the 
peculiar mode of thinking and acting, to which the 
Israelites were accustomed. In other words, it belonged 
to the system of divine worship established under the 
law — a system which " stood only in meats and drinks, 
and divers washings, (jSaTmer/ioic) and carnal ordi- 
nimces," imposed on the JewB until the "time of refor- 
mationJ' From such practices, so familiar to their* 
thoughts and habits, the apostles of Jesus were emanci- 
pated only by degrees; Neither did our Lord insist on any 
sudden change in this respect ; but having promulgated 
the great doctrine that, under the Christian dispensation, 
God, who is a^^ S^rit, was to be worshipped only in- 
spirit and in ianxthr^'^m'shipped under the influence^/ ihs 
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Soly Sptrttf and in the reality, as distinguished from the 
shadow, type, or Jigwre — he left that grand principle to 
work its own way in the minds and hearts of his 
followers. In the meantime his example, on the subject 
of baptism, was very significant. Before he commenced 
his own ministry, he submitted to the baptism of John, 
which was divinely authorized, and formed part of the 
righteousness which then was ; but as the messenger of 
the New Covenant, he personally abstained from the 
use of any such rite. When the apostle John records 
"how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John," he adds, " though, 
or howbeit (ica/rotyc) Jesus himself baptized not, but his 
disciples:" iv, 2. 

Shortly or immediately before his ascension, and in 
the course of his parting conversation with his disciples, 
our Saviour made repeated mention of baptism. Then 
it was that he gave his apostles their commission to 
preach the gospel to the Gentiles — *' baptizing them in 
(or into) the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost:" Matt, xxviii, 19. Were we to 
grant that water baptism was here intended, it obviously 
does not follow that our Lord instituted this ceremony 
for the use of his apostles ; much less that he established 
it as a permanent ordinance in his church. The apostles, 
as has been observed, were already in the practice of 
using this rite ; and if the outward ceremony was here 
intended, our Lord's words cannot (as I conceive) be. 
fedrly understood as commanding it, but only as giving 
to it (or rather to the ministry with which it was con- 
nected) a neuf direction. The apostles had hitherto 
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confined their labours to their fellow-countrymen, who 
were believers in the Father and the Holy Spirit ; and 
the faith into which they were the means of bringing 
them, and into which they baptized, was faith in Jesus 
the incarnate Son. Now they were to go forth among 
the idolatrous heathen, and the faith in which they 
were to instruct their hearers — the faith into which 
their doctrine and baptism were to introduce them, was 
faith in the true God — Jehovah Elohim, the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. In this point of 
view, the words Doctrine and Baptism were almost 
synonymous — ^it being, as before remarked, the acknow- 
ledged principle of the Jews, that where there was a 
new doctrine, there also, as a matter of <5ourse, was a 
new baptism. 

But Jesus was accustomed to speak of baptism in a 
spiritual sense; (Mark x, 39;) and another passage in 
which, in his last conversation with his disciples, he 
adverted to the subject, seems to afford a key to his 
meaning here. " Being assembled together with them,'* 
(immediately before his ascension,) he "commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye 
have heard of me. For John truly baptized with 
water ; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence ;" Acts i, 4, 5. On the day of 
Pentecost, the apostles, and with them the whole infant 
church, were indeed baptized with the Holy Ghost; 
and being thus endowed, they were made instrumental 
(under the power of him who promised to be with 
them always unto the end of the world) in extending 

K 2 
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tite same baptism to otb^s.. Xbeirs was a livii^g 
mmistr7; the words whioh tbey^ spoke, like tiboee of 
their, divine Master, wjere i^irit, axid they were. life*, 
Uiufl was their preaohing the means of bringing dowa at 
most Messed spuritoal influence oa those who heard them ; , 
aa was the case, with Peteri when he declaim the tmths: 
of the. gospd to Cornelius and his friends^ and wlien he 
was/jreminded« by the effect of his own preacdiingg oft 
the promise ofJesus^ just alluded to, that his people 
should ibe baptized with the ^apHsm of the SptriL l^ot, 
by way, ferm^ not by any outward element, but by the,- 
proclamafcion of the whole truth, " in demonstration of. 
the Spirit and of power," the appstles baptized the Jew» i 
into the.namei of Jiesus— the Gentiles into the. name. of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Such, therefore, a» it appears to me, was the baptism 
of which our Sayiour spoke,, when he commanded his 
seryants to make diaoipies of all nations, on that emfal 
parting occawn^. with . the solemnity of wJiioh the 
appointment of a. ceremony pertaining to the flesh 
w)ould aj^^ear to be so little congenial. This view of 
the subject derives a strong conflrmatlon fVom the case 
of Paul^^ who was undoubtedly a fall partaker, by. 
adop^on, of the apostolic commission, and who could . 
soarcely fedl to have a perfect acquaintance with. the.. 
terme in whdch it was couched. He was indeed engaged 
in; erangoUzing the Gentiles, to a fSar greater extent, aa 
we have reasen to believe, than any of his brethren* 
Dtd.Paul then regard water baptism as forming any 
p^nA-of that high oommisiion? Certainly not, for he 
says e^iesaly, '* CkriUseiU im mt to baptize^* — «. $,, 
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^th water. Did Ixe^uot) iMitlfer understand his Lard's 
command as ^relaUz^ solely to ' tke functions of an 
inspired minifetry ? "Yes, surely/'^ we:may venture to 
Answer, sifloe! he ^ immediately ^adds, '^ hut to preach the 
'ff09pisr* — 5\rords on wMch the context *su^)iBes a most 
significant commentary-^" Eorihe preifching of ike cross 
isto'themihat perish fsolUrhness, but unto .us whidi 
^re'saved it is the POWBE of God:" l^Cor. i, 17, 1«. 

Our Saviour's expressbns in ri&£ai:&'xvi, 15, 16, are 
evidently capable of a similar interpretation — **Qo <je 
into all t^e "world, and preach the . gospel to every 
creature; ho that believeth and is baptized diall be 
•saved." They who believe the gospel, and by the bi^- 
tisttn of the Holy Ghost are truly joined to the ehurch of 
Christ, thus becoming ''fellow-citizens with the saints, 
<uid of the household of God," — shall indeed receive' the 
'*end" of their faith, "even the salvation" of their 
Botds: eomp. 1 Bet. iii, 21, 22. 

On the review of this ibtatement, the unprejudiced 
inquirer may perhaps agree with me in the sentiment, 
that thiere is no sufficimt evidence in the New Testament 
that wAter baptbm was ordained by our Lord ; or that 
/we are required* to observe this ceremony as of permanent 
obligation, under the Christian dispensation. The more 
we reflect on ttie spiritual and vital nature of the New 
i)ovenant, the clearer (as I beliefve) will be our appre- 
hension that all types and shadows, in the worship and 
Bervice of God, lare by a general law abolished, having 
received tlmr fulfilment in the glorious realities of the 
gospel ; and being for ever finished, in point of authority, 
first, by the sacrifice of the Son of God on the cross; 
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and secondly, by its blessed consequence — the outpour- 
ing of the Holy Ghost on the church of Christ. 

To continue to observe such types and shadows, seems 
to me to be an adherence to the principles of the Jewish 
law, and to be at variance with one of the grand features 
of our common Christianity. But whatever may be the 
conclusion deduced &om our premises on this point, one 
thing appears to be clear — that the rite of baptism, as 
practised by John the Baptist and the apostles, contained 
no hidden or mysterious grace, no regenerating or con- 
verting power, whereby the honest recipients of the 
ceremony were made partakers of newness of life. In 
other words, it was no sacrament. In order to sub- 
stantiate this remark, we have only to recur to the 
plain history of the subject. 

When the multitudes from Jerusalem, Decapolis, and 
other places, flocked to the banks of Jordan, to be 
baptized by John, it may be presumed, that many of 
them were sincere in the belief of his doctrine, and 
were truly brought to repentance towards God. Now 
of this repentance, if we may judge from the analogy 
of Scripture, his preaching was the means, and the bap- 
tism by which it was accompanied, nothing more than 
the appointed iign. 

Again, when ''Jesus made and baptized more dis- 
ciples than John," (John iv. 1,) or rather when Jesus 
made these disciples, and his followers baptized them, 
(see ver. 2,) there can be no doubt that the grace of 
conversion went forth towards these new believers, 
under the preaching of Jesus j and that the ceremonial 
act of the apostles, which followed their conversion, 
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was simply the visible sign and acknowledgment of that 
which had already taken place. Just similar was the 
ease with the three thousand converts on the day of 
Pentecost, (Acts ii, 38 ;) with the Ethiopian who was 
convinced and converted under the preaching of Philip 
(viii, 38 ;) with Lydia and her household, and the jailer 
and his family, at Philippi (xvi, 15, 33;) with the 
believing Corinthians (xviii, 8) and Ephesians (xix, 5.) 
All these were brought to a knowledge and acceptance 
of the truth as it is in Jesus, by means of apostolic 
preaching ; and were afterwards baptized, by the hands 
or with the permission of the apostles, as a public sign 
of that conversion which had already taken place. 

Paul himself is a notable example of the same cha- 
racter. Who can doubt that his regeneration took place, 
by a singular and immediate act of divine grace, when 
the Lord Jesus arrested him on his journey with an 
exceeding great light, and spake to him with a voice 
from heaven? His subsequent baptism was clearly a 
oeremonial act, by which was denoted the washing away 
•of his sins in the blood of Jesus, and the change of 
•heart which God had already wrought in him. 

The account of the Samaritans who attended to the 
preaching of Philip (Acts viii, 12,) and of Cornelius 
and his family, who listened to the words of Peter (x, 
48,) are both worthy of particular consideration, in 
reference to this subject. The Samaritans, including 
the sorcerer Simon, when they beheld the miracles 
wrought by Philip, were unable to resist the evidence; 
they gave credence to the word preached, and "were 
baptized both men and women." Yet we find that they 
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bad not then reeeived ijie full^ace of .-conyeafei^Q^ ask^ 
^Iwlous in the ^oaae of Suaoji; for it *ia e2^presd]j 
4eelai:ed, * *' tib^t the Molj Ghoat was 'felitoi ip^a noiid 
;0f them> cdoly. tib^y were b^ptizedin the sMoae oi theX^A 
Jeaa^;" (Acts viii, 16.) jlftm'UHmdsy^hdlkf q^ieurtflram 
•their haptism, that grac^ yma heatowed upoa thenv 
(Solium -ezc^ed^) through the IcQriAg an <if ;the haii& 
^f the ^poBtles -Peter ^nd John. On the coiitraEy, G^r- 
adiiis and hus friends w«re mmt remarkably bapiiiaod 
m& the Holy Ghost, nadsr the ^preadiing crf^^ter;. 
imd after they .had received this divine gift, 4hey sab- 
mitted/to the ceremony of w^ter baptism, which ^as 
the token ^nd r0cqgniti9n rbut rPot the meamt .of their 
couTersion. 

In all these cases it istsorely tv'ery dear that .the,fp»oe!,. 
virtne, or interior power of regeneration, was not in- 
herent in the ceremony of baptism, .but wi» the ,gift of 
Gx)d throi^h oiher means; and that the cer^nenyrseryed 
its own purpose only^ namely, thatof an outward, TiaUe, 
and. for the most part, ,pnUic sign. The same yiew of 
the mibject is obviously aj^licahle to the baptism .of 
adult converts in the present day;; wheth^ tbose ooa-* 
vi^rts are made from among nominal* (%riBtiaas,crinth& 
heathen world. They hear ihe words of trufli ; they 
receive, or are supposed to reoeiTre, the grace of iconTer'- 
rsion, ihroi^ the instrumentality of the peraacber; and 
water baptism, a purely ceiemoa^psaotace, isra&srward^ 
Added as a public confessicm or 8^;n. GSue gsace of 
r^^eraticm is no way 'inherent in the ceremony itsd^ 
4md iherefore, whateTfio: lolse it^may ]»e» Jbateecemonf 
is no sacrament. 
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iUCttoh leas ds .that in ward gr«oe coiEttamecl in this rite, 
iBliijeQ <ftppHed-to xtnconieiouBiiafaiits. These are all^ 
iDquaUy wovthj ireoipients of the 'water baptism. The 
£^»man GatiioHc ehurch, ;and not a iew professing 
Protestants, declare, that water, to be the urater of 
'T^memtwu. !Ehey;0T«Q:aI]0w of no regeneration, but 
-tiwt whidi iliey isnppoae ito be izdierent in'^the drops 
'wbidi are Bpcrmkled on tthe -bodies of Hiese innocents. 
Bnt 'vdiat is tihBaetaal Jesuit— *what the practical frait 
jdf lidiis. ceremony, which itime and e^^perienee develop ? 
A Tast proportion jof these >diiMren prove, by their sub- 
sequent omdaet and character, that &ey have never 
Jm«a l:)0ni again--^bom firem abov^— *bom of the Spirit. 
To the inward grace of a true conversion, they are utter 
fitningevs, and w^hile they '^ follow ike midtitude to do 
.evil,^' they affosd a palpable and ^manswerable argument 
dx> oonvinoe tu, that wl^ctsoeveir may be ihe supposed 
advantage or authority 4$f the^radtice, ii^ant baptism is 
deititate of -any interior grace, or power .of regenerating 
iiie soul, and is therefore no sacrament. 

n. And now vre must advance to the one remaining 
^practice of proifessii^ OhnErtians "Which k not only 
TBgaiisd J3y ma&yTrotegtants, as well as by the JEloman 
£lathdios, as asacramend;, but^is'looked upon as sacred 
tubove all other .oeffemonajee df tihe church, and is often 
^ipoken of, par vxedlmm, as the saeDameaL Unwilling 
4IB Jmm io jam counter to4Riy hi&itual feelings «f rever- 
.^noednmy Mlow^CSBistiaBB, tristh compels me to eonfesB 
•Bqr own judgnent, ihat iihlB ceremony Jttlso, according 
to fiook^s defixiitaon .of the term, is de8titntex>f any 
claim to such a ijitle. 
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I cannot however allow that the Lord's snpper, as it 
was practised by the primitive Christians, came under 
the head of ceremonies. A little attention to the history 
of the practice will suffice to convince ns that it bore a 
^different character. 

It was a common custom among the Jews, at their 
suppers or dinners, to break their loaf of bread in order 
to distribute it among the company, and to take this 
opportunity of returning thanks to that gracious Being 
who so bountifully supplied all their need. The cup of 
wine also was handed round the table, to be drunk 
of by each individual, for the refreshment of the 
body, yet in token, probably, of social and religious 
fellowship.^ 

There can be no doubt that this custom was observed 
by the Lord Jesus and his disciples, as by other Jews, 
when they partook of their daily social meals ; and we 
have a distinct account of their doing so at the last 
paschal supper, which they ate together for the sus- 
tenance of the body, as well as in obedience to the law 
of God on this particular subject. It was, however, a 
most touching and solemn occasion. The lamb of the 
passover was an expressive type of Jesus himself — ^the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world; 
and the hour was now at hand when he was to be 
ojSered up on the cross, as a propitiatory sacrifice for the 
sins of all mankind. "So wonder that, at such a time, 
he saw meet to give to customs, otherwise familiar, a 
religious direction ; to speak of the bread which he was 
breaking as a symbol of his own body, so soon to be 

* See Lightfoot, Hor, Heb. in Matt. 
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broken ; and of tbe cap of wine wMcli be banded to bis 
friends, as a token of bis own blood wbicb was now 
about to be sbed. No wonder tbat be sbould command 
bis immediate followers, wben tbey observed tbese cus- 
toms, (wbetber at tbe feast of tbe passover, or on otber 
more common occasions,) to do so in remembrance of 
him. " Take, eat, tbis is my body wbicb is broken for 
you ; tbis do in remembrance of me," and again, " Tbis 
cup is tbe New Testament in my blood : tbis do, a4i oft 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me." 

In pursuance of tbis command, we find tbat tbe 
primitive disciples were careful even at tbeir social 
meals, to keep tbe Lord, wbo died for tbem, always in 
remembrance. Tbese believers bad all tbings in com- 
mon ; and, " continuing daily witb one accord in tbe 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
tbeir meat witb gladness and singleness of beart;" 
Acts ii, 46. It was at tbeir daily meals tbat tbey 
broke tbeir bread'; and tben, doubtless, tbat tbey called 
to mind tbat sacred body wbicb tbe bread symbolized, 
and wbicb bad been broken for tbe salvation of tbeir 
souls. After a little time, bowever, wben tbe number 
of Gbristians became larger, and cburcbes were formed 
in various parts of tbe world, tbe daily social meal was, 
naturally enougb, excbanged for tbe weekh/ love-feast — 
a moderate repast, of wbicb tbe believers in eacb place 
partook togetber, in token of tbeir mutual good- will 
and religious fellowsbip. 

It appears tbat tbese repasts were beld on tbe first 
day of tbe week; but separately from tbeir meetings 
for worsbip. Paul and bis companions partook of tbe 
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iore-^dasty on that '}dasy,mJt Trotay'^r&^te the didcipka 
** had come together to iMPej^ ' bread ; " 'and wJien he 
*^ltad' broken bread, wut eaten, Mxsd ialked^a. long^hile, 
fio he departed : " iAicts xx, 7, 1 1 . Thus at the-doae of 
the first oentnry, -we find Ifrom Pliny* s<j€iebrat«d letter 
to the Emptor Tr^gan/vthat ithe Bith^nian Christians 
met, eaiiy in tiie. morning, Ton a i^tated (doixbtiess the 
^f)Tiffy of thetredc, for the purpose :of worshipping" 
Christ; and at:a latertoor of the sam&day, assembled 
again in order to partake of a moderate social meal* 
This was eyidently /&e love-feast, \^hen the bread was 
eaten aaid'the wine drank, in comanemfMeationof the 
deatii of Jesus — ihe cruoified> but now living and 
reigning Saviour. 

The love^feast is paxtioularly mentioned by (^ 
apostle Paul in his epistle to the Corinthians, whom 
hesharply reproves for a. most miserable abuse of Ihis 
practice. It appears thiit'the Corintibians flooked to 
this meal in a careless and irregdlar manner; ihat 
maxxy of them d)used it for the sinful indulgence ^f 
l^eir appetites; that' while sdme were left to hungcnr, 
.otibers were feeding themselves luxuriously,. and were 
drunken with wine. Another subject of complaint was, 
that persons who patteok 6f this CSuistian.meal, which 
the apostle calls Ihe Liod's supper, (probably because 
of its resemblance to the last supper of which^ the Lord 
partook with his disciples,) were also acou^xnned ^to 
unite in the feasts of the heathen, and to eat meats 
which had been olBBred to idols. The apostle diaiply 
reproves both these abuses, which wete. indeed utterly 
apposed to that devotional foeHng, ^nd that iioly 
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naLoderaibn^ wbieb. become tbe CShmttai^ chgmottiE!;^M> | ^ 
" The cup* of, bleasmg: Ti??hidti we bless is. it. naiti thai L^^f 
<5(Hii?miBdoiii of tlm blood! {KQtyiovia^ tov alfjuKrog) o£ • 
€hrist?. Thje) bread -whiA we. break is it: not the 
commumoji of the body {kowttyla tov awfioret) of.QiriBt?-' 
!EV>r we being ;iiiaii^ are one bread aad one bo(fy ; for t we; 
are all partakers of thai one bread. Behold Israel £^ter - 
the fle^ : are not :they which, eat of the sacrifices, par>- 
takers of the altar? {icoarwpol tov Ovma^fffilov.) What3 
say I then ? that the idol is anything.^ ; or that which is- 
offered in sacrifice to idols is anything?: But I say that- 
the things which the. Gentiles sacrifice^ they sacrifice to 
devils, and not to (Jod ; and T would not that y© should 
have fell<>wship with deyila*" {mLVioyovgiT&vhaifwvlufr 
yfvetrdai,) 

As the priests who ate of the itesh of the^ sftorifiees 
which hftd.been offered on. the Lord's altar, weretmt^if ^ 
partaken {Koivinrol) of the altarr— t..^ of thosa thing»^ 
which appertained to the altar and the.sacrificial service • 
of God; and as the heathen fcastersw^e uniUdpar^- 
tahrs of devils — u e. of, thoseL things which* respected' 
the worship of devils; so the Christian believers, wltt> 
attended the Lord's sup^r, w^e. united partakers of the 
body and blood of Cbrist — L e, of those things which 
had respect to tbO body and blood of: Christ. 

In making use. of these expres8ions,.the apostle, refers^ 
to the circumataneey.that itiwaajonstomaryv among, the^ 
primitive Christiiins^. to break their bsead and drink 
their winein.compiemoration.of 1i)Qibody/andcblood4)f 
Christ — or in other words, of his propitiatory death on 
the cross. . The religious dire^tiou ,q£ thQ;praptk)e had 
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indeed been grievously overlooked by those persons who 
had abused it for their carnal gratification. " When ye 
come together, therefore, into one place," says Paul, 
"this is not to eat the Lor^a supper; for in eating, 
every one taketh before other Aw own supper ; and one 
is hungry and another is drunken. "What, have ye not 
houses to eat and to drink in; or despise ye the church 
of God, and shame them that have not ? What shall I 
say to you ? Shall I praise you in this ? I praise you 
not." The apostle follows up this just rebuke with a 
brief description of the Lord's last supper with his 
disciples, when he broke the bread and handed round 
the cup of wine, as symbols of his own body and blood 
— an account which (either by immediate revelation or 
through the medium of the other apostles) he had 
"received of the Lord." He reminds them of the true 
intent of the observance — "for as oft as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this wine, ye do show the Lord's death 
till he come;" points out to them the danger of eating 
and drinking unworthily, "not discerning the Lord's 
body;" and exhorts them to a Christian and orderly 
conduct on these occasions of social enjoyment and 
solemn religious commemoration. "Wherefore, my 
brethreUi when ye come together to eat, tarry one for 
another. And if any man hunger, (that is, be very 
hungry,*) let him eat at home, that ye come not 
together unto condemnation : " 1 Cor. xi, 33, 34. 

Kow on a review of this simple statement, it i& 
evident to my apprehension, that the love-feast, or 

' irwf, Fid. Schleusner Lex, et Grotii Comm* in loc. 
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XorcPs supper of the early Cliristians, ranged under the 
head not of religious ceremonies appertaining to the 
worship of God, but rather under that of pious practices, 
in connexion with the social duties and enjoyments of 
the present life. It was impressing a religious tendency 
and direction on a particular custom which naturally 
spread from the Jewish to the Gentile believers. It 
was one instance of conformity to the general principle^ 
— " Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, da 
all to the glory of God ; " and again, "do all ill the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him :" 1 Cor. x, 31 ; Col. iii, 17. I cannot 
perceive that our Lord's injunction can be reasonably^ 
understood to extend beyond the limits of the custom 
to which it refers — " As oft as ye drink this cup, do it in 
remembrance of me." Just so the washing of the feet 
of a neighbour or a Mend, was customary among the 
Jews, at the Christian era. Our Saviour, therefore, 
enjoins his disciples to wash one another's feet — the 
substance of the command being obviously that they 
should be kind and submissive one to anothei in love. 
The practice has ceased, but the spirit of the command- 
ment remains the same. So I apprehend that the sub- 
stance of the other injunction — that substance which 
will ever continue, whether the custom to which it 
related, be maintained or not — is neither more nor less 
than this — that Christians should ever keep in deep and 
hallowed remembrance, the dying love of the Saviour- 
of men. 

TertuUian, at the end of the second century, speaks^ 
of the celebration of the eucharist, in connexion with 
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i;he m^lsrof the ChmBti9atai^im'Unipore*mffk$$^;^ IftitH 
was at a somewhat earlier de^, as we learnr« from at 
welL-known pas&age in tbet works of Juatm Wagtp^ 
(a. b. 147,) tinat.the praetlee ia qiKstion had assmnedf 
the fornt^ in some pcurts o^ the church, of a disectl;^ 
^^eremonial obsecvaoee. This morsel of bread wa&itl^Bn: 
eaten, and the wine tasted iby the b^kvers, at thetdosK 
of their assemblies for wori&iph-^nottas a social meaJ^ 
but simply as aTeligioos nte& Every one knows' tha^ 
this is 'the character of the Lord's, sapper, as it!isnowr. 
nsed ^among: Christians^ It bas become ai pucely oesfr- 
monial act, .and is resided,, especially* among Bomsn; 
Catholics, as the most solemn; part or article in iisB; 
public worehip of God. Under this nsw cluiract^; itf 
seems, directly to interfere, with' the- geiseral law^, thafet 
tmder the gospel dispensation, God is to be worshiped: 
spiritually^— that all tjrpes and figures in the worship: of' 
the Most High^ ate now exchanged fdr the etermd^^ 
reality and substance of religion — that they are at onioe 
fulfilled and abolished by the coming m the flesh, and'' 
propitiatory deathrof the Son oft God. 

In the meantime, whether we look at the practice ol' 
the early Christians^ or thibt which bas prevailed among: 
the professors of the truth in: modem daysy we are l^b 
without the shadow of an evidence, .that the psrticipa^ 
tion of breadr and wine, in the "Lord's suppfer," is a^ 
sacrament — ». e. an outward obsecvanoe, properly cod- 
taining ^U: interior-grace. 

In order to render this point clear, we must advert^ 
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tfirst to tlie Eoman CatludiiO, and secondly, to tke 
Protestant view of this, subject* 

The inherent mystery, which vthe advocates of Eome 
ascribe to the bread and wine, is an actual bodily 
participation of that which the bread and wine 
symbolize, even the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. They strangely imagine, that after the conse- 
cration, by a priest, of the wafer and the wine, these 
substances are miraoulbusly converted into that body 
and blood, which are truly and substantially eaten and 
drunk by those who partake of the sacred elements; 
and they further allege, that this corporeal eating of 
Christ's body, conveys with it a spiritual blessing to 
the soul, and is one appointed and necessary means of 
man's salvation. 

These preposterous notions have, in my judgment, no 
other origin than the direful superstition which, not 
very long aft;er the times of the apostles, began to brood 
like a cloud over the professing church of Christ, and 
involved it, by degrees, in gross and perilous darkness. 
Yet the Bomish church pleads as authority for transub- 
stantiation, the words of Jesus, when he brake the loaf 
and distributed it to his disciples — " This is my body 
which is broken for you." The question then lies in 
the meaning of these words. I^ow there is a clear and 
all-sufficient reason wEy our Lord cannot be understood 
as declaring that the bread which he had broken, was 
actually his body — ^namely, that his body was then a 
living frame, not yet broken — ^a veritable body — which 
his disciples saw and handled, and which was occupying 
a portion of space^ distinct from that which the bread 

L 
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occupied, while the very words which form the suhjeot 
of dispute, were flowing from his lips. Christianity 
most justly requires us to belieye many mysterious 
truths which are heyond reason; but it never yet 
claimed our faith in that which is contrary to reason. 
It was indeed attested by many miracles^ suspensions- 
and counteractions of the established order of nature ; 
but here there is supposed, not merely a miracle, but an 
actual, physical impossibility. The same body or sub- 
stance cannot possibly exist in two places at once. To 
suppose the contrary, is to suppose an absolute absurdity 
— ^that which never was, is not, and never can be. 

Kor is the case at all different in the present day. 
"We may rest assured that the glorified body of Christ 
is in heaven — a place of infinite enjoyment and glory. 
It is not possible that it should at the same time be in 
the hands of the priest on earth, whether in the form 
of a wafer, or under any other appearance — much less 
in the hands of a thousand priests at once, in a 
thousand different places. 

That the passage does not afford any reasonable 
pretext for the fabrication of so enormous a fiction, a 
little calm consideration may be sufficient to evince. 
It is surely matter of common parlance to use the verb 
to he, in the sense oi figuring or representing ; as for 
example, any one might say, when looking at figures in 
a picture representing Christ and the apostle Paul, that 
is the Saviour; that is Paul! "We ought moreover to 
remember that our Lord spoke, as there is every reason 
to believe, in the vernacular Syriac^ in whiob language 
the verb in the sentence '' This is my body," would not 
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have been expressed at all; as the reader may satisfy 
himself by a reference to the old Syriac version of the 
New Testament. " This — my body," said our blessed 
Lord — as he held the bread in his hands ; words which 
may, with perfect propriety, be understood as conveying 
the idea that the bread 8ymbol%%ed or represented his 
body. 

As the corporeal eating of the body of Christ must 
therefore be regarded as fictitious, it would be irrelevant 
to argue the second question, whether such an eating 
conveys grace to the soul. That which has no eadstence, 
can have no effect. But in the notion that the body of 
Christ is actually eaten in the consecrated wafer, and 
that this carnal act is necessary to salvation, there is 
surely much that degrades the cause of truth; much 
that directs the minds of those who are honestly seeking 
their salvation, into wrong channels ; much that is cal- 
culated to divert from a simple reliance on the crucified, 
risen, and reigning Saviour, and to substitute for him an 
idol of man's own imagining. How many poor be- 
wildered sinners have been taught, on their death-beds, 
to regard this ceremony, with its supposed hidden 
mystery, as their viaticum to heaven, instead of casting 
themselves, in deep repentance and lively faith, on Him 
who died for them, and through whose blood and 
righteousness alone we can enter the portals of heaven^ 
and take possession of the inheritance of the saints in 
light. In so corrupt a superstition, so gross a perversion 
of the great realities of the gospel, there can surely be 
no inherent grace; but rather loss, and danger, and 
sometimes perhaps even death, to the immortal spirit, 

L 2 
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How th£n, in the second place, does this matter 
stand with those Protestants who, while they reject the 
Eomish doctrine of transuhstantiation, and regard it as 
utterly unreasonable, nevertheless practice the euchariat 
as a ceremony in divine worship, and under the notiOD. 
that it contains, within itself, some mysterious power 
for the benefit of souls ? Is such a notion founded on 
Scripture ? or is it justified by experience ? I apprehend 
that both these questions must be answered in the 
negative. The precept of Christ, to which Protestants 
as well as Papists refer as their authority for the rite, 
makes mention of the breaking of the bread and the 
handing of the cup> only as a memorial — **Do it in 
remembrance of me." Accordingly we find, that the 
early Christians; without the slightest view (as far as 
appears) to any internal mystery, applied that practice 
to the purpose of commemoration* This commemoration 
might be blessed to the souls of the right-minded, who 
truly desired to keep their Lord in remembrance; 
but we have no reason to suppose that there was any 
peculiar inward grace connected with it, any more 
than with other acta of Christian piety. The trae 
feeding on the body and blood of Christ by a living Mth, 
might or might not accompany the practice in question; 
and certainly this feeding might take place at other 
seasons, when the outward symbol was far removed 
from the Christian believer. I^ow if there was no 
inward grace inherent in the practice, and inseparable 
]^rom. it when honestly performed, that practice was 
no Kuurament. 
Much less can it be r^;arded in tlmt point of view in 
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its present form, as a ceremony in the worship of God. 
That this ceremony may he OYerruled, as a solemn 
rememhrancer, to the henefit of some minds, I am hy no 
means disposed to dispute ; hut such an effect affords no 
evidence that there is a mystical interic^ attached to the 
rite, and properly contained in it ; and this could alone 
render it a sacrament. On the other hand, there is 
surely a danger, lest the rite in question should operate 
unfavourably, especially in those persons who have the 
strongest sense of devotion and mystery attached to it. 
To them it may often prove a diversion from the very 
truth ; a substitution of the lifeless form for the sacred 
reality — a miserable exchange of Christ himself, for a 
favourite symbol or shadow. 

It is a singular confirmation of these remarks, that 
many of the clergy, in the present day, who have 
departed from their former simplicity in this matter, 
and are now laying an almost popish stress on the 
eeremony of the eucharist, have at the same time 
divested their discourses to the people, of ihe cardinal 
doctrine of Christ crudfied. Thus, while the symbol 
t>f the Saviour who died £or us is inordinately 
<iherished, the Saviour himself, and his most precious 
atoning sacrifice, are made to retreat within the vail 
joi awful concealment — ^perhaps of absolute oblivion. 



It appears then that whether we allow or disallow 
the practices of water baptism and the Lord's supper, as 
they are now used among most Christian professors, we 
are brought to a sound conclusion, that, like ^e cere- 
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monies of the Jewisli law, they are destitute of any 
mystery or grace, by which the soul can be affected; 
and must be regarded only as shadows or representations 
of those divine mysteries which truly belong to the plan 
of our redemption, and are absolutely necessary to 
dalvation. 

Now it is on all hands acknowledged, that had such 
mysteries been inherent in the rites of baptism and the 
eucharist, they would have imparted to those ceremonies 
the true character of sacraments. On the logical prin- 
ciple therefore already alluded to — Quo qutdvis tale fity 
id magis tale (that by which any thing becomes such, 
is itself more such) — we cannot refuse to allow that 
these blessed realities are themselves sacraments indeed. 
Yes, Christianity has her sacraments in every truth — 
not any outward form affecting the bodies of men — 
but a spiritual baptism, and a spiritual supper. Both 
these are clearly introduced to our notice, and strongly 
insisted on as of vital importance, by our Lord himself 
and his apostles. 

Mrst, as to spiritual baptism; it is divine in its 
character, proceeding not by any natural law, but im- 
mediately and supematurally, from that God who is a 
spirit. It is that sovereign work of grace, by which the 
dark, dead, sinful soul of man is enlightened, quickened, 
and converted to God ; so as to be translated into the 
kingdom of Christ even in this world, and to become a 
partaker of the divine nature, by a new creation. 

Sometimes it is described as a new birth — as in John 
i, 12, 13. ''As many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, which were bom not 
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^f blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
jnan, but of God :" and still more at large by our Saviour 
himself in John iii, 3 — 8 : "Except a man be bom again 
{avdidev, u d. as in the margin, from above^) he cannot see 

the kingdom of God Except a man be bom of 

water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God." The latter of these clauses is an enlarged 
repetition, or paraphrase of the former. To be bom of 
water and the Spirit, and to be bom from above, are 
-synonymous terms. Hence it is clear, that the substan- 
tive water is here used, as in many other passages of 
Scripture, figuratively — to denote the cleansing influence 
ofthe Spirit, which comes "from above;" so thafr "water 
and the Spirit" must here be regarded as expressing only 
the Holy Spirit and his divine influence. This view is 
<jonfirmed by the immediate context in the verses which 
follow, " That which is bom of the flesh is flesh ; and 
that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not 
that I said unto you. Ye must be bom again (or from 
above.) The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
•cometh, nor whither it goeth ; so is every one that is 
bom of the Spirit.'' 

This divine work is described by the apostle Paul as 
41 washing: see 1 Cor. vi, 9 — 11. "Be ye not deceived; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, &c., &c. 
shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some 
-of you, but ye are washed,^^ &c. Again, Eph. v, 25, 26 : 

' This is the sense in which the apostle John always uses the 
rword. 
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'^Christ also loved the oharch and gave hiisBelf for it^ 
HoA, he might Baactify and cdeanse it irii^ the waahin^ 
nf water \y^ the word." Here the word, even the^ 
preaching of i&e gospel, is set forth as the mppointed 
means by which Christ washes or baptizes his chnrch — 
41 doctdne which proves that a truly anointed minister 
4)f the Lord Jesus may, through the power of Ms ever- 
^eaexEt helper, ihm baptize his hearers into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
But lihis is a work which the Lord is sometimes pleased 
to effect witiiout the interventum of any hnman in- 
atcamentaHty, as was the case with Paul himself. The 
marveihniB change of heart which he had experienced, 
is elsewhere described by 1i» aposlde, under the same 
figure : see Tit. iii, 8 — B. "Tear we ourselves also wer& 
.somdimes foolish, disobedieirt, desoeived, serving divers 
luBts and pleasures, Bving in maHce and envy, hateM; 
and hating one another. But after that the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour towards man i^eared; 
sat by woiks of righteousness which we have done, but 
aeseirding to his mercy he aaved us, by the wadiing of 
i;e9eneratio& and renewing of the Holy Ghost." like 
the water and the Spirit in John iii, the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Hdy Ghosit, may be 
regarded as perfectly idesictical. These terms appear to 
80k forth one blessed «dA necessary work, ei^n the^ 
;baptism of Ohrast — the baptism of ^e Spirit. 

Tinder the gospel dispensation, Jesus Christ is ihe^ 
true Baptizer. "I indeed baptize you with water unto- 
repentance," said John the Baptist, "but he that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
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worthy to unloose : he shall baptize yon with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire:" Matt, iii, !!• In the gospel of 
John, the Soly Ghost alone is mentioned. As for the 
fere, like the water in John iii, it may here sl^nd for 
that diyine in£uenee, by which ihe soul of the believer 
is purified, and his very heart changed within him. 
When this baptism is e2^)8rienced, he puts off ** the old 
man, which is corrupt aecoirding to tho deceitful lusts, "^ 
and puts on " the new nran, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness." 

Lastly, that quiekening, cleansing work, by which the 
needful change is effected in us, from dea£h to life, and 
from sin to r^hteousness, is the hapiiem which savsSy 
mentioned by the apostie Peter. After speaking of the 
aik, " wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by 
water," the apostle adds, " The like figure whereunto 
(or that which answereth wharenuto — ^ avrcrvirov) doth 
also now save us ; not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is gone 
into heaven; angels and authorities and powers, being 
made subject unto him :" 1 Pet. iii, 21, 22. The risen 
and ascended Saviour baptizes from cAove. He sendft 
forth that living influence of <(^e Holy Ghost, by which 
Anfril man, quickened fiQm his death in trcispasses and 
sins, is enabled flayingiy to helieve in the one atoning 
sacrifice, and to bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 
Thus are we made partakers of a conscience void of 
offence in die sight of God and man: ^mp. Heb. ix, 14. 

There is sui^ly much reason to believe that Paul is 
speid:kig of this powerful internal work, when he insists. 
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on the necessity of dying unto sin, and of rising again 
with Christ, unto a life of righteousness. ''What shall 
we say then ? shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound ? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to 
isin, live any longer therein ? Know ye net, that so many 
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized 
into his death ? Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism unto death : that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Pather, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life :" Rom. vi, 1 — 4. 
And again, to the Colossians, ''And ye are complete 
in him, which is the head of all principality and power ; 
in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the body of the 
«ins of the flesh by the circumcision of «Christ : buried 
with him, in baptism, wherein ye also are risen with him, 

THBOUGH THE FAITH 07 THB OPSEATION OF GoD, who hath 

raised him from the dead:" Col. ii, 10 — 12. 

So also when he assures us that there is "one body 
and one Spirit, even as we are called by one hope of our 
<;alling ; one Lord (J68U% Christ J one faith, one hapiwn,^* 
— we may fairly conclude, either that "baptism" here 
takes the sense of "doctrine," of which (as before 
mentioned) it is evidently capable; or that the apostle 
is speaking of the one baptism of the one Lord, which is 
with the Holy Ghost. Thta view of his meaning is per* 
fectly accordant with another passage, in which he speaks 
of this spiritual baptism as the means of introduction to 
a living membership in the body or church of Christ ; 
6ee 1 Cor. zii, 12, 13, " For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, 
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being many, are one body ; so also is Christ. Por by one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one body ; and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit." Happy and Holy 
are they who drink at this sacred fountain; for ever 
blessed they who submit to the baptizing and renovating 
power of the Holy Ghost. All these, and these alone, 
are living members of the body of Christ, children of 
grace, and heirs of glory. 

But, secondly, if the sacrament of regeneration is at 
once the only and the sufficient means of bringing us 
into union with Christ our Head, and with all his mem- 
bers the world over, and of imparting to us the principles 
of a new and heavenly life, that union and that life can 
be maintained only by our participation (may I not say 
our daily participation ?) in another sacrament, even the 
spiritual supper of our Lord. "Behold," says Jesus to 
the churches, *' I stand at the door and knock : if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me :" Rev. 
iii, 20. This cheering promise is in exact accordance 
with some very remarkable expressions which our Lord 
uttered after he had broken the bread and handed the 
wine, at the last paschal supper. '' But I say unto you, 
that I will not henceforth drink of this fruit of the vine, 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Pather's kingdom:" Matt, xxvi, 29. On another 
occasion he said to his disciples, '' Ye are they which 
have continued with me in my temptations. And I ap- 
point unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom," &c. : Luke xxii, 28 — 30. Nor can it be 
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denied, that it is l^e same gradons Saviour who, in 
the prophetic laia^age of the Song of songs, thus 
addressed his spouse, the cliuroh — "I am come into my 
garden, my sister, my spouse: I have gathered my 
myrrfi with my spice; I have eaten my honey-comb 
with my honey ; I have drunk my wine with my milk ; 
eat, friends; drink, yea, dnnk abundantly, be- 
loved:" Cant. V, 1. 

I should suppose that no evangelical Christian, of 
whatsoever peculiar name, could for a moment hesitate 
in accepting these beautiful passages in a purely spirit- 
ual sense, as representing the communion which true 
believers in Jesus, in times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, are permitted to enjoy with their 
Holy Head, and one witb another in him ; a communion 
which, from season to season, cheers them on their 
journey to ihe promised land, and will constitute their 
ehiefest joy in heaven itself. Here is sustenance for the 
inmost soul ! here is the saving supper of the Lord ! 

But Christ himself is the food of the Christian, and 
is to be eaten by his disciples in Hiis true sacrament. 
Nothing can be more affecting, and .nothing more 
important, l^an his own doctrine on this subject, con- 
tained in that memorable discourse which the apostle 
John has placed on record with the pen of inspiration : 
see John vi, 35 — 63. ^'I am the bbead o9 lite: he 
that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he tibat 

believeth on me sbail never thirst I am tiiat bread 

of lifb. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness 
and are dead; this is 1^ bread which cometh down 
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



ON THE. SACBAKENTS. 157 

I am the liviDg bread which came down from heaven ; 
if any man eat of this bread he shall live for ever; and 
the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world. The Jews therefore stroTe 
among themselves, saying, How can this man give ub 
his flesh to eat? Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, 
Terily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you« 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my bbod, hath 
eternal life ; and I will raise him up at the last day. 
Por my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living 
Pather hath sent me, and I live by the Father; so he 
that eateth me, even he shall Hve by me. This is that 
bread which came down £rom heaven: not as your 
fathers did eat manna, and are dead; he that eateth 
of this bread shall live for ever. These things said 
he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 
Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard 
this, said, ''This is an hard saying, who can hear it? 
When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples 
murmured at it, he said unto them. Doth this offend 
you ? What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where he was before? Ii is the Spibii that 

^niCKENETH, THE FLESH PSOFTEETH KOTHIlfe .* the WOrds 

that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.'* 
The declaration with which our Lord here concludes 
his discourse, is of incalculable weight and importance. 
It seems to me virtually to undermine and abrogate for 
ever all typical and carnal ceremonies in divine worship. 
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Most assuredly it aflPords the true key to the preceding 
doctrine. We have our Lord's own explicit authority 
for understanding it spiritually. Those who under the 
immediate influence of the Spirit, and hy a living faith, 
appropriate the glorious Saviour who came down from 
heaven that he might give life to the world, truly feed 
on Jesus, the hread of God, the hread of life. The 
Christian, whose sole reliance is placed on the atoning 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, and who lives hy that 
precious faith, may justly he said to eat the flesh of the 
Son ofman^ and to drink hie blood. There is indeed na 
spiritual life for any man, to whom the gospel is preach- 
ed, on any other terms ; and all who, under the powerful 
operation of the Holy Spirit, thus helieve with the heart, 
are nourished up hy this heavenly food to all eternity. 
They dwell in Christ, and Christ dwells in them. 
Furthermore, when the helievers in Jesus are assembled 
and united in solemn worship — when they draw near te 
the Father, in one Spirit, through the Son of his love — 
when they are livingly brought to the remembrance of 
the body which was broken, and of the blood which was 
shed for them — ^when "the love of God" is "shed 
abroad'' in their hearts "by the Holy Ghost which 
he giveth us" — then are they rich partakers of a true 
sacramental communion— then are they honoured guests^ 
even here, at the table ot thb Lobd, in his kingdom. 
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ON JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION. 

A TEET slight knowledge of the papal and hierarchical 
system, may suffice to convince every honest inquirer, 
that under its darkening and deadening influence, the 
grounds of the Christian's hope of salvation have heen 
fearfully obscured, and the hope itself, to a very great 
extent, placed in jeopardy. The greatest of all evilfr 
is sin; and Christianity teaches us that all men are 
under condemnation, because all have sinned. The 
awfiil penalty consequent on that condemnation, 
is the death of the soul, or in other words, its 
eternal separation from God, in a state of unutter- 
able woe. 

How, then, in the first place, are we to ex-^ 
perience deliverance from this weight of condemna- 
tion; how are we to make our escape from this dreaded 
penalty? 

Under the dismal effects of moral and doctrinal 
apostacy, the professing church answers, By plenary 
indulgences from the pope; by penance; by priestljr 
absolution; by the extraordinary mortificatioDs of the 
flesh; by fastings frequent and severe; by Voluntary 
torture; by the repetition of prayers without number; 
by the hardships of monasticism and hermitage; by 
the magical influence of relics, and pictures, and images; 
by the intercession' of Mary and the saints; by the 
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sacrifice of the mass ; by the faithful observance of all 
kinds of ceremonies; and finally, by purgatory — that 
last resource for the cleansing away of those stains of 
sin, in the Christian which the other means now alluded 
io have left untouched. 

In what measure and in what proportions these 
various modes of reconeifiatioB with God are depended 
on by the votaries of Borne, we have no meaos of 
forming an adequate judgment ; but it is evident Ihat 
they are severally ohfeota of faUk, on which poor de- 
luded souls are taught to rely for the blotting out of 
their Bias, and for securing their escape fronl the pains 
of eternal deatib. There is a strong tendency in the 
heart of man to rest on these delusions, instead of 
coming fully and unreservedly to Jesus Christ and him 
crucified; for Christ crucified continues to be "to the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness." 
It is a fact, amply proved by experience, that visible 
and tangible representations of the crucified Saviour, 
and ceremonies in worship, which are intended to renew 
his sacrifice for sin — with all other departures from 
simplicity in religion — are so far from truly leading the 
soul to Christ as the only ground of the sinner's hope, 
that they often operate as diversions from the truth and 
let in a vast variety of ways of salvation, as they are 
falsely supposed to be, instead of the Lord Jesus, who 
is himself the way, the truth, and the life. Well may 
this strange medley of satisfactions for sin, be described 
as a quicksand, in-whieh many currents meet, and 
hoUow out a pit beneath the glowing surface, into* 
ivhich the children of superstition are prone to ML^ 
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never more to rise — unless some peculiar miracle of 
grace be wrought in their favour. 

True, indeed, it is, that the Romish church professes 
a firm faith in the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and in the doctrine of his propitiatory sacrifice on the 
cross; and that many pious adherents of that church 
availingly believe in Christ as their Saviour, and seek 
for the forgiveness of sin through his atoning blood. 
Yet there can be no doubt, as I conceive, that the 
superstitious notions and practices to which we have 
now alluded — these strange paths and byways to heaven 
— are fraught with peculiar peril to the soul. They 
may often be the means of preventing an entrance 
through the door into the sheepfold; and therefore 
properly belong to the system and reign of antichrist, 
the false prophet, or the second beast who has the 
visage of a lamb, and the voice of a dragon. 

It is greatly to be feared, that there is a recurrence, 
in the present day, even among churches called protes- 
tant, to many of these unauthorized and dangerous 
inventions. More than a few of the professors of 
scriptural religion have lapsed into a disregard and 
concealment of those cardinal truths which once occu- 
pied their chief attention, and seem to have lost the 
strength and clearness of their vision respecting the 
way — the only way — of salvation. 

In the meantime the truth of God remains unchanged, 
and the very agitation and sifting of things, which is 
now abroad among professing Christians, will doubtless 
be the means of confirming thousands in their adherence 
to Christ. Well may we exclaim with the poet : — 

K 
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*' Oh, how unlike the cumhrous works of man, 
Heaven's easy, artless, unencumbered plan ! 
No meretricious graces to beguile, 
No clustering ornaments to clog the pile ; 
From ostentation as from weakness free, 
It stands, like the cerulean arch we see, 
Majestic in its own simplicity. 
Inscribed above the portals, from afar 
Conspicuous as the brightness of a star. 
Legible only by the light they give. 
Stand the soul- quickening words, believe and live,** — Cowper. 

Kothing can be more simple and decisive than the 
doctrine of our Lord himself on the condition or means 
of salvation : ** God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
thould. not perish, but have everlasting life : " John iii, 
16. ** Yerily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth 
on me hath everlasting life : " vi, 47. ** I am the 
resurrection and the life: ho that believeth in me, 
shough he were dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die : " xi, 25, 26. 
** Sirs, what must I do to be saved ?" said the jailer at 
Philippi to Paul and Silas; *' and they said, Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house : ' ' Acts xvi, 31. 

From these, and many similar declarations, it is 
evident that, in order to obtain salvation — even deli- 
verance from the wrath to come — we are required to 
believe in Jesus, the Saviour of the world ; and that all 
men of every name, age, or country, who truly believe 
on him, will assuredly be saved. In these simple, yet 
comprehensive declarations, nothing is said of penance, 
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fOid masses, and fastings ; nothing of any ceremonial 
observance ; notiiing of absolution, indulgence, or satis* 
faction for sin, doled out by the power or pity of 
man. Faith in the Saviour is the thing which God 
demands of us in order to the forgiveness of our sins, 
and the salvation of our immortal souls. Yet the devils 
believe and tremble. It is not a mere knowledge of the 
truth, with the conviQtion of the understanding, which 
will serve this mighty purpose. It is the deep affiance 
of the, soul; it is the leaning of the loving heart on 
Christ, by the power of the Holy Ghost — a disposition 
which can never fail to be accompanied by repentance 
towards God, and the unreserved surrender of the 
Trhole man to his righteous will and service. 

This, however, is a subject which requires to be 
somewhat more developed. We have ** redemption 
through the blood of Christ, even the forgiveness of 
sins." Hence it follows that the faith in him, whereby, 
under the gospd, we obtain that forgiveness, has a 
marked and peculiar respect to his bloodshedding on 
the cross. Thus we find, that when presenting himself 
to his hearers, as the object of saving faith, our Lord 
repeatedly directed their attention to this central point. 
** As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
shall the Son of man be lifted up, (that is, on the cross, 
eomp. John xii, 33,) that whosoever believe th on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life : " John iii, 14, 
15. And again : *' Whoso eateth my fiesh and drinketh 
my blood, (whoso livingly believeth in me as the atone- 
ment for sin) hath eternal life, and I will raise him up 
9t the last day : " vi, H. 

u 2 
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The pardon of sin through faith in Christ crucified, 
is often descrihed by Paul as Justification. All mankind 
are sinners, guilty in the sight of a holy and righteous 
God. Neither the tears of repentance, nor the Christian 
virtues afterwards implanted by Divine grace, can 
possibly efface those stains of guilt. Never can these 
be washed away, except in the fountain set open in 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleaness, even the fountain 
of the blood of the Lamb ; and this blessed purpose is 
effected through the instrumentality of faith. There- 
fore " we are justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law." 

This subject is admirably set forth by the apostle in 
various passages. " Be it known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren," said he to the Jews of Antioch, 
"that through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness' of sins: and by him all that believe are 
justified of all things, from which ye could not be justi- 
fied by the law of Moses : " Acts xiii, 38, 39. To 
the Galatians, he says : ** Knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, 
that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law ; for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified." Soon afterwards he 
adds, " Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us ; for it is written, Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree:" Gal. ii, 16; iii, 
13. ** Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." And again: **God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that, while we were 
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yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more, then, 
being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him : " Kom. v, 1, 8, 9. 

It is chiefly, however, in the proceeding chapters of 
this epistle, that the apostle insists on the iundamental 
doctrine of justification by faith, traces it to its root, 
and unfolds the principles on which it rests. 

In the first place, he enters on an awful description 
of the corruption and wickedness of the heathen nations, 
who sinned against the law of a righteous God, revealed 
in the heart. He next shows that the Jews, on whom 
was bestowed the written law, were no better; for 
while they made a profession of godliness, they were 
deeply alineated from God, by their sins. Thus he 
proves that all mankind, in the fall, and in consequence 
of the transgression of our first parents, are prone to 
iniquity, sinners in point of fact, and guilty in the 
sight of a holy and omniscient Creator. 

From this guilt, and from the condemnation and 
punishment which are its inevitable consequence, no 
human power or virtue, no works of the law, either 
ceremonial or moral, can possibly deliver us. It stands 
to reason that we cannot be justified by the works of 
the law, because we have broken the law, and it is the 
law that condemns us. The more clearly it is revealed 
to us, the more marked and conspicuous, the more 
aggravated also, is our guilt. " Therefore by the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight; 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin :" iii, 20. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, and whose love is an 
unfathomable deep, for our sakes spared not his own 
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Son, but sent him into the world to die for simien^ 
that whosoever believeth in him, and in the blood of hid 
atonement, might receive the forgiveness of sin, and 
live for ever. This is a simple sketch of the apostle's 
views, as unfolded in this epistle. *' All have sinned," 
says he, " and come short of the glory of God ; being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus ; whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare hie 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God. To declare, I say, at 
this time, bis righteousness that he might be just, and 

the JT78TIPIER OF HIM WHICH BELIEVETH IN JeSITS." 

The divine attributes of justice and mercy, each 
perfect and absolute, and liable to no defalcation, meet^ 
unite, and blend in the doctrine of the atonement. The 
penalty of death has been exacted ; and One of infinite 
dignity, virtue, and power, in his own voluntary love, 
as well as in obedience to the will of the Father, has 
undergone that penalty. "He was wounded for our 
transgressions : he was bruised for our iniquities ; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray ; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all." Thus the utmost claims of the law of God — 
that unchangeable expression of his perfect righteous- 
ness — are fiilly satisfied. " The righteousness of God," 
is declared and established in his own glorious plan " for 
the remission of sins." And the Judge of all flesh id 
demonstrated to be just, while he justifies, '* him which 
believeth in Jesus." 
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After this explicit enunciation of that cardinal doc- 
trine of Christianity, justification by faith, the apostle 
proceeds to illustrate the subject by the example of 
Abraham, and the experience of David. *' For what saith 
the Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was 

COUNTED TTNTO HIM FOB KIGHTEOU8NE8S. NoW to him 

that worketh, is the reward not reckoned of grace, but 
of debt ; but to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is coitnted 
FOE EIGHTE0U8NES8. EvcH as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth 
BiOHTEOirsNESS without works, saying. Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 
NOT IMPUTE sin:" iv, 3 — 8. 

Two points of great interest and importance here 
claim our attention. 

"We find, in the first place, that Abraham and David 
are adduced as examples of that faith by which sinners 
are justified ii^i the sight of God; or, in other words, 
receive the forgiveness of their transgressions, and are 
dealt with as if they had never sinned. Now although 
these faithful men were far from being destitute of some 
knowledge of their Redeemer, it cannot be supposed 
that they enjoyed that clearness of view respecting his 
coming in the flesh, and his propitiatory sacrifice on the 
cross, which is the privilege of true Christians under 
the gospel dispensation. Yet they believed in Christ 
according to the measure of the light bestowed upon 
them ; and their faith was counted unto them for right- 
eousness. The same observation unquestionably applies 
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to all the saints of the Old Testaraent. Nor can it be 
reasonably doubted that even among nations which have 
no direct knowledge of revealed religion, there have 
been many persons in different ages of the world who 
have believed in God, according to the measure of the 
light of the Holy Spirit immediately bestowed upon 
them, as a guide and rectifier to their consciences. 
These also, as we may fully believe, have been justified 
by faith, through the mediation and sacrifice of our- 
Lord Jesus Christ ; for " in every nation, he that feareth 
(God) and worketh righteousness is accepted of him : *' 
Acts X, 35. " For not the hearers of the law,** says the 
apostle to the Romans, " are just before God, bat the 
doers of the law shall be justified ; for when the Gentiles, 
which have not the law, do by nature the things con- 
tained in the law, these having not the law, are a law 
unto themselves; which show the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or 
else excusing one another:'* Eom. ii, 13 — 15. 

The mercies of God and the effectual operation of 
his grace are, as I venture to believe, much more 
comprehensive than many persons suppose. Yet none 
can be saved but " by grace, through faith;** and that 
not of themselves— "it is the gift of God.*' In the 
meantime, let all who enjoy the unutterable privilege of 
the noonday light of the gospel of Christ, never fail to 
remember, that "unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him much will be required ** — a faith corresponding to 
their knowledge, a conduct worthy of their fjEiith. 

The second point alluded to is embraced in the words 
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just quoted, " the doers of the law shall be justified." 
I conceive that this sentiment fully applies to those 
persons whom the apostle elsewhere describes as being 
"justified by faith without the^ deeds of the law.** The 
deeds of the law have no part whatsoever in procuring 
the pardon of their sins ; for they have broken the law, 
and the law condemns them to death. But now, under 
grace, they are become doers of the law : nor could they 
•have been Justified hy faith, had not their faith been so 
vital and divine in its nature as to be necessarily pro- 
ductive of this practical result. Such a view of the 
subject will explain the apparent difficulty of the 
doctrine of James, as compared with that of Paul. 
" Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
Tea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I 
will show thee my faith by my works. Thou believest 
that there is one God ; thou doest well : the devils also 
believe and tremble. But wilt thou know, vain man, 
that faith without works is dead ? Was not Abraham 
our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the altar ? Seest thou how faith wrought 
with his works, and by works was faith made perfect ? 
And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for right- 
eousness: and he was called the friend of God. Ye 
see then how that by works a man is justified, and not 
by faith only : " James ii, 17 — 24. 

James, in the character of a consistent and fruitful 
believer, here addresses some imaginary person who 
professes faith in Christianity, without practising its 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



170 oir JtrsMWCiTiOK awd SAircriKCATioir. 

precepts. He challenges him to display his spnriotts 
article to the hest advantage, and offers to bring his 
own belief to the test of the works which it produces. 
Powerfully does he illustrate his docirine by comparing 
faith without works, to the body without the Spirit; 
and to the belief of devils who know God and hate him. 
On the other hand, he justly dwells on the example of 
Abraham, who proved the vitality of his faith, by a 
memorable and most difficult act of obedience. Thus is 
he brought to his general conclusion, that ''a man is 
justified by works, and not by faith only." 

On this subject we are competent to say, that as 
sinners we are justified (». e, we receive the pardon of 
our sins) by faith in Christ without the deeds of the 
law; and that as believers, we are justified by good 
works ; for these alone afford a sufficient evidmce that 
our faith is vital, divine, and saving. This distinction 
is, I trust, sound and clear. But if there be any doubt 
of its critical exactness as an explanation of the apostle's 
use of the word "justified," we may rest on the obvious 
tendency and intent of the whole passage ; namely, that 
faith cannot be the means of our acceptance with God^ 
unless it be of such a nature as to produce obedience in 
the believer. For it remains to be an unquestionable 
truth, that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. 
The plain fact is, that neither faith nor obedience, how- 
ever pure they may be in their character, and however 
well pleasing to God, are in their own nsLtwre justifying ; 
but faith — even that vital faith which works by love, 
and produces the firuits of righteousness — is the ap- 
pointed instrnment in the order of grace, whereby we 
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lay hold on the mercies of God ia Chrigt Jesus— that 
blessed Mediator who truly and properly jmtifiea the 
sinner. 

Most assuredly there is nothing in the doctrine of the 
apostle James, which supports the opinion of the Eomish 
church, that good works are meritorious in the sight of 
God, and actually give a title to the reward of everlast- 
ing felicity. It appears to be an opinion prevailing among 
the advocates of the papal system, that almsgiving, and 
other acts of Christian piety and mercy, deserve an 
eternity of bliss as their just and equal reward. If, 
however, it is allowed that many good persons — faithful 
sons and daughters of the church — are yet imperfect, 
the righteousness of Christ may take its share in making 
up the supposed deficiency in their deserts. 

In the Romish saintSf however, there is imagined to 
be no such deficiency. Never probably was there so 
anti-christian a notion propagated under the name of 
Christianity, as that which arose in the dark ages, 
respecting worlc$ of supererogation. It was then first 
openly declared, that the church was in possession of an 
immense stock of merit, accumulated in her keeping 
from age to age, by such sufferings and labours of the 
saints, as exceeded the requirements of the law of 
God — a stock which she has the power of dealing out, 
through her visible head the pope, in such times and in 
such portions as she pleases, in order to secure the 
favoured recipients of the boon, from the punishment of 
their sins — a new method truly of escaping from the 
wrath to come, and of obtaining an entrance into the 
kingdom of rest and purity ! 
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It cannot for a moment be questioned, that bene- 
ficence, and the exercise of other virtues and graces, 
are sacrifices acceptable to God, through Jesus Christ. 
As yice is abominable in his sight, so true virtue, in all 
its lovely forms, and under every variety of circum- 
stance, can never fail to be well-pleasing to a perfectly 
pure and righteous being; and when the sinner is 
converted from the error of his ways, the angels reflect 
their Father's smile, and rejoice in his holy presence. 
But while this admission is most freely to be made 
respecting that glorious Being who is ever found on the 
side of righteousness, the Christian must distinctly 
deny that the best works of man — even those which are 
wrought under the immediate influence of the Holy 
Ghost — ^have any merit; in such a sense as justly to 
claim the reward of eternal life. Our sins indeed 
deserve death — even the death of the soul : and the 
deat^ of the soul is their ** images.'* But eternal life 
" is the GIFT of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord" — 
a gift wholly unmerited and spontaneous ; flowing forth, 
through its one appointed channel, to the fallen children 
of men, from the fathomless abyss of Jehovah's love. 

We know that our first parents were created in the 
image of Jehovah, and after his likeness ; a truth which 
probably had respect, first, to the intellectual mind; 
secondly, to a perfect moral nature ; and thirdly, to the 
eternal continuance of life. There can be no doubt, 
that had they remained in their pristine state of inno- 
cence, an eternity of happy existence would have been 
the consequence. But this consequence would not have 
arisen in the way of wages gained by good works, or 
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because of any inherent merits in their virtuous dis- 
positions and conduct, but simply in the appointment 
of infinite and gratuitous love. God is not profited or 
placed under obligation by the obedience of his own 
creatures, but obedience is his due; and the creature 
who renders that obedience, does but pay a debt already 
incurred. Well might the Temanite ask, " Can a man 
be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be 
profitable unto himself? Is it any pleasure to the 
Almighty, that thou art righteous (in the sense of 
adding to that happiness which is already infinite ?) Or 
is it gain to him, that thou makest thy ways perfect? *' 
Job xxii, 2, 3. *' So likewise ye," said our Saviour to 
his disciples, " when ye shall have done all those things 
which are commanded you, say, we are tjnprofitablb 
SEBVANTs : we have done that which was our duty to 
do:" Luke xvii, 10. 

But the fact, once clear and awM, is that we are 
fallen creatures — that we have lost the moral image of 
our Creator — that we are by nature corrupt and prone 
to iniquity, and therefore children of wrath. The 
golden chain which connected our first parents with an 
eternity of happiness, provided for them in the wondrous 
love of God, is broken, destroyed, demolished. There- 
fore our hopes are solely in Christ through whom our 
sins are forgiven, and we ourselves reconciled unto God. 
Eepentance and amendment, although the work of 
grace, approved of God, and absolutely necessary to 
salvation, can never blot out the stain of our past sins. 
Present virtue, the fruit of that Spirit which is given 
to us in Christ, can do no more than fulfil present 
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obligation. Where then is the ohild of piety and faith, 
who is not constrained to cry out with the publican, 
'*God be merciful to me a sinner; '* and what can the 
best of men do, but cast themselves on the infinite 
resources of the Love of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord ? 
''If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the pro* 
pitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but for 
the sins of the whole world : " 1 John ii, 1, 2. Let a 
Boman Catholic poet tell us the simple truth on this 
most important of subjects; and let all, whether Papists 
or Protestants, rally to that foundation of which he so 
emphatically speaks : — 

But if there be a power too just and strong 
To wink at crimes, and bear unpunished wrong ; 
vt)i^^^ Look humbly upward, see his will disclose 
<c ^ \ /^ The forfeit first, and then the fine impose; 
^ *; ,^ \ A mulct thy poverty could never pay, 
J ^ ' 2j ^*^ ^°* eternal wisdom found the way, 

^ , "^ And with celestial Wealth supplied thy store : 

'6 1 His justice makes the fine, his mercy quits the score. 
^ See God descending in thy human frame, 
The offended suffering in the offender's name. 
All thy misdeeds to him imputed see. 
And all his righteousness devolved on thee. 

Dryden — Heligio Laici, 

To sum up the whole subject in a few sentences, it 
is plainly the doctrine of Scripture, that righteousness 
is imputed to the true believer. Thus Abraham is 
declared to be the father of all them that believe, even 
among the Gentile nations, '^ that righteousness might 
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be imputed to them also:" Bom. iv, 11. Again, the 
apostle says, respectlBg Abraham, "I^Tow it was not 
written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him ; 
but for us also to whom it shall be imputed, if we 
believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, who was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification : " iv, 23 — 25, In the 
following chapter he declares, that " they which receive 
abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, 
shall reign in life, by one, Jesus Christ.'' Now what 
is this righteousness which is thus imputed, thus freelp 
given, to the believer? If we are to take the Scrip- 
tures for our guide, we cannot fail to answer. It is the 
righteousness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
He is the branch who was to be raised up unto David, 
the king who was to reign over Israel, whose name 
was to be called "The Loed oite eighteoitsness : " 
Jer. xxiii, 5, 6. "Surely, shall one say, in the 
Loed have I righteousness and strength. In the 
Lord (that is in the divine Saviour) shall all the seed 
of Israel beyw«^^^and shall glory :" Isa. xlv, 24, 25.3 
" Christ Jesus " is " made unto us of God, righteous- 
ness : " 1 Cor. i, 30. God " hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God iw Him:" 2 Cor. v, 21. 

Wot only are true Christian believers saved from the 
awful penalty of their sins by his propitiatory death 
and sacrifice ; not only are they delivered, for his sake, 
on whom was the " chastisement of our peace," &om 

• The immediate context of this passage is twice quoted by the 
apostle Paul, as applying to the Lord Jesus Christ 
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the bitter pains of eternal death; bat in the free 
mercy of God they are placed in possession of an in- 
disputable title to the joys of a glorious immortality, 
in virtue of their union by faith with him, whose 
righteousness is, in its own nature, perfect, absolute, 
ever-abounding, and infinitely meritorious in the sight 
of the Father. That divine righteousness is the cloth- 
ing of wrought gold, even of the purest gold of Ophir, 
in which the Bride, the Church, is invested : Psalm 
xlv, 13-r-the "robe of righteousness," wherein she 
greatly exults and rejoices: Isa. Ixi, 10 — the best of 
all robes, in which the penitent and returning sinner 
is mantled by his Father's hand — the garment of sal- 
vation, the wedding garment, without which we can 
never be accepted guests at the home of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the everlasting abode of rest and of glory. 



"Shall we then continue in sin that grace may 
abound ? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein ?" Rom. vi, 1, 2. 

It is the highest praise of Christianity, and its main 
distinguishing characteristic, that it is a religion of 
holiness — a religion which, by setting in action the 
most influential motives, leads, with a resistless power, 
to the abandonment of every sin, and the practice of 
every virtue. The awful discovery which it makes to us 
of judgment to come, and of the perfect justice of God, 
imbues the true believer with a salutary fear of the 
Supreme Being. This fear is ever found to be **a 
fountain of life, preserving from the snares of death." 
The blessed prospect of eternal happiness animates our 
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hofpe, and this hope qmokens our footsteps in the raee of 
rigbteousnesB. We run as those who have the glorioui 
goal set before us; reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, we press ** toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
This hope, moreover, sustains our patience, aud 
fitrengthens our fortitude ; it is an anchor to the soul, 
sure and steadfast. Above all, the mercy of God in 
Ohrist Jesus, so paternal, so tender, so infinitelj great, 
produces love in our own bosoms; and the heavenly 
flame once kiodled, is of such a nature, ihat it will 
bum with ever-increasing brightness to all eternity. 
Love induces, in Ihe Christian believer, a holy decision 
of character^ an unreserved saerifloe of self, a constancy 
of alliance to the Shepherd of Israel, who bought us 
with his own blood. Yet as the mechanical forces 
(such as the wedge, the screw, and flie lever) cannot 
produce thdr effects unless they are allied with 
power, so fear, hope, and love, strong motives as they 
are, and capable of being most beneficialiy excited 
by the great truths of the gospel of Christ, will never 
be made to move effectually, or move in the right 
direction, unless those truths are accompanied, in their 
application to the mind, by the Spirit of God. This 
Spirit is itself the grand moving power—the very 
spring of life, in the soul, and of all that is lovely, holy, 
and heavenly, in the conduct and ccmversation of the 
Christian. 

The word ftao^tififiatiim may be taken in two senses. 
Sometimes it signifies the first dedication of the soul, 
as a holy thing, to God, the author of our being. In 

K 
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this point of view, it mnst be regarded as siiiiultaiieou» 
with justification, being the immediate result of that 
change of heart which is wrought in the Christian 
convert by the power of God. The sinner who comes 
with a penitent and believing heart to Christ, deposits 
his sins — that intolerable burden — at the Saviour's 
feet ; he receives the free pardon of them through the 
blood of Jesus, and without a moment's hesitation or 
delay, renounces them for ever. 

But where is the Christian, who truly knows himself^ 
who will not confess that even after this signal change 
in his condition, he has a perpetual struggle to maintain 
between the flesh and the spirit — that although sin may 
no longer have dominion over him, it sometimes pre- 
vails, in word and deed, and especially in thought and 
imagination, over his better mind? The lingering 
corruptions of his fallen nature require many baptisms 
under the waves of the "river of God," which is "full 
of water," before they can be entirely purged away, so 
that nothing may be left — not even one particle of the 
polluting mire of this world — to interrupt his entrance^ 
through the pearl gates, into the new Jerusalem. It 
was to a company of Christian converts, in their 
character of truly regenerate persons, that Paul 
addressed the words, " The very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly:" 1 Thess. v, 23. "The path of the 
just is as the shining light, which shineth mobe anp 
MOEB unto the perfect day : " Prov. iv, 18. 

Sanctification, then, in its secondary sense, is that 
purifying work of the Holy Spirit, by which regenerate 
parsons are gradually more and more weaned from the 
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world — more and more fitted for that glorious inheri- 
tance, into which nothing that is impure, nothing that 
worketh abomination, nothing that maketh or loveth a 
lie, can ever enter. I have heard it remarked by a 
wise and learned man, well instructed in the school 
of Christ, that in order to enter on this inheritance, 
there must be both " a right and a Tightness." Our 
right of entrance — the only title which is clear and 
indefeasible — ^is in Christ, our advocate with the Father, 
and the propitiation for our sins. But there must be 
a rightnesa also; even that state of purity, without 
which we can never be fitted for the society of saints 
and angels, and for the immediate presence of the 
immaculate Lamb. 

This rigJ^tnesif or to adopt another and parallel view 
of the case, this ripeness, can be produced in the dispo- 
sitions and character of a man, only by the sanctifying 
operation of the Holy Spirit of God. He who has 
begun a good work in us must " perfect it to the end," 
or we shall never be presented faultless in Christ, before 
the presence of his glory, with exceeding joy. Some- 
times, indeed, the work of regeneration, justification, 
and sanctification, are all effected within a very short 
period ; for with God all things are possible. The 
example of the poor criminal on the cross, who first 
railed on his Lord, and very soon afterwards was a true 
believer, and a new creature in Christ, with heaven 
immediately before him, is sufficient to preclude despair, 
even in prolonged cases of sin and rebellion against God. 

But let no man dare to depend on a death-bed repent- 
ance ; for according to the ordinary dealings of Divine* 

N 2 
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wisdom and love, the work of sanctification and prepa- 
ration £oT heaven is very gradual. It is a matter of 
spiritual education conducted by a Divine hand; and 
often one of severe discipline. The cross must be 
endured by every warrior in the army of the Lamb; we 
must take it up in faith, hold it £&st in patience, and 
uplift it, with holy magnammity, as our standard in 
battle. "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I 
live, and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of G-od, who loved me and gave 
himself for me : " GaL ii, 20. Again, " God forbid 
that I should ^ory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world :" vi, 14. 

It was the declaration of the apostle who wrote 
these things, when he confirmed the souls of the dis- 
ciples in many places, that ''we must through much 
tribulation enter the kingdom:'' Acts xiv, 22 — a 
doctrine which agrees with the feust recorded in the 
Apocalypse, that the multitude around the throne of 
God, who were clothed in white robes, and held in their 
hands the ensigns of victory, had come '' out of great 
tribulation : '' Eev. vii, 14. " Ye shall indeed drink of 
my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with," said our blessed Lord to his disciples; 
and no (me, as we may believe, has ever more largely 
experienced the truth of this saying than Paul himself. 
In the first place, he was crucified with Christ, when 
he died to the law, renounced his self-righteousness, 
sacrificed his reputation as a Jew mid a Pharisee, and 
gave in his adherence to that onoe lowly and suffering. 
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though now risen and reigning Saviour, whom he had 
hefore despised and persecuted— when he counted all 
things loss, and did esteem them as dung and dross, 
that he might win Christ. And, secondly, in conse- 
quence of this self-renunciation, and in connexion with 
his service in the gospel, he was himself exposed to 
mockery, hatred, and persecution ; he underwent cruel 
scourgings, bonds, and imprisonments ; he fought with 
wild beasts ; hardships by sea and by land, and terrors 
of impending death, met him, as it were, at every turn; 
and, finally, he sealed his testimony to the truth, by 
willing submission to a martyr's death. Add to all 
these things his anxious care of the churches, his vast 
exertions, the buffetings of Satan, his painful exercises 
of spirit, the deep conflicts of his soul. Nothing can 
be more admirable than the triumph of a holy faith 
over all these trials : " We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed; perplexed, yet not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed; always bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our body:" 2 Cor. iv, 
8—10. 

No one can reasonably doubt, that under the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, this course of severe discipline was, 
to the apostle, a most effective means of sanctification, 
and of preparation for a state of perfect purity, and 
unbounded joy. Thus, when death approached, he 
could speak in triumphant language; ''I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand ; I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



182 ON JUSTIFICATION AND 8ANCTIFICATI0N. 

course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
liOrd, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : " 
2 Tim. iv, 6—8. 

Ui^douhtedly the case of the apostle Paul was in 
various respects peculiar, and even singular. But our 
Saviour's declaration is absolutely universal: "Who- 
soever doth not bear his cross and come after me, cannot 
be my disciple:" Luke xiv, 27. How, then, is the 
cross laid on Christians in general ? 

In the first place, it remains, to be a certain truth 
that "all who will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall 
suffer persecution." The world lying in wickedness is 
still opposed to vital and decided Christianity ; so that, 
even in the present day, when a high profession of 
religion is more or less fashionable, they who yield 
themselves, without reserve, to those humbling and 
searching principles which our Lord and his apostles 
promulgated, will find much to endure of contempt 
and opposition. Even if the persons themselves are 
respected, their principles are often despised and ridi- 
culed. But independently of this fact, the cross of 
affliction, in this state of probation, is laid on the 
followers of Christ, as well as on the rest of mankind. 
So far are they from being exempt from the general law 
— " man is bom to trouble, as the sparks fly upwards" 
— that we often find the most devoted servants of God 
disciplined, in an extraordinary degree, in the school of 
adversity. Nor does the sincere Christian fail to per- 
ceive that his trials of faith and patience are, for the 
most part, well adapted to his peculiar dispositions or 
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weaknesses^-obviously intended as correctives suitable 
to his need. Thus does he realize the truth of the 
declaration, that "whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth ;*' 
and that although "no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous but grievous ; nevertheless, after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable finiit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby:'* Heb xii, 
6—11. 

A wise writer has declared that " gold is tried in the 
fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of adversity : " 
Eccles. ii, 5. "Behold," saith the Lord to Israel, "I 
have refined thee, but not with silver ; I have chosen 
thee in the furnace of affliction:" Isaiah zlviii, 10. 
Sustained by the uplifting arm of omnipotence, gifiied 
with patient resignation, and comforted by the remem- 
brance of the sympathies which are in Christ, the true 
hearted follower of the Lamb is sometimes enabled to 
rejoice in his tribulations; his patience works experi- 
ence of the Lord's tender loving-kindness, and this 
experience confirms and animates his hopes. Thus is 
he disciplined and educated for heaven, and taught to 
look peacefully forward to the quickly coming day of 
final deliverance and joy. 

. But far above all, in order to our progress in sanctifi- 
cation, there is a cross to be known, and felt, and 
patiently borne within. In the strivings of grace 
against nature; in the secret monitions of the Lord 
Jesus Christ dwelling in us by his Spirit, and directed 
with undeviating certainty against all things which are 
defiled in his sight ; and in a thorough surrender of the 
soul to these monitions — there is a cross to be endured 
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wMch mortifies our carnal affeetions and lusts, brings xn^ 
into more and more of conformity to the death of Christy 
and so prepares us to rise with him, into light, and life, 
and heavenly mindedness. Thus is *' oor life hid with 
Christ in God^ " and ''when Christ who is our life 
shall i^ypear," we also '' shall appear with him in glory :" 
Cd. iii, 3, 4. 

While however a submission to the cross of Christ is 
the necessary preparation for our sitting together in 
''heavenly places/' in him, even during the course of 
our mortal pilgrimage, it is far indeed from unfitting us 
tofc our citizenship in the world, and fbr the duties 
which devolve oa us, as Christians and as men. " I pray 
not that thou shouldest take them out of the wodd^'' 
said our Bedeemer, " but ihei thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil:" John xvii, 15. Yes, truly; that law 
of the Lord which is perfect, converting the soul — 
written as it is in the page of Scripture, and engraven 
by a master-hand of indubitable authority on the rege« 
nerate mind — ^is an all-pervading light. It follows the 
Christian with counsel and instruction by night and by 
day> in public and in private, in dekness and in health ; 
in the pursuits of agriculture, commerce, literature, and 
science; in the labours of philanthropy, in the services 
of religion, in the senate, in the courts on ihe throne, in 
the cottage, in the solitude of the closet, in the fireside 
eircle, in the vast assembly. It leads to the perform* 
ance of every relative duty in the fear and love of God. 
In all places, and on all occasions^ it bears testimony to 
the absolute necessity of abstinence from evil. Power^ 
foUy does it seardi our wovds and actions^ as well a» 
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our imagination8> motives, and affeetions. Unfailingly 
does it proelaim the language, '' cease to do eyil, learn 
to do welL*' " ToTTOH not thk ttnclban thing, and I 
will receive you; and will be a Father to you; and 
j^ shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty:^' 2 Cor. vi, 17, 18. 

The Holy Scfriptures promulgate, in a lively and 
explicit manner, the general principles of the divine 
law, and abound in precepts respecting our relative 
duties. Tet in reducing these principles and precepts 
to daily and hourly action — ^in applying them to the 
endless diversity of oecasion and circumstance, to which 
we are exposed in life — we stand in need of the imme- 
diate and perceptible guidance of th^ Holy Spirit. 
This is a Hght which, as I believe, shines in a measure, 
in the consciences of all men ; though often very faintly, 
like a small candl^ in a dark and extensive cavern — 
''the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness com- 
prehended it not.'' But to the true Christian, it is a 
bright and steady lamp which will never fail him ; a 
swift witness against all that is evil in the sight of 
God; a monitor within, which cannot be silenced: a 
guide to righteousness, which never deceives. ''The 
anointing which ye have received of him abideth in 
you : and ye need not that any man teach you ; but as 
Hie same anointing teacheth you of all tMngs, and is 
trutii, and no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in him :" 1 John ii, 27. 

Nor is it to be forgotten, that, in connexion with a 
diversity of spiritual gifts, there is an equal diversity of 
individual duty, to bo performed by the living members 
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of the church of Christ. The manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal — one is led 
into one duty, and another into another. In all such 
matters, the obedience of faith in the church, and its 
individual memhers, ought to adapt. itself to the seope 
and variety of divine administration; and the day's 
•work, if we would witness the needful progress in 
-fianctification, must keep pace with the day. Thus the 
pure leaven of truth spreads more and more in the 
believing mind, and gradually pervades the whole 
inner man — softening, sweetening, and cleansing the 
immortal spirit — until it is folly prepared to burst away 
from the shackles of mortality, and to enter on its new 
habitation of perfect purity and bliss. Thus also, 
{through individual faithfulness, that leaven shall diffuse 
itself through the church of Christ, struggling and 
militant as she is on earth, until the saying is fulfilled^ 
"The king's daughter is all oloeiotts within" — ^fit 
•for her final coalescence with the "general assembly" 
•of the "spirits of the just made perfect." 

I make no question, that the view which has now 
been taken of sanctification, ief, in substance, embraced 
by many a pious Eoman Catholic, as well as Protestant. 
But how widely does it differ from those notions respect- 
ing the cross of Christ, which during a long night of 
ignorance and superstition, were palmed on the world, 
under the papal and hierarchical system — ^notions which 
are still maintained and acted on to a vast and terrible 
-extent! 

In the first place, wooden or silver images of the cross 
.(such is the strength of our natural tendency to idolatry) 
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are, in thousands and tens of thousands of instances, the 
worthless substitutes for the all-important reality, both 
in its doctrinal character, and in its practical operation 
on the heart. They are folded to many a trembling 
bosom, and upheld before many a bended knee; em- 
braced, trusted in, and worshipped, with a multitude of 
other worthless relics and figures ; as if there was any 
life for the soul, any efficacy for the renovation of the 
heart, any virtue for the reformation of character, in 
the works of men's hands, which speak not, hear not, 
smell not, taste not,— or in the dead materials with 
which nature builds ! 

Yet not less dead for any spiritual or saving purpose, 
are the forced celibacy of the clergy, the splenetic 
solitude of hermits, the seclusion and imprisonment of 
myriads of unmarried females, the shorn heads, rough 
garments, and spare living of Mars, the formal and 
often-repeated fastings, the long and painful vigils, the 
iron beds, the hair shirts, the unpared nails, the volun^ 
tary filth and wretchedness, the long and wearisome 
pilgrimages, the self-imposed stripes — which Eome has 
invented for the mortification or torture of her votaries, 
in order to their improvement and perfection in 
holiness. 

" Forbidding to marry" was one of the earliest tokens 
of a spirit, which under the guise of a high religious 
profession, was utterly opposed to vital and saving 
Ohristianity : I Tim, iv, 3. It' must be considered, on 
scriptural grounds, one of the peculiar characteristics 
of Antichrist ; and certainly there is no feature which 
has more conspicuously marked the professing church 
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in h^ c^ostacy, than this unrigbteona interference with? 
the laws of Ood and nature. 

The declaration of Je^iorah^ immediately before the 
creation of woman, that '^ it is not good for man to be- 
alone/' (Gen. liy 18.) corresponds with that saered seal 
of sanction, which our Lord, in his discourses, im- 
pressed on tiie matrimonial covenant, (Matt, xix, 4 — 6,) 
sod with the apostolic doctrme that '' marriage is 
hono©rable nr all : " (Heb. liii, 4.) But as the church 
became more and more overshadowed with darkness^ 
(eren in very ancient times) the notion that celibacy 
formed an important part of sanctification, made gradual 
progress, until it took deep root in the bosom of popery. 
Thus it became a primary ecclesiastical law, that none 
of those who minister of holy things, might have any 
part in this rich blessing, which God has bestowed, in 
his bounty^ on the whole human race. 

Yast are the multitudes of men, in the thrift and 
vigour of life^ who have been devoted by this stem 
decree of the mother of spiritual ibmication, to a con- 
dition as much opposed to their moral welfare, as to 
iheit temporal comfort; and tens of thousands of 
young females have been doomed, under the same 
dark rule, to perpetual celibacy, and incarceration. 
What tongue can tell the secret misery which has been 
endured by many an unhappy victim of rash vows,, 
under this iron yc^e of despotiun? What pen can 
adequately depict the moral and spiritual darkness 
which (under the profession of superior sanctity) haa 
brooded, from age to age, over the monasteries and. 
nunneries of perverted and degraded Christendom ? 
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Th«re caa be no question, i^at in nnmeroas instaocefty 
the several practices now mentioned have been a mere 
cover for iniquity; that under these disfigured and 
unsightly appearances, pride, malice, and evil concu- 
piscence have very often lurked, and have revelled 
abundandy in their day. But even when adopted and 
■adhered to, in all sincerity, they are at variance with 
the laws c^ nature, subversive of the social harmonies 
of society, destructive of that usefulness whidi every 
man owes to the fellows of his race, injurious to the 
h^piness of the church, and utterly opposed to the 
divisive stream of divine liberality and benevolence. 

Persuaded as I am that this is the native and uniform 
tendency of self-impesed crosses and mortifications, far 
be it from me to deal superciliously with any tender 
conscience. We are not to forget that a variety of 
experience in this respect, in matters naturally indiffe- 
rent, is recognized in Scripture ; and the great principle 
is plainly declared, that '* whatsoever is not of iaiGa. is 
sin.'' In the meantime, let not him that eateth not, 
judge him that eatei^; and let not him that eateth, 
despise him that eateth not. Bather than offend a 
weak brother, Paul was ready to abstain from meat all 
his life long ; and circumstances sometimes arise when 
abstinence even from the moderate use of lawful things, 
may be required of us, on the grand principle of 
Christian love, for the benefit of those around us, and 
for the furtiiecanee of the ever blessed cause of truth 
and righteousneis. 

Kevertheless tiiere is nothing huxtk or unseemly 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christy in its geiuine 
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practical application. His yoke is easy and his bordea 
light. Yital religion is to the soul and character of a 
man, what the soiil itself is to his body. It pervades 
the whole man ; it animates and enlivens every part of 
his mental constitution, every part of his character and 
conduct. There is no straining, no awkwardness, no* 
unhealthiness in its operation. All its effects are in 
unison with the true order of nature ; all are embued 
with the influences of divine love; all tend to the 
welfare and comfort of our species, and (though it may 
be through much of suffering and conflict) to the 
highest enjoyment for ourselves, of which man is 
capable. The more unreservedly we obey the will of 
God, as it is declared in Scripture, and manifested by 
his own Spirit, in tiie secret of the heart, the more 
tolerable will be our pains, the more exquisite our 
pleasures, the larger the amount of our happiness even 
here. "I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee 
to proflt, which leadeth thee in the way that thou 
shouldest go. that thou hadst hearkened to my 
commandments — Then had thy peace been as a river,, 
and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea." 



CONCLUSION 



Two systems of worship, ministry and doctrine, hare 
now been submitted to the deliberate attention of the 
reader. They contain some important features of truth 
in common, and experience proves that, under either 
system, there tnaif be spiritual life, and therefore salva-^ 
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tion for the soul. Indeed there are not wanting 
instances of eminent attainments in grace, among the 
professed adherents of both these systems; so that 
there has been developed, at times, among persons 
belonging respectively to these opposite classes, a unity 
of religious feeling and exercise, so marked and peculiar,, 
as to have become matter of common observation. The 
most simple and spiritual of Christian believers — 
worshippers of God the most divested of all dependence 
upon forms — may find much to admire, and much to 
sympathize with, in the experience and sayings of eu 
Fenelon, a Guion, a Thomas ^ Xempis. The Jasenists, 
who openly preferred evangelical religion to the errors- 
of popery, form a distinct class of themselves ; and it 
is probable there might be more of a mental alienation 
from many of those errors, in the individuals now men- 
tioned, than was known or apparent. Something may^ 
also be ascribed to the prevalence of solitude and silent 
devotion in the Eomish communion, which, in the midst 
of abuses, may promote the formation and growth of 
the spiritual mind. 

But I conceive that these are rare exceptions to the 
general rule. While genuine Christianity can never 
fail to be productive of spirituality of soul, and of sound 
practical fruits, the Papal and Hierarchical system haa 
produced the opposite effects, precisely in proportion a& 
it deviates from the religion of the N'ew Testament. 

The objectionable features of that system, as it ha» 
been unfolded from a very early age of the church, but 
especially during the last twelve centuries, may be 
briefly recapitulated as follows; — 
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"Flratf and princij^^lj, it veskt, to a very great exteoity 
and in a vast Tariety of parti^ilars, on the authority af 
man. While it acknowledges Hie diTine origin of ^e 
Holy Scriptures, it claims for a priesthood ordained l^ 
man, the sole right of interpreting th^ contents ; and 
it adds to Scripture^ as an authoiitatiye ground of doc- 
trine and practice^ writings, boUi ancient and modern^ 
which were not given by inspiration, together with an 
undefined and undei6nid[)le mass of oral traditions. 
Hinc iHtiB Jaerynue — here is the fruiiiul fountain of other 
departures from the truth. 

Secondly, this system has not only daimed, &om an 
early age, the armed protection of states and princes, 
hut has humbled both under its feet, and has involved, 
to an amazing and unparalleled extent, both the usurpa- 
tion and abuse of temporal power« That abuse has been 
chiefly xoanifested in the cruel persecution of sincere 
Christiana, who have not oonformed to the principles of 
the ruling hierarchy. Myriads of these have fallen 
victims, under the tyrannical influence of Rome, to the 
tortures of the inquisition, the fires of martyrdom, or 
the sword of assassination. 

Thirdly, the papal hierarchy, wi& its clergy, assume 
and exerdse a demotic spiritual power over the subordi- 
nate grades of their own dass, and over the whole body 
^f the laity, bcdng truly ^^lordi over God's heritage." 
This power is maintained within the clerical body itself 
by an arrangement purely military in its form and action. 
The Hshop, or Oeneral of the Bomkh church, can a9Sf 
with the centurion, ''I am a man under authority, 
liaving soldiers under me, and I say to this man, Gh), 
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and he goeth ; and to another, Come, and he cometh ; 
and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it." Ko 
liberty of thought, no dictates of conscience, may inter- 
fere with this implicit obedience. As to the laity, they 
are kept in servile subjection to the priesthood, by means 
of confession, absolution, penance, and the sacrifice of 
the mass — by the stem and awful fact, that their 
viatica to heaven (without a single exception) are in the 
hands, or under the key, of their spiritual guides. 

The power of the priesthood, in the apostacy, both 
temporal and spiritual, has, moreover, been propped, 
from age to age, by an incalculable multitude of "lying 
wonders ; " most of them so gross and ridiculous as to be 
fit only to cheat the ignorant and vulgar ; others so art- 
fully contrived, or so strange and anomalous, as almost 
to deceive the very elect; but taken as a whole, 
(whether we look to the evidence of their reality, or 
to their own nature, or to the character of the system 
which they are intended to support,) as much in con- 
trast with the miracles of Christianity, as light is with 
darkness, or life with death. 

Fourthly, this system involves the religious adoration 
of Mary, the supposed queen of heaven, and mother of 
God, and of a vast multitude of departed spirits, saints 
in reality or imagination — thus trenching on the sacred 
prerogative of the true God, as the only right object of 
divine worship. This spiritual fornication, moreover, 
descends into gross and palpable idolatry, the worship of 
images of wood and stone, gold and silver, and even of 
the consecrated wafer. Further than this — the worship 
of the true God is defiled, and the whole doctrine of 
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probation and rewards, corrupted and confounded, by 
the invention of purgatory, and by prayers and masses 
for the dead : not to mention those gaudy trappings, 
that worldly splendour, those carnal fascinations, which 
are wholly at variance with spiritual religion, and which 
in destroying the native simplicity of Christianity, de- 
prive it of its wholesome influence, its sober practical 
operation. 

Fifthly, while it ascribes to the ministers of religion 
the sacerdotal character, it separates them, as a distinct 
class or tribe, from the whole body of believers ; pro- 
vides for their ordination by the hands and authority of 
man ; invests them with a Levitical claim on the produce 
of the earth ; and pretends to supply them, through an 
unbroken succession from the apostles, with the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Sixthly, it bids us return headlong to the old covenant 
of Judaism; imposes on its votaries the yoke of a 
multitude of ceremonies ; celebrates some of these with 
the title of sacraments, as if the outward form did actually 
and necessarily contain the inward grace ; and above all, 
promulgates the doctrine of transubstantiation. Home 
does not blush to declare that her priests have the power 
to convert the substances of bread and wine into the 
actual body and blood of Jesus Christ ; and that these, 
while the risen Saviour is glorified in heaven, are 
corporeally eaten on earth, and eaten in a thousand 
different places at the same moment — an amazing fic- 
tion, respecting which the second beast, who has the 
visage of a lamb and the voice of a dragon, has often 
been heard to cry, Believe it and confess it, or hum ! 
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Lastly, it weaves around the souls of men an inex- 
tricable web of error; injects false confidences into the 
superstitious mind ; proposes a strange yariety of sub- 
stitutes for Christ ; and, in undermining the Scripture 
doctrine of justification by faith, saps the only true 
foundation of the Christian's hope of salvation. With 
equal rashness and perseverance it substitutes for that 
blessed work of the Spirit of God, by which every living 
member of the church must be prepared for heaven, a 
long series of self-imposed crosses and human ordinances 
— beginning with "Touch not, taste not, handle not,'* 
and going on to seclusion, celibacy, imprisonment, and 
self-torture. By these the few are supposed to be 
sanctified ; while the many are left without any resource 
but the performances of their priests, the merits of their 
brethren, and the flames of purgatory. 

It is delightful to contrast, with this anti-christian 
system, the sweet and simple religion of the I^ew 
Testament, in its original force and efficacy. 

In the first place, Christianity, as it is there developed, 
rests in all its parts on the authority of God, and abso- 
lutely rejects the traditions of men. It upholds the 
Holy Scriptures as the one divine record of doctrines to 
be believed, and duties to be practised. From this record 
(intended as it is for the use of all mankind) no man may 
take away, and to it no man may add. It is complete 
in its own harmony, strength, and singleness. 

Secondly, this holy religion admits of no dependence 
for its support, on the arm of flesh, or on any carnal 
weapons. While it has a just claim on the princes of 
the earth for a fostering influence and Christian example, 
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it demands not ike interference of human l&w, or the 
forcible protection of hnman government. The true 
church depends only on her own glorious Head, who 
goyems her by his Spirit, and rules over the universe 
itself for her sake. 

Thirdly, it is proposed to the reason and consciences 
of all men, and in its application, recognizes only two 
j)artie8 — Almighty God and the rational responsible soul. 
Thus no man living, and no body of men, can have any 
right to interfere with the religious convictions and 
practices of others (so long as these do not interrupt the 
good order of society) except by the diffusion of thb 
Tettth. 

Fourthly, it gives no countenance to the continuance, 
under any form, of the sacerdotal office ; or to the set- 
ting apart of a distinct class or tribe, as ministers of 
holy things, who have a claim to live on the temporali- 
ties of their brethren, and to exercise dominion ov^ 
them. On the contrary, it leaves to the people of 
God, under the supreme rule of Christ himself, the 
right of self-government; it salutes all the living 
members of the church as priests of the living God ; 
acknowledges the capacity of all to receive and use 
the gifts of the Spirit; and sanctions no ministry in 
the churches, but that which flows from the free and 
immediate operation of the Holy Ghost. 

Fifthly, it allows not for a moment, on any plea 
whatsoever, of any object of religious worship, but 
Jehovah himseu? — ^Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; it 
utterly rejects all Mae or subsidiary gods, and aU 
bowing down to graven images; it proclaims that God 
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is a Spirit, and that they who worship him, must wor- 
ship him in Spirit and in truth ; it annuls the whole 
ceremonial system of the Jewish law; asks for no 
fascinations for the eye or the ear ; enjoins simplicity, 
sobriety, and order, in all the assemblies of the saints ; 
and calls for the prostration of souls before the majesty 
of heaven, in the silence of all flesh. 

Sixthly, while it fulfils and virtually abrogates^all 
types and shadows in divine worship, it affords no 
support whatsoever to the notion, that any external per- 
formance properly or necessarily contains an inward 
grace ; but it forcibly insists on two living and essential 
saeramenta — the washing of regeneration, or baptism of 
the Holy Ghost ; and a participation by faith in the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
the world. 

Lastly, it defines and settles the ground of the 
Christian's hope — sole and simple as it is; even this 
— that whosoever believes in the Son of God shall never 
perish, but shall have everlasting life. It points out the 
propitiatory sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross, as the 
one appointed means of our reconciliation with God; 
and freely offers to every penitent sinner who comes to 
Jesus by faith, the spotless robe of his perfect righteous- 
ness. At the same time, it demands the purification of 
the soul, from all the defilements of the fiesh and the 
world; it lays upon the Lord's children the cross of 
Christ, which they must patiently bear both in doing 
and suffering their heavenly Father's will; it supplies 
the perpetual help and unfailing guidance of the Holy 
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Spirit ; it offers abundant qaalification for all the duties 
which devolve upon us in the world and in the church ; 
it commands an absolute separation from all that is evil 
in the sight of God ; it proclaims our victory in Christ 
over all our spiritual foes ; aiid finally, in the riches of 
the grace of God, it provides for our becoming fit 
for the enjoyment of that perfectly pure inheri- 
tance, which Christ has purchased for us with his 
own blood. 

Between the two systems which have now been 
developed — between XYlq fulness of the authority of man, 
and the fulness of the authority of God, in matters of 
religion — there is, as I believe, no permanent resting- 
place. Mediums have been tried, in a variety of forms, 
and on an extensive scale. But the sentiment which 
has now been expressed, appears to be confirmed by the 
fact, that a large proportion of the clergy of episcopal 
churches is, at this very time, notoriously rushing back 
into the bosom of popery. Retrograde movements of 
the same nature (though different in degree) may be 
traced in the decrease of original simplicity, and the 
increase of form and splendour, in the worship of some 
of the nonconforming bodies. In the meantime, there 
can be no doubt, that spiritual religion, in its native 
vigour, is more and more diffusing itself among the 
thousands and tens of thousands of the Israel of God. 
With these, under whatsoever name, and in whatsoever 
nation they may be found, the writer of the pages now 
about to be concluded, desires to be preserved in living, 
heartfelt unity. May the favour of God be upon his 
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own children and followers all the world over ! May 
the Sun of righteousness arise upon them from day to 
day, and the dews of heaven rest all night upon their 
branches ! And finally, may the law of peace, and pu- 
rity, and love, without any foul admixture, overspread 
this earth, *'as the waters cover the sea!" 



THE END. 
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